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Introduction 
Lotus flower never gets drowned in any flood but always rises 

above the flood waters. This is true also of the written word. When 

the modern gadget-media like Radio, T.V. Internet and allied 

communication net-works exploded the media, I thought that the 

written or print media like the News-papers and periodicals would 

disappear but on the contrary, they, like the Lotus, not only survived 

and modernized themselves to such an extent that they are 

considered more authentic sources of Information.  Books, 

periodicals and News papers give us detailed descriptions of events 

and expound human thought in detail and depth in any field. That is 

to say, the written word has never lost its ground or gone out-dated.  

 

This means that to reach-out and teach the Word of God in its written form is still 

relevant. The credit for reaching the Word of God in written form to the unreached 

people of any Faith, goes to late Fr. Peter Sontag SJ who founded the Institute for Home 

Study (IHS). His purpose was to reach out and teach the Gospel and introduce Jesus to 

those who seek Him. The Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres are a follow up of 

IHS. We are glad that over 52 Catholic Enquiry Centres in India are still engaged in 

spreading the Good News in 12 languages of India and so far has reached out to Lakhs of 

people connecting them to Jesus and transforming their lives. The report of 15th ACECI 

General Body Meeting shows that this way of evangelization is valid and working. 

Hence, this report is not only useful to those who are engaged in Catholic Enquiry Centre 

ministry, but also to all who are interested in evangelization as reaching out and teaching 

the Gospel and thus spread the fragrance of the Good News.  

 

The report is supplemented by the text of the Welcome speech of ACECI president Fr. 

Varghese Paul SJ, The National Office Report by Fr. Varghese N. SVD, the ACECI 

Executive Secretary, the text of the Key-note address by Fr. Redrigues SJ, and also the 

text of Fr. B. Antony‘s presentation on New Evangelization and  the Missionary situation 

of the Church in India today. For the benefit of all those who are interested in evangelical 

proclamation, there is also an article of the ―Relevance of a Catholic Enquiry Centre‖ by 

Fr. Varghese N. SVD.  

 

In short, reading the materials contained in this Report of 15th ACECI General Body 

Meeting will surely be interesting and useful to any evangelically interested Christian,  

 

Fr. Varghese N. SVD,                                                                                                                                                                           

(Secretary & Executive Secretary, ACECI) 
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Association of Catholic Enquiry Centre-India (ACECI) 

15th ACECI General Body Meeting, 2015 

(SVD Sadbhavana, 27th to 31st October 2015) 

 

A   R E P O R T  
 

The Association of Catholic Enquiry Centre-India (ACECI) held its 15th General 

Body Meeting at SVD Sadbhavana, Masihgarh, Okhla, New Delhi - 110025 from 

27th to 31st October 2015. The participants for this meeting, the directors and co-

workers of CECs all over the country reached SVD Sadbhavana on the 27th 

evening.  

 

01. Inauguration of the 15th ACECI General Body Meeting: 
Most Rev. Vincent M. Concessao, Emeritus Archbishop of Delhi, prisided over the 

Holy Eucharist on 28th October at 9 a.m, along with Fr. Varghese Paul SJ, the 

ACECI president, Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD, ACECI Secretary, Fr. B. 

Anthony, Chennai, the former ACECI president, Fr. Arulraj director of 

Arutchudar, Chennai, Fr. Lourence, Parish Priest of Catholic Church, Masihgarh 

and other priests. In his inspiring homily Archbishop Vincent stressed the 

importance of praying for the evangelization of India and for the unity of all 

Christians. He said that we should collaborate with all Christians as all of us have 

one baptisam, one Bible, and we all acknowledge Jesus Christ as our Lord and 

Redeemer. 

 

Immediately after the inaugural Mass, Archbishop Vincent lighted the lamp along 

with the invited guests as the mark of opening   the 15th General Body Meeting. 

Fr. Norbert Herman SVD led the ceremony with a Bhajan, ―Asato ma sat 

gamaya…..‖.  Thereafter Archbishop Vincent was felicitated by Sr. Kiran PDDM 

of ACECI National Office, New Delhi with a bouquet and a shawl. 

 

The ACECI president, Fr. Varghese Paul, SJ, in his welcome address thanked 

Archbishop Vincent profusely for his help and support in setting up ACECI 

National Office in Delhi and for supporting it all through as the Vicar General, 

Auxillary Bishop and Archbishop of Delhi.  He appreciated and welcomed all 

participants who came to this meeting from all over the country, travelling long 

distances, and the guests present from the near by Catholic institutions. As some of 

the participants were attending the ACECI General Body Meeting for the first 

time, Fr. Varghese shared briefly the 67 year-old history of Bible Correspondence 
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Course ministry in India as a Bible Home Study programme, and the 29 year-old 

history of the ACECI. 

 

A Great American Missionary, Fr. Peter Sontag, SJ started the Correspondence 

Courses on the Life and teaching of Jesus Christ at Patna and took it to Pune when 

he was transferred to De Nobili College there. His successor, Fr. Ted Bowling SJ, 

as the Director of the Institute of Home study (IHS), of the same Patna Jesuit 

Province, later co-ordinated the Correspondence Course work in India. Fr. Bowling 

was elected as the first President of ACECI when the Association was formed in 

1986 at Goa and registered it as a Charitable Trust at Pune in 1992. The 

Association set up its National Office at New Delhi in 1994, inaugurated by His 

Grace Archbishop George Zur, the then Apostolic Nuncio to India.   Fr. Varghese 

Paul SJ, worked as its first Executive Secretary for 8 years. Fr. Varghese 

Nediakalayil SVD followed Fr. Varghese Paul SJ as the second ACECI Executive 

Secretary and carries on so far. 

 

In his key-note address on the ―Call to Evangelization – a Biblical and Ecclesial 

Perspective‖ in the context of Pope Francis‘ Encyclical ―Joy of the Gospel,‖ Fr. 

Edwin Rodrigues, SJ. from Vidya Jyoti, New Delhi gave a comprehensive 

presentation of the topic keeping the Word of God and Jesus as the centre of his 

power-point presentation. The participents found Fr. Rodrigues‘ talk enlightening 

and challenging. 

 

The key-note speaker, Fr. Rodrigues, challenged his listeners with biblical 

questions like (to Adam) Where are you? (to Cain) Where is your brother? (to his 

disciples) What do you say: Who am I? He exhorted the participants to recognize 

themselves as broken pilgrims and yet called to taste and see that the Lord is good; 

and to proclaim God‘s Word to the broken world. 

 

After the lunch-break the session began at 2.30 p.m. Fr. Vaeghses Paul SJ 

Welcomed the participants.  Thereafter the participants introduced themselves. 

There were 32 participants from 17 Catholic Enquiry Centres presenting their 

reports, sharing their various ministries, highlighting their successes, difficulties 

and problems in running their Bible Correspondence Course work and other 

evangelical ministries.  Fr. Saturnino Dias presented a brief introduction on Goa 

CEC; how it was begun and how it is carrying on its various activities, especially 

for the pilgrims who come to visit the holy remains of St. Francis Xavier at Bom 

Jesus Basilica. Mr. Merwyn D‘souza from Bandra CEC and Sr. Margaret D‘Cruz 

from Bangalore CEC presented their reports highlighting different activities such 

as free correspondence courses, counseling and prayer, especially for those 
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interested in receiving the Sacrament. At parish feasts and on every Thursdays, at 

Infant Jesus‘ Shrine, Viveknagar, CEC makes her presence felt, reaching out to 

pilgrims from a stall with books and other publicity materials. 

In the last session of the first day Fr. Varghese Paul made a power point 

presentation of ‗Laudato Si‘, Pope Francis‘ latest Encyclical on the Care of 

Mother Earth. He also shared with the participants a 6-page article on the same 

Encyclical published by him in an international publication ―Writers, Editors, 

Critics.‖ 

 

2.  Second Day: (29th Oct. 2015) 

The day began with Holy Eucharist in the morning presided over by Fr. Saturnino 

Dias, CEC Goa. He highlighted the importance of the work of evangelization in 

India. Each one, as a true evangelizer must find out different ways and means to 

proclaim the Word of God. 

 

The session for the day began at 9 a.m. with a short prayer conducted by Sr. 

Margaret Cruz DSP and Mr. John Xavier interceding for all the CECs. They 

animated the participants to pray for the entire Church and the persecuted 

Christians all over the world.  

 

Then Fr. Varghese Paul SJ, the ACECI president and the director of CISS 

Ahmedabad, introduced Fr. B. Anthony to the audience as the speaker for the day. 

Every participant appreciated the talk and power point presentation of Fr. B. 

Anthony of Madras-Mylapore Archdioce, on ―New Evangelization and the 

Missionary Situation in India Today‖. Responding to the talk a participant said 

that ―I really felt the need not only to evangelize the people of other Faiths but also 

to re-evangelize our present day Catholics, who are often Catholics only for their 

names.‖ 

 

In the after-noon, it was very inspiring to hear the testimonies of the 3 newly 

baptized youth from CEC Delhi and Jeevan Dham, Faridabad, sharing their life- 

changing experiences in embracing Catholic Faith. Mr. Anthony from Jeevan 

Dham, Faridabad, shared about the charismatic movement where lakhs of people 

have experienced not only spiritual, but physical and mental healing through the 

power of the Word of God and prayer. They further become the bearers of the 

Word of God testifying themselves to others and bringing those who are sick, poor, 

helpless, and needy for prayer. 

 

The second day‘s sharing, reporting and discussions ended with journalist & 

author, Anto Akkara, sharing his experiences of Kandhamal with a power-point 
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presentation on ―The Christians‘ Prophetic Witness to Christ in Kandhamal‖. 

The participants appreciated the presentation as an eye-opener and enlightening. 

 

3. Third Day: (30th Oct. 2015) 

The third day began with the Holy Mass. Fr. S. Melchior, Director of a 

Charismatic group in Tiruchirapalli was the main celebrant, and Fr. Babu, his 

companion priest from Tiruchirapalli, in his short homily, spoke about the need for 

each one of us to encounter Jesus in our personal lives and experience his love. 

Only then will we be able to proclaim Christ. 

 

On the third day, a much appreciated talk was given by the ACECI Secretary, Fr. 

Varghese Nediakalayil SVD on the ―Transforming Influence of the Gospel‖ 

instead of the Executive Secretary‘s report. However the Executive Secretary‘s 

report is published here. He said that our mission is to lead Seekers of Jesus so that 

they may find Him and come closer to Him. A participant said that Fr.Varghese 

N.‘s sharing was practical and encouraging. 

 

In the final brain-storming and evolution session before lunch. The members 

appreciated the food and accommodation at SVD Sadbhavana. They were enthused 

with new ideas and vigor to continue their evangelical mission. Some regretted that 

the absent CEC Directors missed a very interesting and fruitful meeting. 

 

4. Vote of Thanks and Conclusion of the 15th General Body Meeting 
Fr. Varghese N. SVD gave the vote of thanks appreciating the efforts of the 

participants to come and actively participate in the meeting and to encourage each 

other to continue the evangelical mission of the Church through the Catholic 

Enquiry Centres. He thanked all the Director of the CECs for their reach out with 

Gospel in various ways and their co-operation and support to the Association and 

the ACECI National Office.   The meeting was concluded at 12.30 p.m. with a 

thanks-giving hymn to God for all His blessings. 

 

5. Visit to Sacred Heart Cathedral, CEC Delhi & ACECI National Office: 
By a pre-arranged bus, the participants visited the Sacred Heart Cathedral, office of 

CEC Delhi and the ACECI National Office in the afternoon. Mr. Mathew Antony, 

the Director of the Commission for Evangelization in the Archdiocese of Delhi 

explained the various evangelical efforts of Delhi CEC.  At the National Office, 

they were briefed about the way ―Divya Deepti‖ Correspondence Courses are 

being conducted from the National Office with the pictures of the Bible Students, 

their Identity cards, Certificates, Diploma in Bible studies and the seven Courses 
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which are being conducted. They were also  happy to see the newly painted 

ACECI National Office and the work done from there to animate and promote 

CEC ministry in India.  After having some light refreshment they went back to 

SVD Sadbhavana and left for their own CECs in the evening or on the next day.  

 

The 15th ACECI General Body Meeting came to a close, inspiring many CEC 

Directors and staff  to continue to share the Word of God to those to seek to know 

Jesus and his mission, as the Saviour of  humanity.  

 

—Reported by  Sr. Kiran PDDM & Epiphanus Massey 

 

 

 
 

President‘s Welcome Speech                                                                                                    
 

Dear Friends,  

As the 3rd President of the Association of Catholic Enquiry 

Centres India (ACECI) I am very happy to welcome you all to 

this 15th ACECI General Body Meeting. 

 

This may be the 15th ACECI General Body Meeting.  But 

ACECI has a long history of uninterrupted ministry of direct 

evangelization through the printed literature on Jesus Christ 

and the Bible.  

 

In fact, ACECI celebrated its Silver Jubilee in 2011 at Chennai together with the 

Golden Jubilee Celebration of the Chennai Information Centre, Arutchudar.  

 

The idea of forming the ACECI came up in the National Meeting at Goa in 1985 

and a constitution was drafted in the meeting. The Memorandum and the Rules and 

Regulations of ACECI was approved in the subsequent National Meeting at 

Bangalore in 1988. Then the ACECI was registered as a Charitable Trust and 

Registered Society in 1992 with De Nobili College address at Pune.  

 

Before the Association was formed Fr. Theodore Bowling SJ of IHS (Institute for 

Home Study) fame of De Nobili College, Pune was coordinating the work of 

Correspondence Courses at National level and organizing regularly every year 

either a National or a Regional Meeting of Directors of CECs in India. Prior to the 
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Goa Meeting in 1986 Fr. Bowling had organized at least 5 National Meetings and 5 

Regional Meetings of CECs in India. My own introduction to CEC at National 

level was in the 5th Regional Meeting at Mangalore in 1965 as I was then setting 

up my Catholic Information Service Society (CISS) at Ahmedabad. 

 

But the history of the Correspondence Course work on Jesus Christ and the Bible 

stretches back even beyond the National and Regional Meetings. The 

Correspondence Course work was started by Fr. Peter Sontag SJ, an American 

Jesuit missionary of Patna Jesuit Province at Patna. He prepared a series of lessons 

on Jesus Christ and the Bible and printed them on inland letters and sent them to 

enquirers – interested student seekers.  

 

When Fr. Peter Sontag was transferred to De Nobili College, Pune as Spiritual 

Father, he brought with him the Correspondence Course work and started IHS. 

From Fr. Peter Sontag Fr. Theodore Bowling SJ took over as the Director of the 

IHS. 

 

In 1994 on behalf of the Association, I set up the ACECI National Office at New 

Delhi, at old Chetanalaya through the generosity of Delhi Archdiocese, then under 

Archbishop Angelo Fernandes. The mandate from Archishop Fernandes was that 

ACECI will revive and run Delhi Archdiocesan CEC in exchange for the place for 

ACECI National Office. Then Archbishop Allen De Lastic gave us the present 

office on the first floor of the newly constructed Divya Deepti Sadan, on Bhai Vir 

Singh Marg, just for the cost price of 14 lakhs.  

 

I am very happy to recall here that Archbishop Vencent played a very important 

and significant role in setting up the ACECI National Office as he was first the 

Director of Chetanalya (the Diocesan Social Work Centre), then the  Vicar 

General, then  Auxilliary Bishop and finally as Archbishop of Delhi. The fact that 

Archbishop Vincent is with us today shows not only his support to us but also his 

keen interest in the ministry of direct evangelization.  

 

One last word about this Meeting. As I mentioned in my three Circular mails to all 

ACECI members and Associate members, this is a very important and significant 

Meeting for several reasons.  

 

First, the topics which we will be dealing with during this meeting include the 2 

Encyclicals of Pope Francis: Joy of the Gospel & ‗Laudato Si‘ (The Care of 

Mother Earth), and Missionary Situation in India Today.  

 



11 
 

Second, we will be looking at ourselves and reviewing our ministry as we report 

and share.  

 

Third, we will be planning for the future of CEC ministries.  

 

Finally, let me end my words with a quote from Geletf Burgess: ―If in the last few 

years you have not discared a major opinion or acquired a new one, check your 

pulse, you may be dead‖. I am sure that our meeting will prove that we are alive 

and kicking.  

 

Dear Friends, once more welcome to all of you, and thank you for listening me 

patiently. 

 

Fr. Varghese Paul SJ,                                                                                                                                        

(President, ACECI)  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY‘S REPORT 
 

The ACECI National Office consists of 3 persons, Fr. Varghese N. SVD, Sr. Kiran 

PDDM and Mr. Epiphanus Massy. The National office belongs to the 52 Catholic 

Enquiry Centres in India who are members of ACECI. 

 

01. Reporting on General Body Meeting: 

 After having conducted the 14th ACECI General Body Meeting here at 

Sadbhavana, in New Delhi, the ACECI National Office prepared and published the 

14th ACECI General Body Meeting Report illustrated with colourful pictures of 

the Meeting. The Report was sent to All Catholic Enquiry Centres in India, to all 

the Bishops of India and some Major Superiors and other persons connected to 

ACECI.   

 

We are very grateful to all the CECs which participated in the 14th ACECI 

General Body Meeting and all the CECs who Contributed to the expenses of this 

meeting as sponsors. 

 

General Body Meetings are sharing sessions of CECs with regard to the efforts 

made by each to reach out and teach the Gospel to people of other Faiths, who are 
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seeking to know Jesus, the Word incarnate  and the Word of God, the Bible. The 

meeting also has been animated by a Key-note address and other input sessions. 

The 14th ACECI General Body Meeting was inaugurated by Most Rev. Anil 

Couto, Archbishop of Delhi and addressed by  Fr. Faustine L. Lobo, the Director, 

of Pontifical Mission Societies. ACECI General Body Meeting enriches and 

encourages the participants to continue the Mission of sharing the Gospel.  

 

02. ACECI seeks for Funds: 

As ACECI has no regular income, it applies for funds either to Propaganda Fide or 

to Missio. In 2013 ACECI send two Applications to Propaganda Fide and received 

some funds to continue its work and to re-paint the National Office which consists 

of 5 rooms. 

 

03. CEC Stall at the Exposition of the Relics of St. Francis Xavier:                                            

It was a new experiment and experience in the ministry of  sharing the Gospel, 

following the foot-steps of St. Francis Xavier, at the 15th  Exposition of his Holy 

Remains, a body which has just dried up but remains intact even to this day. With 

the co-operation  of the Exposition Committee and CEC Bom Jesus Basilica, we 

were able to distribute Christian literature to people of all Faiths, including 

Christians. Besides, sharing the Gospel, this brought publicity to CEC ministry. 

The following CECs participated in this CEC Exhibition - CEC Ahmedabad, Su-

Sandesh Kendra Belgaum, Arutchudar Chennai, CEC Infant Jesus Shrine, 

Bangalore, CEC Pune and Divya Deepti, ACECI National Office, New Delhi. 

Besides CEC and Biblical literature in various languages, over 2000 copies of Fr. 

Varghese Paul‘s Gujarati book ―Isu – Mari Tumari Najare‖ (What Does Jesus 

Mean to me and You) translated into English and Malayalam were distributed to 

the pilgrims who visited the CEC Stall. 10,000 copies of a booklet on St. Francis 

Xavier, with the title, ―Glimpses of St. Francis Xavier‖ prepared by Fr. Varghese 

N. and printed in Delhi were distributed during the exposition through ―Bom 

Jesus‖ Basilica.  

 

Seeing the crowds of people visiting the Exposition, any one would say that St. 

Francis has become a witness to the truth of the Gospel even today. The 

Exposition, which lasted over a month and half was well-organized by the 

Archdiocese of Goa. The CEC exhibition was maintained all through, with the 

support of  personnel from various CECs which participated in this CEC 

Exhibition.  We could think of conducting such Exhibitions in future at special 

occasions in various pilgrim Centres as a collaborated effort. 
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04. New CEC Springs;  

We have 2 new initiatives in starting CECs. One in Nagpur and another in Barailly 

diocese. The Archdiocesan CEC of Nagpur was inaugurated by Archbishop 

Abraham Viruthakulangara on the 15th of March 2015. This CEC is entrusted to 

Daughters of St. Paul. Sr. Sumen DSP is in charge of this CEC. The ACECI 

National office has been supporting the New CEC by instructing as to how to go 

about it and by supplying literature. Fr. Varghese N.. was present for the 

inauguration.  

 

At Barailly, Fr. Rudolf is running ―Anugraha Ashram‖ for Christians and 

―Khrist-Bhaktas‖ who come to the Ashram for prayer. He also organizes retreats 

and catechetical training programmes for Catechists. The Ashram conducts the 

adoration of the Blesses Sacrament day and night. Since last year, Fr. Rudolf also 

has started CEC ministry with the help of lay-volunteers to share the Gospel. 

ACECI National Office has been guiding his staff as to how to go about it and 

have been providing the Centre with CEC lessons and literature.  

 

Another effort for a CEC is being made at Kolkata from ―Christ the King parish. 

Mr. Dominic and his wife were here, at the middle of October, to learn about CEC 

ministry. We instructed  and have sent some Meet Christ  Books to them.  

 

05. Visit our Website:  

Sr. Claudette DSP, the former editor of the monthly magazine, ―Religious India‖ 

and the CRI Bullatine ―CRIB‖ after visiting ACECI website: 

www.knowlordjesus.org commented that this is a website worth visiting but it 

needs much more publicity. Could you try and check whether the comment of Sr. 

Claudette is correct? Last year we have uploaded 2 articles on Sts Pope John XXIII 

and Pope John Paul II. They have been 2 Popes in our time who have endeared the 

world at large. They were loved and admired by all sections of people from all 

around the world. We have also uploaded a small booklet prepared by Fr. Varghese 

N. on St. Francis Xavier. ―Glimpses of St. Francis Xavier‖ so that you may have a 

glimpse of St. Francis Xavier. So please do visit this Website. 

 

Besides, Mr. Massey from our office has also opened a  Face-book in my name and 

uploads some Biblical messages. We do get a few Enquirers through the website 

and face-book. 

 

I am glad to inform you that, besides this we have  more CEC websites - from 

CISS Ahmedabad, from CEC Bandra, from CEC Infant Jesus Shrine Bangalore 
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and Maitri Sadan, Udaipur.  Our efforts must be that every CEC has a website or 

have a combined website by CECs from a particular language.  

 

If you sent prepared materials in any language we shall upload it into ACECI 

Website. In fact this website has uploads in English, Hindi and Urdu.  

 

06. Divya Deept Bible Correspondence Courses:  

―Divya Deepti‖  is a model CEC which  shows you how we can develop our CECs  

as standard  Bible Home Study program, with certificates and diplomas. You have 

already heard the report from Sr. Kiran (Please see the „Divya Deepti‟ Report). 

Our objective is to give you a model as to how you can go about and develop the 

Bible Correspondence Course program.  

 

07. Books available at ACECI National Office:  

We have printed 13,000 copies of ―St. Luke‘s Gospel‖ and 12000 copies of Acts 

of the Apostles. We are ready to share copies with you. 

 

―The Saviour‖: a book prepared by Fr. Bulke, combining the 4 Gospels into one, 

has been reprinted twice by ACECI. The last edition prepared by Fr. Varghese Paul 

and Printed at Anand Press, is available with us. 

 

―Isa se Milem‖ – Meet Christ lessons in Urdu is available with us.  

 

―Isa se Milem‖ – Meet Christ lessons in Hindi (re-edited and printed by ACECI 

National Office) is available at the National Office.  

 

The ―New Testament‖ – published by Gideon in Hindi, English, and Urdu is 

available with us  free of charge. 

 

08. Accounting: The office also has the job of account keeping. We have prepared 

out accounts for 2013-14 and 2014-15 and have them got audited.  

 

09. An Office Room given to another Agency:                  

We have enough space in the National Office. So we have given a room to another 

NGO who gives us a sum of Rs. 20,000/- every month.  

 

10. Collaboration with others:  

We have been in collaboration with Mr. Sibi, a member of ―Youth with a Mission‖ 

who distributes the New Testaments in Delhi. We help him to store the Gideon 

New Testaments here, at Sadbhavana. He has given free access to us to take and 
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distribute these New Testaments to pastors and missionaries.‘ I attended a meeting 

of Gideon‘s last year and was edified by their evangelical spirit. 

 

I have attended twice the meetings of ―United Christian Prayer for India‖, a highly 

sophisticated evangelical movement, emphasizing prayer as a very important tool 

for evangelization of India. . Most Rev. Vincent Concessao, the Archbishop-

emeritus of Delhi Archdiocese is the Chair-person of this Ecumenical movement.     

 

10. Prayer as our Tool:  

Six evangelical groups are praying at Sadbhavana on Sundays.  Many evangelical 

groups are using SVD Sadbhavana for Bible training programs. What I have 

noticed is that prayer is the tool of Charismatic and evangelical groups. What they 

emphasize is the power of God. And they are right. We too need to give emphasis 

to prayer. Hence as we teach our Enquirers by sending them lessons, we also need 

to pray for them. We too have to make prayer as our tool. To assist those who are 

in need of Prayer, Sr. Kiran PDDM does Counseling, Guidance and Blessings on 

every Friday at Kirpa Satsang in Sacred Heart Cathedral & in our Office too. It is 

with this conviction that I have composed a sample prayer-card. (Please see back 

cover page). CEC Bandra already has a prayer-card. I wish all our Centres could 

use this prayer-card or prepare their own prayer-cards and pray regularly for those 

with whom they are in contact.  It is not anything new. St. Therese of Lisseux is 

declared a Patron of the Mission not because of her social work but because of her 

prayer for the conversion of sinners and salvation of  the world. Jivan Dham, 

Faridabad is a Catholic model with which we are co-operating. You could also link 

with Charismatic Centres in your area.  

   

11. ACECI Office re-painted:   

We have just completed the repainting of ACECI National Office.  

 

12. Preparation for 15th ACECI Meeting  

Conducting this Meeting is the latest job we are engaged in. Your participation is 

very much appreciated because ACECI  is a union of CECs. The National Office 

can function properly only when member CECs co-operate with the Office and 

support the Office. Thank you. 

 

Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD 

(Secretary & Executive Secretary, ACECI) 
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 ―Divya  Deepti‘  

Bible Correspondence Courses 

 
2 YEARLY REPORT -  1st APRIL, 2013 - 31st March, 2015 

(Language of Courses:  Hindi, English & Urdu) 
 

 

Activity of  Divya Deepti : 

Divya Deepti Correspondence Course from National Office New Delhi  is a model 

for Bible Correspondence Courses, which are being conducted by various CECs in 

India. The  aim of this program is to show that a systematic Bible Home Study 

programme can be counducted for not only for the Enquirers from other Faiths  to 

know Jesus and the Gospel, but  it can even be used for Christian faithful to  

deepen their faith  and knowledge of the Word of God.  It has been said that the 

Indira Gandhi open University for  Distant Education has been initiated in the 

pattern of IHS, the Institute for Home Study, established in 1948 by late Fr. Peter 

Sontag SJ.  We are happy to note that there are a few Biblical/theological 

Correspondence Courses are being conducted for Christians, like the ones from 

Punnmalai Seminary and Vidya Jyoti, Delhi.   

 

Now there is also a need to develop  Bible Correspondence Courses through 

Internet. ACECI has inserted into its Website: www.knowlordjesus.org  Meet Jesus 

lessons in English, Hindi  and Urdu, We have also uploaded  ―God with Us‖ a 

pictorial presentation of  St. Luke‘s Gospel into our  website.  We  plan to start 

online  Bible Correspondence  Courses soon.  However,  such an effort should not  

deter us from the Postal Bible Correspondence Courses Programme, because the  

Postal Department is the most widespread communication net-work reaching even 

to the remote villages of India. It still works for the benefit of everyone in the 

country. The modern communication systems have not made the older 

communication  media out-dated.  Even today the News papers, magazines and 

books, the written literature are growing in their influence and outreach. Hence we 

continue to make Jesus known to people of the other Faiths through Bible 

Correspondence Courses. Written literatures are relevant for the masses, as they 

can be used with out any special gadgets. Hence, they are very important in sharing 

Good News.   

 

Divya Deepti, the Postal Bible Correspondence Courses, offers courses in three 

languages: Hindi, English & Urdu. We have a series of 7 Courses :  (1) Meet Jesus 

(Hindi & English) (2) God With Us (Hindi & English) (3) Teaching & Love of Isa 
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Masih (Hindi, English & Urdu) (4) St. Luke‘s Gospel (English & Hindi) (5) Acts 

of Apostles (Hindi) (6) What does it Mean to be a Christian (Hindi & English) (7) 

The Way that is Life (Hindi & English) 

 

This year there have been  few new Enquiries. But the old students continue to do 

their courses. Hence there is no problem in carrying on with  our Bible 

Correspondence Courses faithfully and in a systematic way.  Though there is a fall 

in letter correspondence, we do  get some new enquirers through e-mails and 

phone calls. Our experience is that people are still eager to know about Jesus 

Christ. They wait for the literature and also respond to us by sending their answer-

papers and through personal letters or e-mails.  

 

Efforts to sustain the interest : 

We sustain the interest of our students  through personal letters, phone –calls, E-

mails and also by giving them an Identity card, colourful Certificates Cards & a 

Diploma in Bible studies to those who finish at least six of our Courses.   

 

We also send them additional reading materials and an yearly Calendar. Our aim is 

not only to teach the Gospel but also create a personal friendship through personal 

contacts. 

 

We have prepared separate group-lists for e-mailing to our Students, CECs, 

ACECI Governing Body, and participants of ACECI General Body Meetings.  In 

this way we make quick contact with them all.  

 
I.   Number of Enquiries from April, 2013 to March, 2015  

 
 New Enquiries................................................................ 198 

 Hindi Students ................................................................  153 

 English Students ............................................................. 32 

 Urdu Students ................................................................. 13 

 

II.  Books, Course Booklets  
1.  ―Yesu Millan‖ Booklets  ( Hindi)    (120x5 Books) 600 

2. ―Meet Jesus‖       ―       (English)   (22x5 Books)  110 

3.           ―                 ―               (Urdu)    (7x5 Books)    35 

4. ―Ishwar Hamare Sath‖   (Hindi)   (112x1 Book)  112 

5. ―God With Us‖............. (Eng.)  (22x1 Book)      22 

6. Isa Masih Ki Siksha avm Prem...(Hindi)    (06x1)   06 

7. The Teaching & Love of Isa Masih (Eng.) (04x1)   04 
8. Yesu Masih Ki Talim ......................(Urdu)   (20x1 Book)      20 

9. St.Luke‘s Gospel .............................(Hindi.)  (313x1 Book)    313 

10. St.Luke‘s Gospel ............................(Eng.)  (87x1 Book)     87 

11. Acts of the Apostles .......................(Hindi)  (124x1 Book)    124 
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12. ―What Does It mean‖......................(Hindi )  (15x4 Books)    60 

13. ―What Does It mean‖......................(Eng.)   (08x4 Books)    32 

14. ―Jeevan Path‖ .................................(Hindi)  (05x12 Books)    60 
15. ―Way That Is Life‖................ (Eng.)  (03x12 Books)   36 

16. Who is Jesus  Christ..............(Eng.)  (05x1 Book)    05 

   -------------------------------   

  Total 1626 = 1626  

   ------------------------------- 

Bible related books sent other than courses for general reading : 

1. The Saviour.................................... (English)    06 

2. Bible Ka Paigam ………................ (Urdu)    10 

3. New Testament.............................. (Hindi)    05 

4. New Testament.............................. (Urdu)    02 

5. Holy Bible...................................... (Hindi)     03 

6. Holy Bible...................................... (Eng.)    01 

   -------------------------------

                                      Total          27         =  27 

             ------------------------------- 

Books for Goa Exibition  
1. Yesu Millan .................................. (English)    500 

2. Meet Christ .................................. (Urdu)    35 

3. God With Us ……………………... (Eng.)   50 

4.  St. Luke‘s Gospel .......................... (Hindi)   50 

5.  Acts of the Apostels....................... (Hindi)   50 

6.  Who is Jesus Christ........................ (Eng.)   20 

7.  What does it mean to be a Christian. (Hindi)   250 

8.  What does it mean to be a Christian. (Eng.)   250 

9.  Saviour ......................................... (Eng.)   25 

10. God is Love .................................. (Eng.)   100 

11. Holy Picture of Jesus.....................    300 

12.  Glimpses of St. Francis Xavier........ (Eng.)   10,000 

     ------------------------------- 

                                  Total     11,030  = 11,030 

                                                                                                    -------------------------------           
Books sent to  Nagpur CEC 

1.  Yesu Millan ..........................................(Hindi) 50x5   250 

2.  Yesu Millan ..........................................(Eng.) 20x5   100 

3.  Meet Christ .......................................... (Urdu)   35 

4.  God With Us ………………………… (Hindi)   50 

5.  St. Luke‘s Gospel .................................(Hindi)   50 

6.  Acts of the Apostels..............................(Hindi)   50 

7.  Teaching & Love of Isa Masih..............(Hindi)   50 

8.  Who is Jesus Christ................................(Eng.)   20 

9.  What does it mean to be a Christian.......(Hindi/Eng.) 50x4   200 

10.  Holy Picture of Jesus..............................   100  

   -------------------------------
                                    Total       905        =     905  

   ------------------------------- 

Books sent to Barelly CEC 

 1. Yesu Millan .......................................... (Hindi)   50x5   250 

 2. God With Us ………………..………......(Hindi)   50 

 3. St. Luke‘s Gospel ...................................(Hindi)   50 

 4. Acts of the Apostels................................(Hindi)   50 
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 5. Teaching & Love of Isa Masih.................(Hindi)   50 

 6. What does it mean to be a Christian..........(Hindi)   250 

 7. Holy Picture of Jesus...............................   100 

   -------------------------------                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

   Total    800    =  800   

   ------------------------------- 

Books sent to Kolkata 

1. Yesu Millan ........................................... (Hindi) 25x5   125 

2. Yesu Millan ...........................................  (Eng.) 25x5   125    

  —————————— 

   Total    250    =  250  

   —————————— 

 

III. Issued Certificates, Diploma & Identity Cards   116 

1. Certificates for different Courses (Hindi & English)   92 

2. Diploma Certificates (Hindi & English)   12 

3. Identity Cards (Hindi & English)   12                                                                                               

  

IV. Printing Calendars (2015) : 
1. Hindi Big Size Calendar...................................................   2,000 

2. English Big Size Calendar.................................................   1,000 

3. Hindi Pocket Size Calendar..............................................   1,500 

4. Holy Picture Pocket Size.................................................   1,500

                                                                        ———————

                                    Total  6,000  

   ——————— 

 
Reminder Letters :                                     80 

 Circulars (Pentecost) to Students through Emails:            55 

 Circulars (Pentecost) to Students by Post:                100 

 Circulars (Pentecost) to CECs Participants through Emails: 31   

 Circulars (Pentecost) to CECs Participants by Post:              21 

 

Conclusion: 

It is a good way of reaching to any corner of the country through the postal net-work of India & 

teach people about Jesus and His Message. St. Paul was fully convinced of his vocation to preach 

the Gospel of Christ. May his passion for the work of proclamation of the Gospel, and his 

commitment, as a spontaneous response to God‘s never failing love, be the source of inspiration & 

strength to all of us who are committed to proclamation through the Catholic Enquiry Centres. 

 

 

   Fr.Varghese N.SVD                   Sr. Kiran                                     Epiphanus  
    (Director, Divya Deepti)                   (Office In-Charge)                 (Joint Office In-Charge)  
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Key-note Address:    
 

Call to Evangelization: 

Biblical and Ecclesial Perspectives 

This presentation has two parts : A Biblical Perspective and an 

Ecclesial Perspective 

 

 

(A) A Biblical Perspective: 

 

Story of Emmaus  (Lk 24:13-35) 

It is utmost important for the Christians to focus on the resurrection. We are called 

to proclaim, not the dead Christ, but the Risen Christ. This Risen Christ we 

encounter in our daily lives. Resurrection is the ultimate symbol of transformation. 

In this short article, we will reflect on our encounter with the Risen Lord in the 

light of the Emmaus story. 

 

Critics have acclaimed Emmaus story as the world‘s most beautiful and perfect 

short story. We have a lot to learn from the encounter found in this narrative. In the 

story we see two sad disciples going away from Jerusalem. They were going away 

from the Church in Jerusalem.  

 

Jesus meets these two ordinary disciples. These two disciples were not main 

disciples; they were not popular; they were not among the twelve. One of them was 

Cleopas, and the other‘s name we don‘t know. That disciple could be you or me. 

They were not VIPs, but ordinary people. But for Jesus they were special. Each of 

us is special for Jesus, and he comes to meet each one of us. 

 

Jesus meets these two disciples on the way, walking with them. Similarly Jesus 

walks with us, talks with us, comforts us in our daily life. Unfortunately we don‘t 

recognize him. The two disciples in the Gospel initially fail to recognize Jesus. We 

need to understand how in and through three broken things, Jesus came to these 

two disciples. God uses broken things beautifully: Broken clouds pour rain, broken 

soil sets as fields, broken crop yields seeds, broken seeds give life to new plants. 

So when we feel, we are broken, we need to believe that God is planning to utilize 

us for something wonderful. Jesus broke himself to give us wholeness. 

 

On the way to Emmaus, Jesus revealed himself in three types of brokenness:  

(1) Jesus revealed himself in the form of a broken pilgrim: Jerusalem was a 

mega city. Many people used to travel to this important city for religious as well as 
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business purposes. That is why the roads going to and from Jerusalem were often 

plagued by robbers. We all know the parable of the Good Samaritan where a man 

was looted by robbers on the way from Jerusalem to Jericho. It was dangerous to 

travel alone on this road. In the Gospel passage we see Jesus travelling alone. Not 

only was he alone, he had no shelter to spend night. While the night was fast 

approaching, the Risen Lord was ready to go ahead alone on that dangerous road. 

At that time, two disciples urged him strongly and said, ―Stay with us, because it is 

almost evening and the day is now nearly over.‖ The disciples were sad and 

downcast. In spite of that they gave shelter to the poor, broken, lonely and 

shelterless pilgrim and that is why they were able to encounter the Risen Lord.  

 

Lord Jesus comes to us daily in the form of poor, needy, broken and shelterless 

people. Unfortunately we don‘t call him in our houses; we don‘t give him the 

shelter. We LET JESUS PASS US BY. We allow Jesus to go away from us. It is 

utmost important that we allow broken people to come into our lives and spend 

time with them. Like Mother Teresa we can find Jesus tangibly in the broken 

humanity. St. Ignatius said, ―Friends of the poor makes us friends of the Lord.‖ 

 

(2) Jesus revealed himself in the form of broken word: Lord Jesus comes to us 

in the form of the breaking of the word in the Bible. On the way, Jesus explains 

Scripture to the disciples. He breaks the word and clarifies its meaning to the 

disciples - how to attain the resurrection by going through Passion and Death is the 

essence of the Bible. By unraveling the Scripture to them, Jesus gave hope to the 

dejected and depressed disciples. After hearing these hope-filled words in the 

Scriptures, disciples felt their hearts burning within them. Bible, the Word of God 

gives us strength and courage and helps us to encounter the Risen Lord so that we 

can proclaim him to the people around us. It is very important for us to read and 

meditate on the Bible to encounter the Lord. 

 

(3) Jesus revealed himself in the form of broken bread: In our Eucharist, we 

have two main parts: Liturgy of the Word and Liturgy of the Eucharist. In the 

Liturgy of the Word, we hear the Word of God and we break the word of God. In 

the liturgy of the Eucharist, Jesus comes to us in the form of broken bread and 

gives his divine life to us. Jesus breaks himself for us so that we may get health 

and fullness of life. During the Eucharistic encounter, Jesus invites us to break our 

body and shed our blood for the salvation of the world. 

 

All Christians need to encounter the Risen Lord daily in the broken humanity, in 

the broken word of the Bible and the broken bread of the Eucharist. If such an 

encounter takes place on regular basis, the Church will indeed be a transformed 
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and resurrected Church! The message is we cannot evangelize if we are not 

nourished by Eucharist and in turn become like Jesus, another Christ in this world. 

 

Today Jesus wishes to bring about transformation in our lives. I wish to 

recount to you a true story based on Emmaus Story. 

 

Once, a guide was explaining the painting of the Emmaus story to some visitors to 

the museum where it was on display. In the group was a couple, Mr. and Mrs. 

Browne, whose only son had been recently killed in a car accident. They were still 

in a state of shock and had come to the museum that day merely in the hope that it 

might take their mind off their sorrow for a little while. As the guide started the 

story, the Brownes were only half listening. However he told it in such a way that 

by the time he had finished they were captivated. Afterwards they complemented 

the guide. ―We‘ve heard that story before, but it never moved us till now. You told 

it with such feeling and conviction.‖  

 

―There was a time when I told the story badly,‖ replied the guide.  

―What happened to change that?‖ the Brownes asked.  

 

―Three years ago,‖ the guide began, ―my wife got cancer and died a slow 

agonizing death. I could see absolutely no meaning in her terrible suffering and 

untimely death. She was a good person. She didn‘t deserve all this. I was heart-

broken. It was as if the world had come to an end. Nevertheless, I was persuaded to 

go back to work here at the museum. So once again I found myself telling the 

story, only more mechanically than before.  

 

Then one day something clicked with me, and suddenly, I realized that the story 

was not just about those two forlorn disciples but about me too. Like the two 

disciples, I was going down a sad and lonely road. Even though I‘m a believer, 

regrettably, up to this Jesus had been little more than a shadowy figure who lived 

only in the pages of the Gospels. But now he came alive for me. I felt his presence 

by my side, the presence of a friend who knew all about human suffering. It was as 

if at that moment my eyes were opened and I saw things differently. My heart 

began to burn within me. As I went on telling the story, a healing process was at 

work inside me. Even though at times I am still fragile, I had begun to hope and 

live again.‖  

 

The Brownes were unable to hold back their tears. ―Strange, they said, but as you 

told the story, we too felt our hearts burn within us.‖ They told him the story of the 
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tragic death of their son. As they parted the Brownes said, ―Thank you for what 

you did for us. You are a true story teller.‖ 

 

Jesus as we know was the greatest story-teller. He taught simple and poor people in 

parables. The best teaching of his was taught through the living parable of 

Calvary. He explained that parable to the disciples on the way to Emmaus. If we 

learn the parable of the Calvary, we can say that we have encountered Christ and 

learnt Christianity. Like the guide in the story, who encountered the Lord, 

experienced healing within him and continued telling the story to other 

people, it is our responsibility to share our encounter with the Risen Lord.   

 

Call to evangelization begins with first realizing Jesus to be our constant 

companion, experiencing him in broken pilgrims, broken word and broken bread 

and above all learning from the parable of the Calvary. 

 

We need to reflect on the Images which Jesus provides us in the Gospel: Salt of the 

Earth, Light of the world, leaven, mustard seed. We are a tiny minority, yet we are 

called to make our presence felt by our works of mercy. We are called to be Fruity 

(possessing the fruits of the Spirit). We can do that by making Jesus the centre of 

our life 

 

(B) An Ecclesial Perspective – of Holy Father, Pope Francis: 

There is no better inspiration for the Church today than Pope Francis. He teaches 

us how to be evangelizers in the world today. I wish to highlight some points from 

three of Pope Francis‘ writings and initiatives: (1) Evangelii Gaudium (Joy of the 

Gospel), the Apostolic exhortation, (2) Year of Family Lineamenta: Bringing New 

life in Family, (3) Pope Francis‘ letter to the Consecrated People 

 

1) Based on Evagelii Gaudium:  

Shifts needed in our Christian Life today to be effective Evangelists: 

 

i. From Authoritarian Elitism to Liberative Praxis:  
Pope Francis states: ―A supposed soundness of doctrine or discipline leads to a 

narcissistic and authoritarian elitism, whereby instead of evangelizing, one 

analyzes and classifies others, and instead of opening the door to grace, one 

exhausts his or her energies in inspecting and verifying. In neither case is one 

really concerned about Jesus Christ or others‖ (EG 94). 

 

One needs to have a ―missionary heart‖ and get one‘s shoes ―soiled by the mud of 

the street‖ (EG 45). He reminds us that Jesus wants us to touch human misery, to 



24 
 

touch the suffering flesh of others (EG 270). It demands pastoral workers to 

overcome three evils of ―individualism, a crisis of identity and a cooling of 

fervour‖ and encourages ―encounter with others, engagement with the world‖ and 

―a passion for evangelization‖ (EG 78). It also requires the Church to initiate 

everyone into the ―art of accompaniment‖ which teaches us to remove our sandals 

before the sacred ground of the other (cf. Ex 3:5) (EG 169). 

 

ii. From Alienating Hard-Heartedness to Dialogical Communion: 

―Sometimes we prove hard of heart and mind; we are forgetful, distracted and 

carried away by the limitless possibilities for consumption and distraction offered 

by contemporary society. This leads to a kind of alienation at every level‖ (EG 

196). Pope Francis detests the idea of religion being relegated to the inner sanctum 

of personal life, without influence on societal and national life, or without concern 

for the soundness of civil institutions. (EG 183) 

 

Pope Francis calls the Church ―the house of the Father, with doors always wide 

open,‖ and ―where there is a place for everyone, with all their problems‖ (EG 47). 

The Pope desires the Church where ―everyone can feel welcomed, loved, forgiven 

and encouraged to live the good life of the Gospel‖ (EG 114). He appeals to the 

Church to pursue the path of cultural diversity (EG 117) and inculturation (EG 

122) and to generate processes of people-building (EG 224). Evangelization also 

involves the path of dialogue. Pope Francis mentions three areas of dialogue: 

dialogue with states, dialogue with society – including dialogue with cultures and 

the sciences – and dialogue with other believers who are not part of the Catholic 

Church (EG 238, cf. EG 250).  

 

iii. From Centralized Church to Participatory Church: 

―The Church is or should go back to being a community of God‘s people.‖ The 

Pope calls all the baptized ―missionary disciples‖ (EG 120). Pope Francis is right 

in stating: ―Doubly poor are those women who endure situations of exclusion, 

mistreatment and violence, since they are frequently less able to defend their 

rights‖ (EG 212). The Pope appreciates women‘s contribution to the Church when 

he states, ―The Church acknowledges the indispensable contribution which women 

make to society through the sensitivity, intuition and other distinctive skill sets 

which they, more than men, tend to possess‖ (EG 103, cf. also EG 104). In and 

through Mary, Jesus has given the Church an ―icon of womanhood‖ (EG 285).  

 

iv. From Triumphalistic Church to Poor Church: 

Indeed, it is scandalous for the Church to be rich in the midst of the vast ocean of 

poverty. It is painful to see clergy and religious celebrating extravagantly, without 
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having concern for the poor. This is a counter-witness to Christ. Being aware of 

this, in 2013–2014, while the Society of Jesus is celebrating 200 years of its 

Restoration, Fr. General, Adolfo Nicolás, appealed to all the Jesuits to avoid all 

kinds of triumphalism and keep the celebrations simple and meaningful. 

 

On 16th March 2013, in his address to the representatives of the Communications 

Media, Pope Francis exclaimed, ‖How I would like a Church which is poor, and 

for the poor!‖. 

 
 

 

 

NEW EVANGELISATION 
 

(This article is based on a Power-Point Presentation by Fr. B. 

Anthony from the Archdiocese of Madras-Mylapore and the 

former Director of Arutchudar, Chennai and the former  

President of ACECI, at the 15th ACECI General Body Meeting. 

It has been  edited into the following  article by Fr. Varghese N. 

SVD, ACECI Executive Secretary) 

 

1. What is New Evangelization:  
The New Evangelization in the Catholic Church is a recent movement to renew its 

evangelical mission both within the Church, deepening the faith of the Catholics, 

and to reach out to others outside the Church with the Gospel of Christ, with a 

renewed enthusiasm. The scriptural foundations for this renewed evangelical thrust 

is Jesus‘ call to the fisher-man, Peter, ―Put out into the deep and let down your nets 

for a catch (Luke 5/4) and the assurance of the prophet Isaiah, ―From now on I will 

reveal new things to you , hidden things which you have not known.(Is. 48/6)  

 

New evangelization is a look into the future, not with fear and anxiety, but with 

courage and commitment. It is a renewed sharing and assuring of the Faith we 

already possess – Faith in God who sent his Son as our Saviour and the Holy Spirit 

as the spirit that enlivens our own spirit to go forth and bear witness to God‘s love 

for the sinful mankind.  The new evangelization is   new not in its content but new 

in its ferver, in its methods of sharing the Gospel and the new way of expressing 

the Gospel truths to the modern generation. It is the sharing of the eternal truths 

of God‘s salvation for mankind in a renewed way. It is to give central place to 
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Jesus Christ in our evangelical mission of teaching, healing and helping the 

helpless.  

 

According to Fr. Avery Dulles SJ, Pope John Paul II‘s understanding of New 

Evangelization has been the following: “When we say that the Church is Catholic, 

we mean that she is evangelizing, missionary and apostolic. If she lacked these 

qualities, she would not be the true Church.” (Pope John Paul II- Chile, 1989) 

 

2. The teaching of the Magisterium of the Church on Evangelization in our 

times:  

In the Ist  Vatican Council, the word ―Gospel‖ was used  once in its documents and 

the words ―evangelize‖ and ―evangelization‖ were not mentioned at all while the 

IInd Vatican Council used the word ―Gospel‖ 157 times and ―evangelize‖ 18 times 

and *evangelization‖ 31 times.  

 

―Ad Gentes‖ (1965), the Mission Document of the Vatican II wrote: ―The Pilgrim 

Church is missionary by her very nature. For it is from the mission of the Son and 

the mission of the Holy Spirit that she takes her origin, in accordance with the 

decree of God, the Father‖. 

 

In ―Evangelii Nunciandi‖, Pope Paul VI clearly declared that the Church exists in 

order to evangelize: ―The most beautiful testimony of life will reveal itself 

powerless unless it is made explicit by a clear and unmistakable announcement of 

the Lord, Jesus‖ (EN # 22). He also insisted on the fact that we are called to be 

witnesses rather than teachers: ―Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses 

than to teachers; it is because they are witnesses,‖ (EN # 41) as Jesus had already 

told the Apostles, ―You shall be my Witnesses‖. 

 

In ―Redemptoris Missio‖, Pope John Paul II insisted that 

Evangelization is not the principle task of the Church, but it is 

the one. He wrote: ―I sense that the moment has come to commit 

all of the Church‘s energies to a new evangelisation and to the 

mission‘ ad gentes”.  

 

He wrote, ―No believer in Christ, no institution of the Church 

can avoid this supreme duty: to proclaim Christ to all peoples.‖ 

 

The Holy Father again says, ―The first form of evangelisation is the witnessing, but 

the initial proclamation has a central and irreplaceable role. All missionary activity 
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is directed to the proclamation of the mystery of salvation in Jesus, and 

consequently the formation of Christian communities‖. (Redemptoris Missio, Ch. 

IV) 

In ―Ecclesia in Asia‖1999,  Pope John Paul II wrote:‖ All activities of the Church 

and its personnel is for evangelization whether it be dialogue, education, medical 

apostolate, social work, proclamation, etc (EA#23). Yet proclamation is always the 

most important and can never be substituted. There can be no true evangelization 

without the explicit proclamation of Jesus as the Lord‖ (EA#29, 27) 

 

3. The present missionary setting and situation of the Church in India:  

The Catholic Church has 22,908 different kinds of institutions, 61,11,500 students 

are studying in our Catholic Schools.  We have the best opportunity to form these 

students in our education institutions in Christian faith and values, especially 

because Jesus Christ is the most influential personality in human history even 

today. And his good news of salvation is good for everybody. But we seem to be 

not comfortable with ‗evangelization‘, the primary mission of the Church, in spite 

of the fact that all the institutional structures emerge from the Church‘s missionary 

character. But at present the Institutions seem to control her, and reduce her Proper 

Mission as one of her  activities. Today we have a fear of survival. Hence Mission 

becomes secondary and survival becomes our primary concern. Originally all our 

institutions are established for missionary proclamation of the Good News, but we 

are slipping out of our original purpose. This fact has been realized and accepted in 

the Church. CBCI Evaluation Report of 1995 wrote: ―These centers and 

institutions become agents of counter witness and not instruments for spreading the 

Gospel Values. CBCI has failed to put a halt to such activities, indulged in by 

different Religious Congregations.‖     

 

We must also recognize our Indian situation as a society of wounded humanity 

with rise of the mono-cultural militant nationalism, ever-enduring cateism which 

sees human society as a class-society, rather than an equitable human society.  In 

our Indian society there is also the promotion of a culture of death. Our need today 

is to counter them with the Gospel rather than to submit to them.   

 

4. Call to the Whole Church for a New Evangelization: 

Call to New Evangelization has been the clarion call of Saintly Pope John Paul II: 

―When we say that the Church is Catholic, we mean that she is evangelizing, 

missionary and apostolic. If she lacked these qualities, she would not be the true 

Church.‖(Pope John Paul II - Chile, 1989) 
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―I sense that the moment has come to commit all of the Church‘s energies to a new 

evangelization and to the mission ‘ad gentes‟. No believer in Christ, no institution 

of the Church can avoid this supreme duty: to proclaim Christ to all peoples.‖ 

(Redemptoris Missio)  

 

 In Catechesi Tradendae (Catechism in our Times) he said ―The Kerygma is to 

arouse faith. (# 18). Catechesis is different from the first announcement - it‘s 

objective is to mature and educate….Often there has not been even the first 

evangelisation. ( # 19) 

 

 ―The first form of evangelisation is the witnessing, but the initial proclamation has 

a central and irreplaceable role. All missionary activity is directed to the 

proclamation of the mystery of salvation in Jesus, and consequently the formation 

of Christian communities‖. (Redemptoris Missio, Chapter V) 

 

Pope John Paul II emphasized it further: 

Only a New Evangelisation can assure the growth of a faith clear and deep. (Christi 

Fideles Laici # 34)  

 

―Only genuine hope for a better world and brighter future‖.  (EA # 29)  

 

―Look to the future with commitment to a New Evangelisation. One that is - New 

in its zeal, New in its methods, New in its expression (Pope John Paul II, Haiti 

1983) 

 

 ―All activities of the Church and it‘s Personnel is for evangelisation whether it be 

dialogue, education, medical apostolate, social work, proclamation, etc,.(EA # 

23).Yet proclamation is always the most important and can never be substituted. ― 

There can be no true evangelisation without the explicit proclamation of Jesus as 

Lord‖ (EA#19, 27).  

 

―How is that Christ who is an Asian, and Christianity that started in Asia, are so 

little known in Asia?‖(EA# 2). 

 

He notes that the first Millennium saw the spread of Christianity in Europe and the 

second in the Americas. He challenges us to make the third millennium the 

millennium of Asia. (EA#1) 
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 Karygmatic Message of Pope Benedict XVI: 

―I wish in my first encyclical to speak of the love which God lavishes upon us and 

which we in turn must share with others.‖ 

―The Church‘s mission always bears a Christological focus. Jesus Christ who died 

and rose from the dead. He is Risen!‖ (Deus Caritas Est# 1) 

 

The Person of Christ: ―Like any evangelistic outreach, the ―New Evangelisation‖ 

must be centered on the person of Jesus Christ and on the one eternal Gospel.‖ 

(―John Paul II and the New Evangelisation‖ - Fr. Avery Dulles. SJ). Jesus Christ 

died for us and became our Saviour. He is risen and has become our Lord. He is 

glorified and thus become our Messiah. 

 

The Holy Spirit: ―In our own day too, the spirit is the Principal Agent of the New 

Evangelisation.‖ (John Paul II. Tertio Millennio Adveniente [# 45] 1994) The 

Vatican II was like a Pentecost. However, if you compare with Christmas, 

Pentecost is poorly emphasized and celebrated in the Church: 

 

A Comparison in the Celebration of Christmas / Pentecost 
 

Christmas  Pentecost 

 

Solemn Midnight  Nil                                                                                                                   

Crib  Nil                                                                                           

Holidays                                         Nil                                                                                                                      

Gifts Nil                                                                                                                          

Christmas Cards Nil                                                                                                      

Christmas Tree Nil 

Decorations Nil                                                                                                                          

Greetings: ―Happy Christmas‖ Nil                                                                                                     

Shopping Nil 
 

The celebration of the feast of Pentecost needs much more emphasis today than it 

is being practiced in the Church. It is only through the power and presence of the 

Holy Spirit in each one of us and among us that can make us true evangelizers.   

 

Spirituality of the Evangelizer:  

An evangeliser must be a God-experienced person. A fire can only be lit by 

something that is burning in itself. The personal life and spirituality of Mother 

Teresa could be a model for us.   
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Commitment to Evangelisation: 

This ecclesial sense of commitment to evangelisation should permeate down to 

every Christian and take root in every believer. Church leaders need to galvanize 

the massive power of the laity and their various charisms which lay hidden 

untapped for evangelical work. (EN.70-73; CL.35; RM.71-74) 

 

Conclusion:  

The Roman Catholic Church looks like a Sleeping Giant. To wake her up means 

that every CATHOLIC should become an EVANGELISER. The people of God, 

the majority of whom are the lay-faithful must be made conscious of their call to 

evangelize the whole of humanity for its salvation. Today the ordinary Christian 

faithful stand as an unused resource. Let us form every Catholic into an 

evangelizer. An evangelized Church must be full of evangelizers. 

 

However, there are Positive Signs, emerging in the Indian Church, building up a 

renewed evangelical spirit through the following movements:  Khrist-bhaktas, 

Jesus-Youth, Charismatic Renewal  Movements, Catholic Enquiry Centres, Basic 

Christian Communities and Basic Human Communities and School of New 

Evangelization. Lets promote them and join hands with them. Let us also revive 

the evangelical spirit in our established institutions instead of secularizing them. A 

Christian institution must be truly Christian, being proud of Jesus, their trade-mark. 

Like Mother Theresa, let us share Jesus whom we have experienced, with others. 

As they come closer and closer to God, they will stand by him and choose him for 

themselves, in and through Jesus whom God has sent into the world for the 

salvation of the world.     

 

Almighty God and Father of the universe, make me a true messenger of the Good 

News – world‘s salvation in and through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit whom 

you have sent into the world.  

 

We make Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Bible known through: 
Free Postal Bible Correspondence Courses in 13 languages of India 

Good books libraries & reading-rooms 

Exhibitions & writings in the Secular Press 

Spiritual Renewal Conventions 

We conduct Online Bible Study Courses: 

Course 1 : God with Us 

Course 2 : Meet Christ 

Course 3 : Who is Jesus Christ 

Course 4 : St. Luke‘s Gospel 

Course 5 : The Acts of the Apostles 

Course 6 : Introduction to Holy Bible 

Course 7 : Why and How to Pray 
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RELEVANCE OF A CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE 
 

Whether it is at a Railway-station or at a bus-stand, inevitably 

you notice an Enquiry Counter along with the booking - office. A 

traveler at a new station always approaches this counter to solve 

his/her problems regarding his/her booking, timing of the train or 

bus, or to confirm a destination to which he/she is supposed to 

travel. Its not only railway-stations and bus-stands have 

information/enquiry counters, but even banks, schools, hospitals, big business-

institutions and government-offices too have information/enquiry counters. It 

means everywhere there are people who are searching for information as to where 

to go or when to go, how to go or whom to meet, when to meet or where to meet, 

or what to get, where to get and how to get. The enquiry counters answer all these 

queries and guides people in their needs.  

 

People make enquiries not only with regard to their ordinary needs, but also for 

spiritual needs and religious aspirations. For example, a Catholic who is particular 

about his Sunday obligation, when he is at a new place, enquires as to where the 

parish church is located and what are the Mass-timings.  But there are others whose 

religious interest inspires them to learn not only about their own religion but also 

about other religions, to enrich their spiritual personality or to satisfy their religious 

curiosity. In the multi-religious context of India, there are many people who are 

interested to know what his neighbour‘s religion is and what  his religious practices 

are either as to appreciate his life or as to understand his behaviour.  There are 

others, especially educated young people in India today who are eager to learn 

from various sources, religious, scientific or social to enrich their lives. The 

interesting fact is that there are many people who want to know about Jesus Christ 

and the Christian religion.  

 

It is in this context that Catholic Enquiry Centres have their relevance. As every 

organized institution has an open window, a counter for enquirers, the Church too 

must have Enquiry Centres on the parish and diocesan levels to furnish information 

to those people who want to know not only about our institutions and services but 

also want know more about Christianity, or seek spiritual and personal guidance, 

or to ask for prayer and blessing. As a well organized society, the Church must set 

up many more Enquiry/Information Centres to cater to the many who seek to know 

more about Christ, Christian faith  and the Church in our country and to attend to 

those devotees from other communities who visit the Church‘s pilgrim shrines and 

churches.  
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Evangelical proclamation and Catholic Enquiry Centres: 

Since the day of Pentecost the Church has realized and taken upon itself as its 

joyful duty to share the Good News. The history of the Church is not only the 

history of Christian living but also its missionary endeavours to proclaim the 

Gospel and build up Christian communities around the world. In our time, the 

Church has an established pattern of making itself present in various geographical 

areas through its various religious, social, medical and educational institutions, and 

the Church has exerted a marked influence in various spheres of human life 

through its services. It stands out with esteem for its efficient and self-less services. 

This has won for itself many friends and admirers, and there are many who want to 

know about the life and teaching of Christ, about Christian religion and about the 

Church and as to how to pray like a Christian, though there are also some critics 

and a few enemies of the Church.  

 

But if the Church is truly serious about evangelical proclamation, it must take 

interest in its friends, admirers and enquirers. It must make provisions to give easy 

access to them, as some of them are sincerely and seriously interested to know 

more about the Christian community, its spiritual values, its religious practices and 

above all about its inspiring foundation – Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Whenever we speak of enquirers regarding religion, they don‘t come as a crowd, 

but as individuals or small groups. But they are genuine seekers who are interested 

to know more about Christ and Christianity, and are open to be influenced by their 

new knowledge in some way or other. The fact is that there have been and there are 

thousands of such people in our country who have been influenced by the witness, 

services, Gospel-sharing of the Christian community. A few of the eminent among 

them have been Swami Vivekananda, Mahatma Gandhi, Mahatma Phule, Dr. S. 

Radhakrishnan and Vinoba Bhave. We must be contended with and thank God for 

a fact that the Church is living as a ―leaven‖ in the Indian society. But the question 

to be asked is when  seekers/enquirers  approach the Local Church (the parish or 

diocese) does it have a proper set up to serve their needs – to welcome them, guide 

them and furnish them with the needed information and to maintain a fellowship & 

follow up? There seems to be a short-sightedness in this regard that most parishes 

ignore Church‘s evangelical concern and limit themselves to their pastoral duties 

alone or also take care of  some educational and social services.  

 

The experience of Catholic Enquiry Centres: 
The need for an evangelical openness was already realized in some quarters of the 

Church over 50 years ago, and Catholic Enquiry/information Centres have been 

established as a way of sharing the Good News to enquirers from non-Christian 
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religions. Over the last 50 years 70 such Centres have been set up in the country 

and many of them are doing a very commendable service.  

 

The significant aspect of this ministry is that the Catholic Enquiry Centres cater to 

such people who want to know some thing about Christ himself or the Christian 

community. They are educated people, who have a spirit of enquiry and are ready 

to learn. And they look up to Christian religion and community with esteem. All 

those who have taken up this ministry seriously bear witness to the transforming 

influence of the Gospel on the lives of the genuine seekers. And such influence 

brings in a rich dividend – many good friends of Christians and even some 

converts to Christianity.   

 

The success of the Enquiry/Information Centre ministry depends on as to how we 

understand its relevance as an evangelical ministry. Its success depends on our 

interest to reach out to others with the name of Christ and the Gospel. The Church 

also needs to interpret its life and ministry to the world in its true perspective.  If it 

does not interpret and share the reason of its presence and services for the world as 

it serves the world, it forces the world to interpret the Church and its ministries in 

its own way or from its own perspective which distorts the true identity and 

intentions of the Church.  

 

Jesus said ―seek and you shall  find‖ and ―knock and it shall be opened to you.‖ If 

so the seekers of Christ and even those who question the Church‘s ministries and 

their motives  should  be attended to, and the door of the Church must not remain 

closed when someone knocks at it. Should there not be a well-planned and well-

equipped information/enquiry counter in every parish or at least in every diocese, 

to inform and instruct people about  the Church and the head of the Church – Jesus 

Christ? 

 

- Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD 

(Secretary & Executive Secretary, ACECI) 

 

 
Treasures in Heaven 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break 

in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy and 

where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is there your heart will also be. 

The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your 

eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then, your light within you is darkness,  

 how great is that darkness! 

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 

the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money (Mathew 6/19-24) 
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Participants in Action 
 

 
Miss. Bernadette & Mr. Emmanuel, CEC Delhi - Leading the Singing 

 
Figure 1Fr. Edwin Rodrigues, SJ delivering the Key-note Address 
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Mrs. Crescentia Konatt, CEC Mumbai - Sharing the Word of God 

 

 
Figure 2Miss. Theresa, CEC Kristanjali, Bangalore - Reporting 
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Mr. Miguel Martins, CEC Goa - Reporting 

 

 

 
Fr. Norbert SVD, Mr. Miguel Martins & Others in discussion 
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Participants in a Group Discussion 

 

 

 
Mr. Epiphanus with Participants visiting ACECI National Office 
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Visit ACECI Website  
 

www.knowlordjesus.org 
 

 
 

ASSOCIATION OF CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRES – INDIA 
  

Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres –India (ACECI) is an Association of 52 
Catholic Enquiry Centres in India engaged in making Lord Jesus Christ, the 

greatest personality in Human History, known and loved by all peoples, 
irrespective of colour or creed. It also introduces people to the Holy Bible, the 
greatest book ever printed and read by more people than any other book.  
 
ACECI is a National Net-work of Bible Home-Study Centres, through Postal 
Correspondence Courses and other ways of Bible Sharing. It is meant for those 
seekers who enquire to know more about Lord Jesus Christ and the teachings of 
the Bible. “SEEK AND YOU SHALL FIND”. 
      

 Address: : ACECI National Office 
    : 10, Bhai Vir Singh Marg, 

   New Delhi – 110 001 
 Phone  : 011-23361264 
 E-mails  : aceci@rediffmail.com, 

   aceci.nationaloffice@gmail.com 

  

http://www.knowlordjesus.org/
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PHOTO GALLERY PICTURES 
by Miss Ranjana Konatt, Mumbai 
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