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Sacred Heart of Jesus : The Symbol of Divine Love 

A prayer for the Evangelization of India 
(Please pray and email this prayer to another person) 

 

Almighty Eternal God, we adore and thank you for sending your Son and your Spirit 

for the salvation and sanctification of the whole human race.  Make  us  all  worthy  to  

be  called  as  your  children and help us to live with one another as your children. 

 

Father, we thank you especially for your offer of salvation through your Son to our 

country through St. Thomas the Apostle and many great missionaries like St. Francis 

Xavier. Even then millions in our country grope in ignorance of and unbelief in your 

Son and fail to acknowledge you as the one and only true God, send your Holy Spirit 

into the hearts and minds of our people, so that they may be drawn to your Son and  

recognize and accept him as their Lord and Saviour. Give them the grace to accept each 

other as brothers and sisters without any discrimination and prejudice, so that we may 

accept each other as your children. 

 

Father, fill your Church in India with your Holy Spirit, so that all those who believe 

may be true witnesses to your Son, and are eager to share the Good News of your saving 

and caring love. Fill all our Missionaries with eagerness and courage to reach out to all 

our people and share the message of your love and salvation with everyone. Mary, 

queen of Apostles, pray for the salvation of our country. St. Thomas, St. Francis Xavier 

and Missionary martyrs and saints of India pray for the salvation of all of us. We make 

this prayer through Christ our Lord. [Amen] 

 

Please pray and encourage others to pray for the  

Evangelization of India 

The Cathedral Church in the Capital of India is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
(Prepared by: ACECI National Office, 10 Bhai Vir Singh Marg, New Delhi-110 001) 

Contact No. 011-23361264 
Email: acecidelhi@rediffmail.com, Our Website: www.knowlordjesus.org 

 

http://www.knowlordjesus.org/
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1. Drumming Your Drum 

16th ACECI General Body Meeting – Introduction 

Dear Friends & Co-workers in the Lord‘s Vineyard, 

Greetings! It is not enough to have a Drum but you should go 

on drumming it. If you don‘t drum your drum, who else will drum it 

for you. General Body Meetings are occasions to meet your 

companions to share with them what you do or how do you go about 

sharing the Good News of the Lord.  And when you celebrate the 

Jubilees of your CECs, you still more loudly drum — saying we are 

doing the Lord‘s work sharing his Good News for our salvation. So Jubilees are 

welcome events which loudly and widely report and share the fact of your years of 

evangelization efforts. Jubilees encourage and help others to join our Band!  

 I am glad to present the Report of the 16th ACECI General Body Meeting held 

at Bangalore from 6th to 9th July, 2017,  along with the reports of the  Ruby Jubilee of 

CEC Bangalore. The credit of this well-planned and organized meeting goes to Sr. Janet 

DSP, the then Director of CEC Infant Jesus Shrine, Viveknagar, Bangalore, her team of 

staff and co-workers along with their Spiritual Director, Fr. Nathan who really worked 

hard for its success.  We are also very grateful to the Archbishop of Bangalore, Most 

Rev. Bernard Moras and his two Vicar Generals who supported and guided this 

Meeting and the Ruby Jubilee of CEC Bangalore. We had a good number of people 

attending this meeting, besides the delegates from CECs across the country.  

As the success of this meeting and the Jubilee celebrations of CEC Bangalore, is 

to be credited to CEC Bangalore, I thought that it would be better that the ACECI 

National Office publishes its report after CEC Bangalore publishes its report. This is 

one of the reasons for the delay. Another reason is personal – my health conditions and 

other assignments.  

However, this report has to be published as it was a monumental event along 

with Ruby Jubilee Celebration of CEC Bangalore. We are happy to have joined the 

CEC Jubilee Celebrations with quite a number of CECs in India. ACECI exists to 

promote and support CECs in India and therefore we must realize that CECs in India 

are more important than the ACECI. Association is for CECs and CECs are not for the 

Association.  Hence we are reporting about the Jubilee Celebrations of CECs of Bandra 

and also Belgaum. The 14th General Body Meeting was organized along with the 

Golden Jubilee celebrations  of Arutchudar Chennai and the Silver Jubilee celebrations 

of  ACECI at Chennai.  

CECs  are the Lord‘s Vineyard workers reaching out and teaching and keeping 

in touch with  the seekers of the Lord, many of whom are true believers in the Lord, 
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though they are not formally baptized Christians. One of them was late Mr. Khosla who 

treated me as his brother, told me that he cannot receive baptism as a formal 

introduction to the Church for family reasons, but he was a believer. Another person, 

Miss. Deepa wrote to me saying that though she was not regular in sending her answer 

papers, she does read a chapter from the Old Testament and one Chapter from the New 

Testament every day from the time she was a student at the College. Another Muslim 

gentle man, a CEC student, visited me requesting me to pray over him and shared with 

me that he visits the Sacred Heart Cathedral in Delhi every week with his family. But he 

wanted to remain anonymous. We must be grateful to the Lord that he has thousands of 

followers other than the formally baptised Christians. CECs are engaged in promoting 

and supporting such believers, whom I am sure, that the Lord accepts as he accepted 

Zacheus and Nichodemus.  

This report aims at recognizing the strenuous efforts of many CECs in India for 

years and years. Hence it will be interesting to go through these reports to understand, 

appreciate and learn from the CECs in India as to how to share the Word of God 

without counting the cost. For our model is the Lord‘s parable of the Sower: ―The 

Sower went out to Sow‖ (Mt. 13/1-9) 

 

Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD 

(Secretary & Executive Secretary, ACECI)  

***** 

2.  INVITATION 
18.04.2017                                                                                                                                                                                                    

To all Directors of Catholic Enquiry Centres in India 

 

Dear Friends in Jesus,                                                                                                                                       

Easter Greetings to all of you. We have just completed the memorial celebration of a 

series of great events - Palm Sunday, Moundi-Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter 

Sunday. These are no mysteries but a Great History created by our ever-living Lord, 

with an everlasting effect on the humankind and its destiny. This history is the Good 

News boldly preached by the Apostles, evangelists and the great missionaries, and has 

been witnessed by the whole Church around the world. And now we are called up to 

share with everyone around us, this Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Since 1948, The Catholic Enquiry Centres, the Institute for Home Study, as 

initially called  by its founder late Fr. Peter Sontag SJ, have been a great movement to 

share the story of IHS (Iesus Hominum Salvator) with all those who are sincerely 

seeking to know Him.  

We have another good news: the Archdiocesan Catholic Enquiry Centre, 

Bangalore has completed 40 years in sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. His Grace 

Archbishop Bernard Moras and the Bangalore CEC team want to share the joy of 

Sharing the Gospel with all of us. Hence they are inviting all Catholic Enquiry Centres 

in India to join them to celebrate this year‘s CEC Sunday with them. So come let us join 



7 
 

them in thanking God for His Blessings on their efforts to share the Gospel for last 40 

years.  

Along with this celebration, we plan to hold our 16th ACECI General Body 

Meeting at Bangalore. The Archbishop Bernard Moras, a truly enthusiastic evangelical 

Bishop, has invited us to hold ACECI General Body Meeting at Bangalore and has 

kindly consented to give us the Key-note address and bless us to continue the ministry of 

evangelical proclamation.  

Please do come and join these 2 events 

Date: 6th - 9th July, 2017                                                                                                                                                                              

Venue:  Paalana Bhavana, No. 5, Nandi-Durga Road, Jayamahal Extension,  

Bangalore-460 046 

***** 

3. 16
th

 ACECI General Body Meeting - A Report 
By Sybil and Dominic J. Azavedo 

The Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres - India had its 

16th General Body Meeting on 7 and 8 July, 2017 in Paalana 

Bhavana (the Archdiocesan Pastoral Centre), Bangalore. The theme 

was: ―Come, Share in the Light of Christ!‖ (Matthew 11:25-30). 

Bishop Robert Miranda of Gulbarga, presided at the Concelebrated 

Inaugural Mass in the absence of Archbishop Bernard Moras of 

Bangalore who had to go to Mangalore for his brother Thomas‘ funeral.  Bishop Robert 

in his homily told the 70 participants from all over the country that we have to be men 

of prayers to evangelize. He emphasized the relationship between the CEC and the 

Charismatic Movement.  We are walking missionaries!  The other celebrants at the 

altar were Msgr. S. Jayanathan, Vicar General of Bangalore, Fr. Varghese Paul, S.J. 

(President, ACECI) and Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil, SVD, (Secretary & Executive 

Secretary, ACECI).  Fr. J. A. Nathan, Spiritual Director, Catholic Enquiry Centre 

(CEC), Bangalore gave the introduction.   

At. 11.45 a.m., Fr. J. A. Nathan led the Praise and Worship session with lighting 

of the lamp by the main celebrants of the Eucharistic Celebration and Sr. Maria Janet 

Varghese, dsp, Directress, CEC Bangalore. 

In his Presidential address, Fr. Varghese said that though we were having the 

16th General Body Meeting of ACECI, the ACECI is 31 years old as it was formed in 

1986 but the Correspondence Course was started in 1948.  Due to Archbishop 

Bernard‘s absence, Fr. J. A. Nathan read the Archbishop‘s Keynote address. The 

Archbishop said that several people were seeking for Jesus and so the CEC must reach 

out to them.  There are 52 CECs in India.  Great leaders of India were influenced by 

Christ.  Evangelization is mandatory. 

The other speakers for the day were Fr. Faustine I. Lobo, National Director, 

Pontifical Mission Organization and Dr. D. Jayanand, a lay missionary.  
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On 8th July, Fr. Harry D‘Souza of Gulbarga spoke on the participatory role of 

the religious in the revitalization of the CEC Mission.  Sr. Philo Cardoza –SJT, 

Bangalore, spoke on the Proclamation of the Good News.  She said that we have to be 

people of prayer, solidarity, communion, hospitality, doing works of mercy and 

compassion. She added that the internet had immense potential in hardings on the faith 

and so did the Small Christian Communities in strengthening the bond among 

Catholics.      

Fr. Varghese Paul, S.J., gave a brief history of the CEC.  Fr. Paneer Selvam from 

Suvarta Kendra said that besides Correspondence Courses, the CEC should distribute 

calendars, have Christmas programmes, retreats, counseling and intercessory prayers 

for and among people of all faiths. Good use should be made of Facebook, monthly 

magazines. 

Encouraging reports were given by representatives from 21 Centres in 19 

Dioceses. At the election meeting where 19 Directors were present, the following were  

newly elected: Fr. Varghese Paul, S.J. President, Ahmedabad; Sr. Janet Varghese, dsp, 

Bangalore; Fr. Varghese N. SVD, Delhi; Fr. Norbert Herman, Udaipur; Members – Fr. 

Arulraj, Chennai, Mr. Mathew Antony, Delhi and Sr. Pacifica BS, Belgaum.  Mr. John 

Xavier of Bangalore was the Election Returning Officer.  2 Days programme was 

efficiently coordinated by Mr. George C.L.  

 

4.  Newly Elected ACECI  Governing Body 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Sr. Janet Varghese DSP   Fr. Varghese Paul, S.J.    Fr. Varghese N. SVD 
Vice President CEC Bangalore   President, Ahmedabad   Secretary ACECI Delhi 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   Fr. Norbert Herman         Fr. Arulraj    Mr. Mathew Antony 
     Member, Chennai      Treasurer, Udaipur         Member, Delhi  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Sr. Pacifica BS 
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  Member, Belgaum 

 

5.  ACECI President‘s Inaugural Address 
Fr. Varghese Paul, S. J. 

 

Dear Friends, 

I am happy to welcome you, dignitaries on the stage, Directors and 

staff personnel of CECs, Co-workers, Collaborators and all other 

Delegates and collaborators, who could not attend this meeting.  Some 

of them like Minoo Engineer from Mumbai had sent a message.  I am 

sure that our Secretary Fr. Varghese will read the inspiring message 

sometimes during this meeting. 

Our Executive Secretary ―Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil has sent you with the 

invitation to this ACECI General Body Meeting, a write up on the Holy Spirit  working 

in the Acts of the Apostles.  His Spirit-filled sharing has, so as to say, sets the tone for 

our meeting. Both Minoo and Fr. Varghese are telling us to make our meeting a 

prayerful event.  

I know that some of you are attending for the first time a ACECI General 

Meeting.  So I may need to clarify a few things.  This 16th General Body Meeting does 

not mean that ACECI is 16 years old.  In fact, ACECI is 31 years old since it was 

founded as an Association in 1986 and subsequently was registered as a Charitable 

Trust and Society at Pune in 1992.  ACECI organizes General Body Meting every 2 

years and Regional meeting every other year. 

Actually our Correspondence Course was work begun in 1948.  So in a way, we 

are 69 years old.  Our ACECI National Office was inaugurated by then Apostolic 

Nuncio of India, Archbishop George Zur at New Delhi on September 11, 1994. So the 

ACECI National Office for the past 23 years has been coordinating and promoting the 

Correspondence Course work in India. 

Today in our particular socio-religious and political situation, we need to think 

ahead and plan our ministry well.  So we have much work to do during this General 

Body Meeting. 

The socio-religious and political situation may be grim.  But we know that Jesus 

who entrusted us this ministry is always with us.  He has told us to preach and spread 

His Gospel of love, peace and forgiveness. He has assured us that he will be with us till 

the end of the time. So seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit constantly, we can go 

forth with courage and fortitude.  

Dear Friends, we have important business like Election of Office Bearers and the 

Members of the Governing Body. We have to re-energize ourselves with sharing the 

reports of our CEC. We also need to begin CEC in all the State and Ecclesiastical 

Regions, where there are no CECs. 

Remember that God has chosen us to this particular ministry of evangelization 

with a vast vineyard of 1.25 billion of people in India. The vast majority of people in 
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India have not yet heard about Jesus Christ and his message of love, service, forgiveness 

and mercy.  So we have a great and challenging task to do. 

I have one appeal to you all. Let us find time during this General Body for 

personal prayer and also for praying together.  Remember what Tennyson said: ―More 

things are wrought by prayers than this world dream of.‖     

While wishing you all a pleasant and useful General Body Meeting, let me 

conclude my words with a quote from Pope Francis.     

I am sure all of you have read Pope Francis‘ Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii 

Gaudium – ―The Joy of the Gospel‖.  In it Pope Francis says: The best incentive for 

sharing the Gospel comes from contemplating it with love, lingering over its pages and 

reading then with the heart.‖ (No 264 p. 193). 

A.M.D.G. 

 

***** 

 

6.   ―Let Your Light Shine before Others‖ 

 

The Keynote Address: 

by His Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Bernard Moras, 

Metropolitan Archbishop of Bangalore. 

 

Dear Bishop Robert Miranda, Bishop of Gulbarga and the Chairman of 

Regional Commission for Proclamation and Evangelization, Rev. Fr. Varghese 

Nediakalayil SVD, Executive Secretary, ACECI; Sr. Jenet Varghese, Directress, CEC – 

Bangalore; Rev. Fathers, Sisters, Brothers and Friends, 

It gives me immense joy to welcome all of you to the Metropolitan Archdiocese of 

Bangalore and to this 16th General Body Meeting of the Catholic Enquiry Centres of 

India held at Paalanaa Bhavana (Archdiocesan Pastoral Centre), and also to the Ruby 

Jubilee Celebrations of the Archdiocesan Catholic Enquiry Centre to be held on 9th 

July at the Cathedral Church. At the outset, let me also congratulate for the wonderful 

and commendable services all of you do in your respective dioceses through your 

Enquiry Centres, especially making Christ known to those who either haven‘t heard of 

Him or willing to know more about Him through your direct contacts and 

Correspondence Courses. Of course, one can understand that it is not an easy task, 

under the prevalent situations, to speak openly about Christ and to bring the non-

Christians to the Catholic fold. All of you deserve our sincere appreciation and 

congratulations! Keep it up and continue the good work you are doing! 
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We are happy to note that there are quite a number of people in India who 

accept Jesus with great respect and regard. They follow Jesus in their own way. Then, 

there are others who are seeking to know and come closer to Jesus. But who will 

introduce Jesus to such people? This is what the Catholic Enquiry Centres all over the 

country are doing, by helping a seeker to find Jesus, by meeting people in their homes 

with Christian literature, and making Jesus accessible to them through Correspondence 

Courses and Websites. 

The Catholic Enquiry Centres are one of the many ways in which the Church in 

India is trying to fulfill its mission of evangelical proclamation – reaching out and 

teaching the Gospel. We are happy to know that there are over 52 Catholic Enquiry 

Centres in India working together to share the Good News with the people of other 

Faiths who are seeking (enquiring) to know about the life and teaching of Jesus Christ 

and the Bible. The objectives of the Catholic Enquiry Centres have been to inform, 

instruct and assist a person who sincerely and personally seeks to follow Christ in some 

way. 

We are informed that these Centres, situated in various dioceses of India reach 

out to educated people of our country in 12 languages. They belong mostly to various 

dioceses, though a few belong to some religious congregations. They are managed by the 

dioceses, religious congregations and associations of Catholic Faithful. It is encouraging 

to note that from the beginning of this movement, Lay Associations have been in the 

fore-front to propagate the Faith among the interested non-Christian seekers. 

Even though, at times, it is difficult to speak openly about Christ, most people 

respect and appreciate Christianity in our country. In general, most people in India 

recognize the Christian community as peace-loving and service-minded. Christians are 

considered to be honest and hard-working. ―Missionary spirit‖ is understood as the 

spirit of selfless dedication and service. Many of our National Leaders like Swami 

Vivekananda, Mahatma Gandhi, Mahatma Phule and Dr. Radhakrishnan have been 

deeply influenced by Jesus and His teachings. They have been encouraging the people to 

emaulate the example of Christian missionaries in the service of  the poor in the 

country. Today many people sincerely seek to know Christ and come closer to Him. 

Thousands of people visit our churches, pilgrim centres, charismatic centres and join 

Bible Study programmes for this purpose. They become friends of Jesus or ―Khrist-

Bhaktas‖. They appreciate Christians and Christian services and are eager to be close 

to Christians, in spite of the vociferous and terrorizing anti-Christian propaganda of a 

few fundamentalist groups in our country. 

It is unfortunate that the Church in India is very much influenced by Western 

secularism, in spite of the fact that there is a ―clamour‖ for the indigenization of the 

Church in India. Mission theology has been seeking escape routes, not to take the name 

of Christ. Even among those who professed to be ―missionaries‖, only a few are engaged 

in the ministry of teaching the Gospel. Consequently we do not reach out and share the 

Gospel even to the people who are sincere seekers. Ministry of sharing the Good News 

has been pushed to the back seat in the Church today. 

The Catholic Enquiry Centres and all those who are serious to share the Gospel 

are being challenged as the ministry of proclamation is very much side-tracked. There 
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have been 70 Catholic Enquiry Centres established in India from which 52 still survive 

and about 40 of them are really active today. However, the Charismatic movement in 

the Church has become a curative movement. Therefore, CECs must join hand with 

Charismatic and other evangelical movements, not only to keep this movement alive 

and active but to animate the dioceses to fulfill the command of the Risen Lord to 

proclaim the Gospel everywhere. The CECs are encouraged to promote Mission 

Sunday,  Bible Sunday, Feast of Pentecost and the Feasts of St. Thomas and St. Francis 

Xavier in order to animate the Church to be truly a missionary. We also need to start a 

prayer-campaign for the evangelization of India, seeking the help of the Holy Spirit of 

God. 

Dear Friends, Catholic Enquiry Centres reach out to thousands of people from 

other Faiths with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, helping them to know Him and be 

transformed by Him through their various ministries. 

In 1989, Pope John Paul II said in Chile: ―When we say that the Church is 

Catholic, we mean that she is evangelizing, missionary and apostolic. If she lacked these 

qualities, she would not be the true Church.‖ 

In Evangelii Nuntiandi, we read: ―The most beautiful testimony of life will reveal 

itself powerless unless it is made explicit by a clear and unmistakable announcement of 

the Lord Jesus‖ (EN. No. 22). 

―You shall be my Witnesses‖ is the command of Christ: ―Modern man listens 

more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, it is because they are witnesses‖ (EN. No. 

41) 

In ―Redemptoris Missio‖ Chapter 5 we read: ―The first form of evangelization is 

the witnessing, but the initial proclamation has a central and irreplaceable role. All 

missionary activity is directed to the proclamation of the mystery of salvation in Jesus, 

and consequently the formation of Christian communities.‖ 

In ―Tertio Millennio Adveniente‖, Pope John Paul II said: ―In our own day too, 

the Spirit is the Principal Agent of the New Evangelization.‖ (No. 45) 

―Ecclesia in Asia‖ says: ―All activities of the Church and its Personnel is for 

evangelization whether it be dialogue, education, medical apostolate, social work, 

proclamation, etc. (EA. No 23).‖ ―Yet proclamation is always the most important and 

can never be substituted. …There can be no true evangelization without the explicit 

proclamation of Jesus as Lord.‖ (EA. Nos. 19 & 27) 

―Am I a Christian giving witness to Jesus or am I a simple numerary of this sect, 

unable to let the Holy Spirit drive me forward in my Christian vocation?‖ Pope Francis 

asked in his homily at a Mass on 6th May, 2014 in the Domus Sanctae Martae, where he 

lives. ―Christianity is not a school who follow Jesus and give witness to Him every day. 

We are not a religion of ideas, of pure theology, of beautiful things and commandments. 

Christians who don‘t give witness are unfathomable. No, we are a people who follow 

Jesus Christ and give witness—that is, want to give witness to Jesus Christ—and this 

witness sometimes ends up being giving one‘s life,‖ His Holiness said. 

Dear Friends, I am happy to know that the Theme chosen for this year‘s General 

Assembly is: Come, share in the Light of Christ! In the Gospel of John, Jesus is called 

―the true light, which gives light to everyone‖ (John 1:9). Throughout the New 
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Testament, the followers of Jesus are called to be lights in the darkness. So, what does it 

mean to shine? It means: Being counter-cultural. We live in a dark world, full of lies, 

hate and confusion. But God‘s Word tells us to ―cast off the works of darkness and put 

on the armor of light‖ (Romans 13:12). While others are chasing after physical 

pleasures and selfish gain, we are commanded to live a different way—to ―put on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh to gratify its desires‖(Romans 

13:14). Jesus said, ―Let your light shine before others‖ (Matthew 5:16a). He explained 

that no one lights a lamp just to hide it under a bushel. A lamp is meant to be placed on 

a stand to give light to everything around it. Whether we are timid or outgoing, we are 

called to be a light to the people around us. That is only possible if we are taking time to 

interact with people and cultivate relationships. 

When Jesus said, ―Let your light shine before others,‖ that wasn‘t the whole 

sentence. He went on to give the reason why it is important to shine: ―so that they may 

see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven‖ (Matthew 5:16b). 

Our goal should never be to bring recognition to ourselves, but to bring glory to God. 

There is a fine line between being a light and putting on a show to get attention. It is a 

matter of the heart. 

To walk in the light is to have a daily commitment to living out a righteous life. It 

refreshes us within so that we gain the power to be refreshment to those around us. 

May I once again extend a very warm welcome to all of you to the Archdiocese 

and wish this 16th General Assembly of the CECs – India a grand success. I also wish 

the deliberations and interventions you make at this Assembly motivate you to make the 

Theme, ―Come, share in the Light of Christ‖, come alive in your everyday life. 

May our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, and Mother Mary, the first Missionary, and 

St. Francis Xavier, the Patron of the Missions and of the Archdiocese, inspire and guide 

you at this General Assembly, and help you succeed in all your future endeavours. 

Thank you and May God bless you! 

***** 

 

7.  Executive Secretary‘s Report                                                                       
 (16th ACECI Gen. B. Meeting, Bangalore, 06-09 July 2017) 

01.  Introduction:                                                                                       

 We had our last 2 ACECI General Body Meetings held at SVD Sadbhavana, 

New Delhi. One of the reasons for it was that the venue was at my disposal and Delhi 

being a Capital, travelling facilities are available from all over the country. This time we 

have the opportunity to hold our General Body Meeting at a place, which is equally 

convenient for all of us to reach, thanks to the invitation of CEC, Infant Jesus Shrine, 

Bangalore.  

Attendance at Previous General Body Meetings has been varying, at Bandel we 

had over 60 participants,  attendance  at Chennai was good enough, but it was not very 

satisfactory at Delhi meetings. However, we have a good attendance at this meeting.  

02.  15th ACECI General Body Meeting Report Published: 
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After the last General Body Meeting, the first engagement of the National Office 

was to prepare and publish the Report of the last General Body Meeting. We are very 

grateful to Miss. Ranjana Konatt for beautiful photos she had taken of the last General 

Body Meeting. They are available with us and are used in the report. Quite a bit of time 

was taken to edit the power-point presentations by the speakers. But they are worth 

reading.  The report was sent to all  CECs, CEC Bishops, all the other bishops of India 

and some of the Provincial Superiors. We printed a 1000 copies of the Report and all 

have been dispatched with a view to share information about CEC ministry and to 

create evangelical interest among the CECs and the Church leaders.  

03. CECs in General:                                                                                                      

The National Office is seriously trying to activate and promote CEC ministry in 

India. There have been over 70 CECs begun in various dioceses in our country. Among 

them 52 CECs joined together and formed the Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres 

in order to promote evangelization in general and CEC ministry, with printed 

literature. For this purpose we hold regular General Body Meetings of CECs with a 

view to share with each other our efforts and learn from one another. We have been 

also holding occasional Regional Meetings. The National Office also has been sending at 

least two circulars a year with a view to animate our CECs. But CECs work depends on 

the interest of the Bishops in charge as the directors are often changed. When a few of 

our CECs go dormant, some others come into existence. We have supported in recent 

years the establishment of a CEC in Bareili, Nagpur and Kolkotta. Now an effort is 

being made to establish a new CEC in Secunderabad. At the same time we have to 

acknowledge and thank the directors of CECs which  have been doing an enduring 

service. Some of them are CEC Pune, Arutchudar Chennai, CEC IJS Bangalore, Masih 

Vidya Bhavan Indore, CISS Ahmedabad and CEC Delhi. We are grateful to all CEC 

directors who are trying to reach out and share the Gospel in some way through Print 

Media and to make the name of Jesus, our Lord known . My observation is that CECs 

should have much more co-operation among themselves and with the National Office.  

04.  Divya Deepti & the Website:                                                              

In order to continue and promote the ministry of Bible Correspondence Courses 

through the national postal net-work  ACECI National office runs ―Divya Deepti‖ as a 

model for others. A report on which has already been presented.  

In order to promote evangelical out-reach through electronic meida, the National 

Office maintains the website: www.knowlordjesus.org. We are glad to inform you that 

CISS Ahmedabad, CEC Bangalore, CEC Bandra, Maitri Sadan Udaipur have their 

own websites. It is important that all our CECs think about having their own websites 

or join together and have a website in a particular language. We must try to establish 

websites in every major language of India and make use of all modern means of 

communication like the Face book. 

In fact, the Hindus have put us behind. They have several channels which are 

active on a 24x7 basis. The Muslims too are using the modern means of communication 

widely and even aggressively. 
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05.  Literature for CECs:                                                                                            

Each CEC is free to prepare Lessons, translate the existing Courses in English 

and Hindi  or select books for various Courses in the language it works. Catechetical 

lessons of the Church also could be adopted. It is not possible to have a centralized 

preparation and printing of Courses in various languages. However, IHS Pune has been 

providing ―Meet Jesus‖, ―What Does It Means to be a Christian‖ and ―The Way that is 

Life‖ in English, Hindi and Marathi.  Lessons on these 3 Courses are at present   are 

being distributed by IHS from St. Paul‘s Seminary in Pune. ACECI National Office also 

makes CEC lessons available from National Office. You are welcome to write to us 

when you need. We have re-edited and printed Meet Jesus (in Hindi) and they are 

available with us. We have also other lessons and the book like ―The Saviour‖, four 

Gospels compiled into one book by late Fr. Camil Bullke and printed and published by 

Fr. Varghese Paul SJ. for ACECI.     

06.  Donation from an Associate Member:                                            

ACECI has been promoting Associate Members. The Associate Members are 

expected to pray for CEC Evangelical ministry and contribute financially for this work 

as far as possible. Their membership fee is Rs. 100/- per year.  We have nearly 100 

Associate Members. After initial enthusiasm, many of them do not respond to our 

letters. But we have had an Associate Member, late Mr. Nicholas Clement D‘Souza and 

his wife, Mrs. Kosubai N. D‘Souza from Vasai, who have been supporting IHS and 

ACECI on a regular monthly contribution Rs. 400/- per month each.  Before his death, 

Mr. Nicholas Clement D‘Souza mentioned in his last will that a provision be made that  

the same amount be given to these organizations; and instructed his nephews, Mr. 

Manish Felix D‘Souza and Ajit Mannuel D‘Souza to continue to give this contributions 

on a regular basis. The nephews, being loyal to their uncle later decided to give to IHS 

and ACECI Rs. 100,000/- each to be put into FDs which would give Rs.400/- or more to 

each institution every month. At the good will and instruction of Fr. Ted Bowling SJ, 

later Rs. 200,000/- was transferred to ACECI Accounts by Mr. Manish D‘Souza. This 

amount has been put into FD in accordance with the intention of the donors and the 

interest of the amount is being made use of by ACECI. There are a few other regular 

annual contributors who sent their Asso. Membership fee and a small donation. 

However, we are sure that all of them are well-wishers of CEC ministry and most of 

them are praying for evangelization of our country.  

07.  Evangelical Collaboration with others:    

Besides working on the basis of ACECI National Office, we have been promoting 

all forms of evangelical efforts like the Satsang in the Delhi Cathedral, Charismatic 

prayer at Jivan Dham, Faridabad and at Jasola Syro-Malabar parish. We have opened 

Sadbhavana for prayers for several evangelical groups. Sadbhavana hosts many 

seminars and training programs by several evangelical groups. We also support 

Scripture distribution. Sibi, who came to our previous General Body Meeting at 
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Sadbhavana continues his Scripture distribution keeping the Bibles and New 

Testaments at Sadbhavana.  

As a microscopic minority, Christians in India cannot afford to be divided, but 

collaborate and support one another for the Christianization of India, the only way to 

liberate the poor and marginalized and to maintain an egalitarian social order. Hence 

we need more collaboration within the Catholic Church and with other Christian 

Churches.  

Recently, we have opened a permanent  Art Exhibition of 50 Biblical Paintings 

by Fr. Thomas Thudipara SVD, with a view to inform and instruct  all those who come 

to Sadbhavana Meetings and prayers. Of course, this Exhibition is open to all. The 

parish at Masihgarh encourages the parishioners to visit this exhibition. We have also 

another Biblical Exhibition set up in Masih Vidya Bhavan, Indore. They are 62 Biblical 

paintings by late Sr. Genevieve SMMI.   

Fr. Shanti Raj, the previous secretary of CCBI Commission for Proclamation, 

has published a book, ―100 ways of Evangelization‖. He is right. There are very many 

ways of reaching out and teaching the Gospel. All of us must be interested to make 

Jesus known to as many people as possible for their salvation and their emancipation 

from misery on earth.  

08.  Prayer for Evangelization of India:  

My present conviction is that evangelization in India  is not  possible through our 

Socio-educational work or medical work which are being served as mute services. It is 

not in our human power to win hearts for God. It is possible only through the grace of 

God as once Mother Theresa said. Jesus told his disciples, ―The harvest is plentiful, but 

labourers are few. Therefore, pray to Lord of the harvest to send more labourers into 

the harvest‖. He said ―pray‖. Hence we must pray for evangelization more than 

anything else. A ―Prayer for Evangelization of India‖ which is composed at ACECI 

National Office is being distributed. The aim is not that everybody says that prayer; but 

pray for evangelization. We must have a prayer campaign for the evangelization of 

India in and through our families, parishes, religious communities and institutions. God 

only can turn the minds and hearts of people to Him. In fact, CEC Bandra had already 

composed and have been using a prayer-card for evangelization.  I suggest that all our 

CECs have a prayer of their own for a successful CEC ministry and for the growth of 

evangelical spirit in the Catholic Church in India.    

09. Thank you Sr. Kiran                                                                       

 This year I am having a bad experience. I was badly sick for over a month and 

gradually improved but not yet fully recovered. I am already in the grip of the age-old 

sickness. Hence it is important and to look for a replacement. Besides, Mr. Massey who 

has been working with us, met with 2 motor-cycle accidents last year. When he 

recovered from them, he was affected by water in the lung, from which he recuperating 

now. All this time Sr. Kiran was steady and holding the office and taking care of our 

enquirers. To my surprise, over a week ago, her Provincial called me up and informed 

me about her transfer to Dindigul for a nursing service in an old priests home. So she 

leaves ACECI National Office just after this General Body Meeting, after serving it for 
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over 10 years. We are grateful to her for her continuous service to ACECI National 

Office. However the PDDM Provincial has been generous. She has appointed Sr. 

Manjula Dungdung as Sr. Kiran‘s successor at ACECI National Office. Sr. Manju is 

here with us. She is most welcome to serve and share the word of God.  Hence, ACECI 

National is having some ups and down at present. We also don‘t have anyone else 

occupying our extra space and giving us a contribution. Hence we face also financial 

strains. Thank you.  

Fr. Varghese N. SVD                                                                                                                                            

(Secretary & Executive Secretary, ACECI)  

 

***** 

 

8.  16th ACECI General Body Meeting at Bangalore 

( 6th to 9th July, 2017 ) 
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9. Reports from Some CECs 

(i) ―Divya Deepti‖ Bible Correspondence Courses   

             (1st April, 2015 – 31st March 2017) 

We, the staff of ―Divya Deepit‖ from ACECI National Office 

carry out our   Evangelical ministries in different ways. The aim of 

the National Office is to promote, animate and assist the ministries of 

the direct proclamation of the Gospel through the Catholic Enquiry Centers. For this 

purpose we keep in touch with the existing CECs by visits, phone-calls, letters, e-mails, 

and regional and national meetings. We go out to help the dioceses and parishes which 

want to establish a new Catholic Enquiry Centre. In order to update our evangelical 

communication we have launched a website with inputs in Hindi, English and Urdu and 

we also have a Facebook. In order to promote the primary evangelical reach out, we 

conduct ―Divya Deepti‖ Bible Correspondence Courses, as a model for others to follow, 

especially for the new CECs. 

Herewith we are giving you a detail Report of the ―Divya Deepti‖ Bible 

Correspondence Courses:  

The Courses provided:                                                                                                                      

―Divya Deepti‖ (Divine Light) offers Bible Correspondence Courses in 3 

languages (Hindi, English & Urdu) In Hindi & English we conduct  7 courses - Yesu 

Milan, God with us, Teaching and Love, Who is Jesus Christ ?, St. Luke‘s Gospel, Acts 

of the Apostles, What  does it mean to be Christian? and The Way That is Life. 

Besides, we provide our students with additional reading materials, to 

complement the Courses - like Prayer books, story books, the New Testament and the 

Bible. We also issue certificates after the completion of each Course to encourage the 

students. We give them ID Cards from Divya Deepti with their picture on them. Those 

who complete at least six out of our seven Courses are given a final Diploma in Bible 

Studies. We also give picture-cards, and calendar every year. We keep in touch with 

them through letters and phone calls according to the interest of the students. Some of 

them now communicate with us through e-mails. We have uploaded our lessons in 

English, Hindi and Urdu into our Website: www.knowlordjesus.org 

We have found that all these help the students to build up their Faith and a 

personal friendly relationship with us.  
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The Staff  Personnel: 

There have been 4 of us on the Staff of ACECI 

National Office: Fr. Varghese N. as Executive 

Secretary, Mr. Epiphanus Massey, Sr. Kiran Minz 

pddm, and Sr. Margerat Cruz dsp. Since some time 

Mr. Massey is on leave due to ill health. And his 

absence is being felt at present. 

Visitors and Contacts:  

We too have regular visitor to our ACECI National office, Mr. Utkas 

Joseph is newly baptized, Miss. Satya too is newly baptized, Mr. Manoj and family, Mr. 

John, a Muslim convert, are among them. Mr. John is interested in Evangelical work 

and he takes Urdu literature from us for distribution. We have some of our students 

visiting us regularly, like Miss Satya and Mr. Utkas, both of them were catechized by 

CEC Delhi and have been received into the Church. 

 We have prepared the separate groups list of our student‘s E-mails Ids. We mail 

them articles and messages.  

 We have also prepared group list of E-mail Ids of the Governing Body, of CECs and 

General Body Meeting participants in order to facilitate our communication with 

these groups. 

 We send them new circulars. Recently we sent an article on Pentecost highlighting 

the evangelical thrust in the Acts of the Apostles, besides the invitation to this 

General Body Meeting. 

 We also up-load new articles on our website and Face book sites. Last year we 

uploaded a big article in Hindi as to how and why Christmas is celebrated all 

around the world. We do get good response through our website. 

www.knowlordjesus.org 

Kripa Satsang at the Sacred Heart Cathedral:  

It is charismatic prayer convention for people of other Faiths on every Friday. 

As our support and collaboration, Sr. Kiran joins the Kripa Satsang to pray for those 

who are in need, for counseling and guidance and to pray over and bless those who  

request. Kripa Satsang is getting a good response from people of other Faiths. In fact, 

they wait for this day to come.  CEC Delhi under the leadership of Mr. Mathew Antony 

is actively involved with Kripa Satsang.  

http://www.knowlordjesus.org/


21 
 

Conclusion: 

As the Church reminds us that Evangelization is the duty of every Baptized 

Christian, we faithfully carry out this responsibility in response to the Risen Lord‘s 

Command: ―Go out to the whole world and preach the Gospel to the whole creation‖. 

Let us join together and continue to share the Good News among the people of our 

country. Thank you. 

 

Fr. Varghese N. SVD                                                                               Sr. Kiran PDDM  

***** 

 

(ii) Archdiocesan Catholic Enquiry Centre 

Yusuf Sadan, New Delhi-110 001 

BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 

(Language of Course: Hindi & English) 

 

ACTIVITIES: 

I. Table Ministry 

The idea of the Table Ministry is to meet people one to one at the 

Sacred Heart Cathedral, New Delhi. About 200-250 people of other 

Faiths visit the Cathedral on a daily basis. Our staff greet the visitors 

and take them for a tour of the Cathedral. They share the kergyma 

with them and invite them to enroll for the CEC Course. There is a 

table where we keep prayer cards and books. The visitors are free to help themselves 

with the prayer cards. 

1253 people registered for the Correspondence Course in 2016. Our part time 

staff, Ramesh and Sonam (former RCIA students) continue to attend to the the visitors, 

on all days from Monday to Friday, 10 am to 5 pm. 

II. RCIA  (Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

The Commission continues to conduct the RCIA classes on Sunday evenings. The 

Course runs for approximately 34 weeks, including assessments and tests. 53 students 

registered for the course. 14 of the catechumens received the Sacrament of Initiation 

this year from these classes. Most of the Students for RCIA join in from the Satsang. 

III. Kripa Satsang 

A two hours prayer service conducted every Friday evening from 6:30 pm to 

8:30 pm at Community Centre, Sacred Heart Cathedral campus which attracts about 

450-500 people of all Faiths from different parts of Delhi and suburbs. Satsang is run by 

a team of lay volunteers under a director priest. 

The Satsang begins with Praise and Worship, followed by preaching of the Word 

of God and Adoration. There is brief time for testimony sharing too. Every participant 

is individually prayed over by a priest and sisters at the end of the Satsang. 

This is a wonderful movement and is catching up in other parishes of the Delhi  

Archdiocese. 
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IV. Programmes conducted 

Over the last one year, Commission for Evangelization (COFE) has conducted 

1.  15 parish retreats, 

2.  15 seminars under the Good News banner, 

3.  08 spiritual sessions/ programmes, 

4.  06 residential retreats, 

5.  02 Programmes organized for different groups. 

V. Good News Seminars 

COFE (Commission for Evangelization) conducts seminars for senior school 

children, teachers and parents. The seminars are designed to evoke in the participants a 

desire for God and find the meaning of life through this search. 

COFE has been conducting these seminars over the past few years in different 

Catholic Institutions. Last year, we conducted the Good News Seminar at a Secular 

School, CLG World School, Moradabad. 

 

***** 

 

(iii) Su-Sandesh Kendra, Belgaum 
( 18th Annual Day Report ) 

Friends and well wishers, 

Today is a new day, a beautiful day; we finish every day and are done 

with it. We have done what we could. Some blunders and absurdities 

no doubt have crept in. Let us forget them as soon as we can. I repeat 

today is a new day and we began it well with its hopes and invitations. I 

am overwhelmed to welcome you all at this point of time, in this Su-

Sandesh Kendra - ―Good News‖ Center. It has completed 20 years of its existence and it 

is known as the pioneering Catholic Enquiry Center of Karnataka region making Jesus 

known to people of other Faiths, thanks to the blessings of a merciful God. 

This Centre has catered to the thirst of Kannada speaking people through the 

instrumentality of Sr.Pacifica BS and Mrs. Phinomena Dias, who are actively 

evangelizing by disseminating the message of Jesus Christ to those who have not heard 

about him, and those eager to know more about him, who come and visit the Center on 

any day and at any time. 

At the outset I am glad to welcome our Apostolic Administrator and the 

Archbishop Peter Machado amidst us. All of you are acquainted with his dynamic, 

innovative and creative abilities. Under his able leadership new ventures such as 

churches, convents, schools, social service centers, and several other projects are 

undertaken and the work is completed. His love for evangelization and the name of 

Jesus has brought him here in response to our invitation and our joy is redoubled with 

your presence, dear Archbishop Peter Machado, we express this by offering you dear 

archbishop this bouquet of flowers. 

The members of CEC co-operate wholeheartedly and with the concerted efforts 

of Sr.Pacifica BS and the full time employee Mrs. Philomena Dias, with their 
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indefatigable zeal and self sacrifice they have undertaken a wide range of activities. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson‘s lesson for growth inspires them, ―The purpose of life is not to 

be happy. It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, and to have it, make 

some difference that you have lived and lived well‖. This has motivated and inspired the 

volunteer members to reach out to people and to display their missionary zeal along 

with the coordinator. 

We thank God for the very gift of our Holy Father Pope Francis who makes us 

feel important and shows us that we too can make a difference in our lives. For now we 

dare to practice what we preach and teach because of the very presence that we 

experience in the very person of our beloved Pope Francis. Well, all love to be another 

Christ who listens to the cry of the needy neighbor every time we hear it. 

During the year of mercy there were ample of opportunities to serve others to 

make a difference in some one‘s life ….yes I and you can. Then just do it. This great 

Jubilee year of mercy reminds us to be more compassionate to the suffering humanity; 

we are available to perform acts of kindness and charity. I began this with myself 

performing corporate and spiritual acts of mercy as I met people at the Good News 

Centre and one to one visits to the neighboring houses. When they ask the question –

why am I a religious? I get the opportunity to speak about Jesus who had his 

redemptive sacrifice and love for us. How in all the good that he did, the mercy of God 

is at the centre of all his miracles and actions. Today people want to be listened to, listen 

to the pains and problems and sufferings of people. Our task also will be to reach out to 

the sick, the lonely, the excluded and communicate to them God‘s love in a tangible way. 

We have individual counseling and also family counseling at the Centre. We 

visited the Home for the Aged with gifts during Christmas, visited the prisons, joined 

carol singing groups and conducted games and distributed prizes and sweets. We 

interacted with the women prisoners and listened to their problems. Family visits, small 

Christian community meetings, Bible reading and personal sharing, strengthened the 

bond among the Catholics. ―Help one another this is what Jesus teaches us,‖ this is what 

I do and I do it with my heart. Pope Francis, so too we at CEC help one another as Jesus 

taught us to do. 

The brutal killings and murder of four missionaries of charity and kidnapping of 

Fr. Tom SDB in Yemen along with 6000 Christians losing their lives all over the world 

in the last decade due to violence meted out to them based on UNHRE report is 

shocking. Churches, chapels, convents and schools were destroyed and burned down. In 

the last two years the attacks are on the increase with the tacit support of the ruling 

parties in many states of India. The last wish of Jesus was, ―go then to all peoples 

everywhere and make them my disciples, baptize them in the name of the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you and ―I 

will be with you always to the end of the age‖ (Mt.28:19-20). How do we dare to 

evangelize in these circumstances and in this atmosphere of hatred? We are aware that 

persecution and suffering are part and parcel of Christian history and the well known 

dictum states that ―the blood of the martyrs is the seed of Christianity.‖ Pope Francis 

says ―Persecution is the price of Christian testimony‖. 
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It is good to remind ourselves of what Jesus had already said to his friends who 

wanted to follow him. ―The world has hated them because they do not belong to the 

world, just as I do not belong to the world‖ (Jn.17:14). The irony is that some would 

consider such violence on Christians as rendering divine service. ―Indeed an hour is 

coming when those who kill you will think that by doing so they are offering worship to 

God‖ (Jn.16:2). 

Encouraging words of St. Paul to the Christian community in Corinth comfort 

us, ― We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 

despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;  always carrying 

in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our 

bodies.  For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus‘ sake, so that 

the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh‖ (2 Cor.1:8-11) 

As Evangelizers what should be our response? Be afraid, hide the truth of 

fullness of life in Jesus or shirk the duty and mandate given by Jesus - to proclaim Jesus 

all over the world ―Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse them‖ (Rom 

12:14).  This may seem idealistic but Jesus prayed for those who nailed him on the cross. 

We can challenge such atrocities by joining hands with everyone all over the world 

asking all to stand up unitedly against terrorism with a request to pray for peace. As 

children we used to offer Rosaries that Russia would be saved and we know the 

intervention of Mary. So we can ask all those whom we evangelize to pray that this 

menace rather cancer of terrorism and interference be wiped out from the world and 

from India. 

We can also stop spreading the culture of despair and deaths rather live by the 

hope that comes from the promise of the Lord ―In the world you face persecution but 

take courage, I have conquered the world‖ (Jn 16:33). 

Jesus after the Resurrection, in every one of his appearance wished ―Peace be 

with you‖. Hence this peace which eludes the world may visit vigorously every 

household, every state, our country and the world at large, with the Evangelization 

work done by committed and passionate Christians and one day the world may turn to 

Jesus our Lord. This should be our hope. 

Dear God, thank you for enabling us to do this holy and noble work of 

evangelization and I believe ―that for which you express your gratitude increases in 

your life. That is the law and it always works.‖ 

With this positive note I express my deep sense of gratitude to our beloved 

Archbishop Most. Rev. Dr. Peter Machado for his inspiration, timely support and 

financial assistance. His love and committement to the cause of Christ has kept Su-

Sandesh Kendra alive and on its feet. Dear Archbishop, we request your blessing and 

encouragement even in the days to come for the success of our mission. May God 

reward you in this endeavor of bringing the message of Christ to all and fill you with his 

joy, peace and love. 

I will fail in my duty if I do not thank all the members of Su-Sandesh Kendra for 

their loving and untiring services and all the benefactors for their generous helps. It is 

my earnest request that you continue to co-operate and collaborate in this task even in 

the future. May the Lord give you the joy of serving others with detachment 
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‗Nishkamakarma‘ believing God will reward you and glorify you. May God be your 

reward and bless your family a hundred fold that will enable you to build happy, joyous 

and healthy families. Thank you one and all. 

—Sr. Pacifica (Coordinator) 

***** 

 

(iv) CEC Infant Jesus Shrine, Bangalore 

(April 2016 — March 2017) 

CEC has completed one more year of making Christ known to the world. ―Meet 

Jesus‖ and other course booklets were printed and distributed to people of other Faiths, 

known as Enquirers. Conducting free Correspondence Courses in English, Tamil and 

Kannada is one of the main activities of CEC. Signboards and Hoardings were created 

in various Church Compounds to advertise these Courses. Contact cards were 

distributed in different places and Churches where many seek Jesus. The Weekly 

Outreach Programme has been very fruitful. CEC has been keeping materials and 

contact cards for Evangelization, CEC Co-workers are ever-willing to spend time 

speaking with Enquirers about Jesus, counseling, teaching prayers, and also about the 

free Correspondence Courses. 

 

***** 

 

(v) Shanti Sandesh 

(Online Bible Correspondence Course) 

(2016-17 Annual Report) 

The Bible Correspondence Course under the banner of Shanti 

Sandesh with thousands of students in different parts of Rajasthan has 

now taken up modern style. It helps them all to see our lives as 

Disciples of Christ. ―Disciples of Divine Word‖ youth group from 

various churches come together every month to the Centre to pray and 

plan out the promotion of Bible study to Christians and people of other 

Faith through social media (www.maitrisadan.org, FB shantisandesh.com). The youth 

group takes an oath to follow the following steps: 

1. Have love, Integrity and good vision 

2. Stand for justice and truth  

3. Collaborate with all groups who join for peaceful programmes. 

We have monthly meetings where youth representatives of various Churches 

come together to pray for the various needs of the churches and the country at large. 

Active members of the Disciples of Divine Word: Nissamol Sunny, Sebastian 

P.J., Anaushka Rajan, Glen Mariam Babu, William Alfred, Anzel Rao, Anthony, 
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Pramila Fernandez, Sr. Pushpa Thomas SSpS, Bro. Aswin are the active members of 

the Shanti Sandesh. They take initiative to collect the Email Id‘s of those interested and 

give details to the Director, Maitri Sadan. They also take the Bible booklets to give to 

the interested people in their Churches and their circles. 

We also take the Bible Course booklets to the village Christian Schools to give 

the children who want to know Jesus and his teachings. The website and social sites are 

used to promote Good News of Jesus Christ. We update time to time our website and 

Face book to let others know of the Shanti Sandesh meetings and an opportunity to 

know Jesus. This year we have taken interest to reach out to Village schools of Udaipur 

diocese, Ogna, Madri, Jhadol, Maska Mawari, Amblipada, Bhadaria, Badi Dhamni, 

Thandla mission stations etc. Students are given bible books to study and after 

completion are given certificates. 

At Maitri Sadan we had several meetings and prayer sessions to strengthen this 

group to share Good News with Christians as well as people of other Faiths. We also 

give letter of appointment to the Group members (Disciples of Divine Word) and also 

award the enquirers with a certificate at the end of the Course. Peace Rally before 

Christmas is also a time to share the Blessings of the Prince of Peace Jesus. It is mega 

event, where all people of other Faith, School Children, public leaders, Various 

churches, people of the town participates and witness the good news of the birth of 

Jesus. 

Biblical Parable Musical Concert – Bible Singing has also added to the 

promotion and thirst for Jesus. Fr. Norbert Herman being an accomplish artist has 

taken interest to promote Bible through singing of bible parables ―Yesu Ne Kaha‖. This 

year he has performed in Ajmer, Jodhpur, Udaipur and several parts of Rajasthan. 

Mother Teresa Film Festival – St. Mother Teresa was another mile stone in 

promoting teachings of Jesus to the non-Christians in Rajasthan. Maitri Sadan was 

instrumental in viewing mother Teresa‘s Films to the Students and people of Ajmer, 

Bhilwara, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kota and Udaipur. More than two lakh students and people 

watched films based on the life and work of St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata and millions 

of people reached out through print and electronic media. In this venture many NGOs 

and People of other Faith partners shared the message of Love and Service. 

We feel encouraged by the response from the youth to participate in mission of 

spreading the Good News to all the people. However, it will still take time to increase the 

number of students who want to do the course through social sites. However it is 

encouraging to see how young people can take forward the mission of Jesus to spread 

Good News. 

Fr. Dr. Norbert Herman SVD, Director, Maitri Sadan, Udaipur 
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(vi) The Catholic Enquiry Centre – Bandra 
( April 2016 to March 2017 ) 

The Centre is pleased to present its 58th Annual Report. Established in 1958, it is now in 

its 59th year, making Jesus known to people of other Faiths, thanks to the blessings of a 

benevolent God. 

The Catholic Enquiry Centre continues to be administered by a Managing Committee of 

six persons from the parishes of St. Andrew, St. Peter, St. Theresa and Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel. The Committee has its meetings on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month at St. 

Andrew‘s and meets on the other Mondays to prepare literature for posting, if required. The 

committee and members help in the work of evangelization. Some of our team members are 

very active at our desks at Mount Mary‘s Basilica and Fr. Agnel‘s Ashram in Bandra, where 

they interact with people of other Faiths. The rest of our members assist with posting of 

booklets to our enquirers, at their own cost. Currently, our membership stands at sixty two. 

With the effort of our members, on a one to one basis, at these two pilgrim places, the 

number of enquirers stands at 560, as per the following breakup: English 260, Hindi 103, 

Marathi 134, Gujarati 46, Telugu 7, Bengali 3, Malayalam 1, Tamil 4 and Orya 2. The decrease 

in the in the total number of enquirers is due to the fact that desks could not function for two 

and a half months during the monsoons. 

We deal with the English and Gujarati enquirers, whilst the addresses of Hindi and 

Marathi enquirers are sent to Dahisar. Addresses of enquirers for other languages are 

forwarded to their respective Centres for further processing. 

Courses offered: English ―Meet Jesus‖ Course comprises of 5 booklets— ten chapters 

on various aspects of Christ‘s teachings. ―What does it mean to be a Christian‖ is another 

course comprising of four booklets of six chapters. The Gujarati course comprises of 10 booklets 

on the Teachings of Jesus. In June, 2016, the committee decided to discontinue sending ―What 

does it mean to be a Christian‖ with the  approval of Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil, Secretary 

ACECI and instead offered ―Introducing Jesus Christ‖ published by the Catholic Bible 

Institute, Mumbai, as the first book combined with the 5 booklets of ―Meet Jesus‖. This change 

has been well received by our enquirers. 

On receipt of an Enquiry Card a copy of the New Testament, in the language of their 

choice, is handed over to the enquirer, free of cost. In addition to the Bible, we also freely give: 

(a) religious articles— rosaries, medals and holy pictures of Our Lady and Jesus, (b) daily 

prayers in English, Hindi and Marathi and (c) novena prayers. All these are very popular and 

well appreciated by the pilgrims. There has been a growing demand for rosaries and ―how to 

pray the rosary‖. We are able to function because of funds received from the parishes of Bandra 

and from well wishers, whose generosity has enabled us to cover our expenditure. 

The Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bandra, is completely operated and administered by the 

Catholic Faithful of Bandra. It has the encouragement and blessings of the Archbishop of 

Bombay, its auxiliary Bishops and parish priests of the Bandra Deanery. 

Brenda Pereira Secretary, Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bandra 

 

 

***** 
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ARUTCHUDAR 
Catholic Enquiry Centre 

110, Armenian Street, Chennai-600 001. 

 
COMMISSION FOR EVANGELIZATION : OBJECTIVES 

The objective of our commission for Evangelization is to know Jesus Christ and 

to make Christ known to others. We do this through: 

Printing and distributing monthly magazine which contains the Pastoral activities done 

by the team members, messages and about the Life of the Saint of the month. 

Assisting those in need, through counseling and guidance at 5 shrines and one 

church, of the Archdiocese of Madras-Mylapore.  (Arutchudar –St. Anthony‘s Shrine, 

Nazareth Nagar – Holy Family Shrine, Egmore – Sacred Heart Shrine, Broadway – 

Mary Help of Christians Shrine, Besant Nagar Annai Valankanni  Shrine) and at 

Tondiarpet – St. John the Evangelist Church. 

Village Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry, with the help of trained team 

members at 12 villages of our Archdiocese. Pulicat Shrine of Our Lady of Glory, 

Pulicat-pakkam – Loganayagi Madha Alayam (Sub-Station). 

Thiruninravur – Good Shepherd Church, Karikalavakkam  

 (Thiruvallur) – Jesus the Joy Incarnate mission, Avadi – St. Antony‘s  

 Church, Avadi HVF (Kovilpathagai), Avadi HVF (Brindhavan  

 Nagar), Kanakamma chathram-Nedumbaram (Sub-Station) St.Thomas Chapel 

and Arcot Kuppam (Sub-station) Our Lady of Liberation, Morai – St. Theresa of the 

Child Jesus Church,  Kadambathur – Singheepanapakkam (Sub-station) Holy Trinity 

Chapel, Avadi –Anna Nagar – Annai Old Age Home. 

Special Christmas programmes with Charitable activities and  conducting 

games & competitions for the Villagers and giving prizes for the winners in the 

Ministry places. 

Orgnizing Catechism classes, Strengthening Anbiyams, House visits, Family 

apostolate, Marriage rectifications, Night Vigil adoration and monthly Prayer services 

in the parishes. Special intercessory prayers conducted in each Evangelizer‘s house at 

Avadi Zone for the needs of the families to whom they give service. 

Fr. D. Arulraj  
Former   Director   Arutchudar 

 

Sr. Gloria PDDM 

Former  Coordinator  Arutchudar   

 

Fr. Thomas Elango  
Present   Director   Arutchudar  

 

Sr. Janet  PDDM 

Present  Coordinator  Arutchudar 
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Giving one or three days retreat for the faithful in different Parishes and even in 

Parishes out of Chennai. 

Now and then conducting Seminars, input sessions and recollections for the team 

members. 

Monthly review meetings for the team members in order to instill evangelical 

thrust in them. 

Members attend Special seminars and retreats conducted by Priests of the 

Archdiocese. 

The Report on the different activities of the Arutchudar from August 2015 to June 2017 

I. Evangelization through monthly magazine. 

II. Counseling and Guidance for those who seek them. 

III. Visits to villages, families and hospitals. 

IV. Periodical meetings at Parrys and Avadi. 

V. Special Christmas Programmes. 

VI. ―Year of Mercy‖ activities, Retreats and Seminars. 

VII. Special new activities during the years under report. 

I.  Evangelization through monthly magazine:- 

The long felt need of Arutchudhar, to have a monthly magazine of its own was 

fulfilled when its first magazine was released on 14-12-2011 by the Archbishop during 

the Christmas celebration at St. Mary‘s Co-Cathedral (St. Anthony‘s Shrine) containing 

thematic editorials from the Director, Biblical messages from the members and life of 

Saint of the month. The editorial board consisting of Sr. Gloria PDDM, Arokia Mary, 

Elsy Samraj and Vanaja Amalraj led by Editor Michael Demel meet every month and 

finalize its contents. The activities of members at different mission villages are reported 

by the coordinator Sr. Gloria PDDM, focussing one at each month‘s issue. 1000 copies 

are printed every month and distributed at various mission centres and shrines to the 

people by the members. Articles covering the year of Mercy and special events, new 

evangelization Faith matters, and encounter with Jesus are some of the important topics 
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covered. From August 2015 to June 2017, 18 editorial messages, 30 Biblical and faith 

articles & 18 lives of Saints have been published in the monthly magazines and read by 

several thousands of people of catholic and other faiths. These are also distributed at St. 

Antony‘s shrine on Tuesdays. 

II.  Counselling & Intercessory Prayer 

Sl. Shrine    Location             Date of     No. of persons  

No.                    the Month         benefited 

1. St. Antony‘s Shrine Arutchudar, Parrys Every Tuesday  14007 

2. Holy family‘s Shrine Nazareth Nagar 1st Wednesday  194 

3. Sacred Heart‘s Shrine  Egmore  1st Friday      1910 

4. Sagaya Matha Shrine Broadway  24th day      838 

5. Annai Velankanni Shrine Besant Nagar 1st Saturday      14498 

III a. Village Ministry - (12 Centres) 

Family visits, Gospel Proclamation, counselling, intercessory prayers, confirming 

in Catholic faith, leading the Anbiyams, regularizing improper marriages, preparation 

for Baptism and Holy Communion, night prayers and gospel prayer meetings were 

regularly conducted by our evangelizers on monthly basis. 

III b. Hospital Visits and others 

1. In August 2015, the ages and Prayer meetings every first Friday by Sis 

Vanaja, Sis. Santhi Lucas, and Sis. Benedicta. These women were eagerly participating 

in these meetings and witnessed their faith in Jesus. 

IV. Periodical Review meetings at Parrys and Avadi 

Every First Thursday of the month the Evangelizers of Parrys Zone meet at 

Arutchudar Centre Presided over by the Director and coordinator. After the opening 

prayer, a reading from the Bible and Director‘s message, the minutes of the previous 

meeting is read. Then each team who visited different villages or parishes of our 

Archdiocese share their experiences, the constraints and the difficulties faced by them 

in their field work and seek solutions. Thus the monthly meetings are a real fellowship 

and a learning process from each person‘s experience. Based on the evaluation of the 

ministries, plans are worked out for the future. Every 2nd Thursday of the month the 

Evangelizers of Avadi Zone meet at Parish Church premises and the same procedure is 

followed in the meetings where the field work is reviewed and shared. 

V. Christmas Celebrations in 2015 & 2016 

In most of the villages where we have ministered, we had conducted the 

Christmas programmes for the parishioners and children of the villages. 

On Dec. 18, 2015 Christmas Mass and programme were organized for 

Evangelizers at Pastoral Centre presided over by our Director Rev. Fr. D. Arulraj and 

Rev. Sr. Gloria, gave the Christmas message. This was followed by Crib and Cultural 

Programmes. God Parents and Evangelizers shared their experiences. 

On Dec. 15, 2016, Christmas Mass and programmes were conducted at Pastoral 

Centre headed by our Director Rev. Fr. D. Arulraj and Rev. Sr. Gloria. Carol singing 
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was followed by cake cutting. Chrismas-Christ child gifts were exchanged among 

evangelizers and God-parents. Prizes were given to Lucky Dip Winners. 

In 8 villages Christmas Celebrations were conducted, presided by our Director 

Rev. Fr. D. Arulraj and Co-ordinator Rev. Sr. Gloria PDDM. The Christmas messages 

was given, followed by Carol singing, Dance, Musical chair, Games for Children. Cakes 

and Sweets were distributed to the children and Sarees, Lungies and Bed-sheets were 

distributed to the poor people. Prizes were given to the Winners in the games. 

VI. Year of Mercy Activities and Retreats 

1. On Sept. 19, 2015 Rev. Fr. Arulmani Joseph conducted a Training 

Programme to the Evangelists on sharing the Word of God and 

Counseling. 

2. On 13th August 2016 Rev. Fr. Thomas Elango conducted a retreat to the 

team members of Arutchudar. 

3. At Sacred Heart Church Pondicherry, four times Counseling and 

Eucharistic Adoration was conducted by our team members Bro. A. 

Francis, Bro. Robert Kennedy and Sis. Vanaja Amalraj. 

4. Ministry conducted by Bro. Robert Kennedy. 

A. Retreats: 

 i. Chengelpet Pouchur, Holy Family Church-3 days. 

 ii. Chengelpet-Palayam, Sacred Heart Church 2 days. 

 iii. Pudukottai Kariarmadam, 5 days. 

 iv. Chengelpet Thirukazjukundram, Sagaya Madha Church 1day. 

B.  Night Vigil was conducted at Chengelpet Povunchur, Holy Family 

Church. 

5. Retreat and Seminars were conducted by Avadi Team members : Bros. 

A.A. Selvaraj, John, J.C. Antony Samy, M. Francis, A.C. Martin, S. 

Savarimuthu, P.R. Simon, N. Kamaraj and P. George in the following 

places : 

A.  Kanakammachathram – Two days Lenten Retreat. 

B.  Singheepanapakkam Once in 3 months, instruction on Catholic faith and  

 Gospel message is given. 

C.  Manavur Night vigil Prayer service was conducted. 

D.   Agaram – (Kadambathur) Gospel message was given 

E.  H.V.F. Avadi Night vigil prayer service was conducted in one of the 

Catholic families where relatives and neighbours joined and received 

God‘s blessings. 

VII. Special New Ministries of Arutchudar 

1. Table Ministry: Every Tuesday at St. Antony‘s Shrine Bro. Micheal 

Demel, Bro. Arusamy and Sr. Anitha are distributing free prayer Cards, Prayer books, 

Bible verse cards, Divine Mercy Novena, prayer found in Tomb of Jesus, Way of the 

Cross, Daily scriptural reading books and Rosaries to Devotees and visitors, teach them 

how to pray and how to pray the Rosary and explain to them about the deliverance 
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available from Jesus. About 200 People are getting benefitted through the ministry 

every week. 

2. Facebook Ministry: Arutchudar has a separate webpage on facebook 

created and maintained by Bro. Micheal Demel. The Monthly magazine is posted in 

‗Arutchudar Page‘ of FB and many are benefitted. Short messages on Jesus and Mary 

and Bible Verses with Commentary, Prayers to Jesus & Mary and Saints are also 

posted and more than 500 people have responded. 

3. Arutchudar: Monthly magazine is published with the help of our Director 

Rev. Fr. D. Arulraj and the editorial board consisting of Bro. Micheal Demel, Rev. Sr. 

Gloria, Sis. Arokia Mary, Sis. Elsy Samraj and Sis. Vanaja Amalraj consisting of 

scripture themes, activities report, editorial and lives of saints. Many are benefitted.  

Rev. Fr. D. Arulraj, Director, Arutchudar, 

Secretary, Commission for Evangelization, Archdiocese of Madras – Mylapore 

 

(viii) Catholic Enquiry Centre, Coimbatore 

( Report – 2016-2017 ) 

The Budding 

The CCEC was started in the Church of Christ the King,  Kattoor,  

Coimbatore,Tamilnadu,  on August 22, 2012 under the name of Theadle.  

The Outset  

To meet the non-Christians and proclaim the Gospel is indeed challenging.  To 

have a blessed start before beginning each day by reviving our spiritual life with the 

word of God.  Because ― The Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul (Ps. l19:7) 

meditate and nourish ourselves with Eucharistic  meal in order to share it with others. 

Daily activities of Theadle 

1. One hour prayer of intercession - The staffs along with the people who 

  come pray for the various intentions. 

2. Meet the people who come to share their problems and join us in prayer. 

3. Book work 

4. Share the word of God 

5.  Church activities 

1. Public Library 

Knowledge is power 

―Truly Books are a man‘s Best Friends. Books are the most Faithful of Friends. 

No wonder a reader becomes a Book Lover‖ 

Coimbatore Catholic Enquiry Centre (CCEC) is a repository of 2000 books of 

various titles including children‘s books, Spiritual books, Reference books, Saints 

books, Psychology and Medical books are available in Tamil and English.  

Pepole young and old visit our Library and read.  It is interesting to see that even 

people of other faith visit our library. 
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2. Free Bible Correspondence Course 

Free Buble Correspondence, a home study programme welcomed 815 

enthusiastic beginners. 

1. The Basic Course – ThiruvevelliyamKattumKadavul. They read and  

 understand the life history and teachings of Jesus Christ. 

2. The Intermediate Course - The teachings of the Church. 

Baptisms : Among the 815 Enquirer 35 of them received the sacrament of 

Baptism, confirmation and Communion. Few others came through Parish Priest.  Some 

of them have expressed their desire to receive Baptism. 

3. Weekly Ministry 

Table ministry at St. Antony‘s Church. Thousands of people of different faith 

visit this church.  We consider this as an excellent opportunity to win the souls for the 

kingdom of God. We distribute books Gospel materials and thereby we meet many 

people of other faith. Every year we meet 2000 people meet each person or family 

individually listen to them attentively and help them to accept Jesus as their Lord and 

help them to experience God intimately.  We pray with them and keep their intensions 

in our daily prayers. (Their faith in prayer helps them to experience Gods power 

working several miracles in their lives). 

4. Distribution of Prayer Cards 

This cards are prepared with attractive picture of Jesus with a word of God and 

a prayer.   They are with various intensions.  It attracts the people of other faith to come 

to us.  They are happy to receive it and read.  It teaches them how to pray. 

5. Counselling Service 

Hundreds of seekers approach us for their needs, advice to cope up with 

difficulties and problems of life.  We listen to them carefully share the Word of God 

with them write down their prayer request. 

“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was 

God”.  John 1:1 

The hunger for the life giving Word of God has spread like fire among the people  

and they seek to know the love of Christ Jesus and ask for a Bible we joyfully share the 

Word of God distribute Bible and guide them how to read. 

6. The Outreach Programme 

Every year in the month of October three days of outreach programme in 

Karumathampatti on the occasion of the feast of the lady of Rosary along with Jireh 

Missions.  We put up a stall. Thousands of people have visited us.  Hundreds of people 

of other faith meet us personally and share their God experiences. We share the Word 

of God with them. We distribute Pamphlets, Magazine, Leaflets, Booklets, Prayer cards, 

Contact cards etc. 
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7. Door to door Evangelism 

We visit the houses of people of other faith.  They invite us, share their problems 

of various kind. We share the word of God, pray with them and give them words of 

comfort and consolation. 

8. Hospital Visit 

We go to the government hospital and visit patients and give a word of comfort 

and pray for them. Whenever ―seekers‖ invite us to the hospital we go and pray for 

them. 

9. Telephone Ministry 

Prayer requests in  crucial life situations  like in debit, for strength, peace in  the 

family, relief from illness, stressful situations,  success in interviews, exams, marriage 

etc.,  rush in from the ―Caller‖ any time of the day CCEC continues to impart hope, 

comfort, consolation and support of prayer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

“The Lord is God to all and His tender mercies are over all his works” Ps 145: 9 

10. Visit to Remand Home 

Once in fifteen days we visit this home.  This centre is meant for boys, below 18 

years old. Mostly 20 or 25 are kept for various criminal cases.  We give them moral 

values and councilling with prayer,   games, action song etc. They wait for us. They feel 

free with us, share their struggle and realise their mistakes and want to lead a good life. 

11. Visit to Government Protective Home  

This is also like a jail. The girls and women who are caught from the prostitution centre.  

We visit them and spend sometimes listening to their sad stories. We give counseling to 

them teach moral values and pray for them.  They promise to give up their wrong ways 

and to get back to a morally sound life.     

12. Christmas celebration 

Every year the new Christians gather for the Christmas programme in the 

pastoral centre. They enjoy their variety entertainment, gifts, dinner and the blessing of 

the Bishop. 

13. Thanksgiving 

“I always give thanks to my God for you”. We are grateful to our Lord for His 

countless blessings on us and on our CCEC activities. 1 Cor 1:4 

Rev. Sr. Regina receives the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) 

Commision for Proclamation New Evangelization Award 2016-2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 New Evangelization Awardee Sr. Regina with Cardinal Oswal Gracias 
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(ix) CISS ANNUAL REPORT:  
Note from April 1, 2017 to March, 31, 2018 

Free Bible Correspondence Course 

During the year April 1, 2017 to March, 31, 2018, the following activities were 

carried out. There is given a short description of the activities concerned. 

1) CORRESPONDENCE COURSE FOR CHILDREN : 

 There are altogether 7 different Correspondence Courses run in Gujarati 

  language : 

(i) Correspondence Course for Chidlren :  Multi-colour-illustrated 

pictorial life and message of Jesus Christ called ―JIVAN GATHA‖ 

with separate question-answer paper. 

(ii) Basic Correspondence Course : ―Meet Christ‖ series of 5 booklets 

in Gujarati called ―AAVO, ISUNE MALO‖. 

(iii) Advance Course : Khristi Darshan (Christ‘s Vision) by Fr. Carlos 

Valles, S.J. with separate question-answer paper. 

(iv) Bible Study - Part I : 21 booklets on Old Testament in Gujarati by 

Fr. Michael Aizpun, S.J. and Fr. Isudas Cueli, S.J. 

(v) Bible Study - Part II : 13 booklets on the 4 Gospels and the Acts of 

the Apostles in Gujarati by Fr. Michael Aizpun, S.J. and Isudas 

Cueli S.J. 

 (vi) The Gospel of St. Luke with two sets of question-answers  

   papers. 

 (vii) The Acts of the Apostles with two sets of question-answer  

   papers. 

A. Extracts from the letters of enquirers (students) of our Correspondence 

Courses (Registered number is given in bracket with #) : 

MEET CHRIST SERIES :  

Gujarati Title : ―Aavo Isune Malo‖. Keshavbhai M. Gurjar, (Retired Teacher) Katlal 

(#33565) 

―I have studies the 5 booklets of ―Aavo Isune Malo‖ (Meet Christ Series). I have 

received a beautiful certificate after I have filled  the answers in the question papers 

which I sent to you. I want to study more in the same way. So I earnestly request you to 

send me the next similar correspondence course with question papers. I remain grateful 

to you for  giving me this opportunity.‖ 

B. Contact with Past Students : 

 The extracts taken from the letters of our past students are proof of our 

keeping contact with them. Contacts with past students have been restricted to these 

common correspondences and occasional letters, phone calls and SMS communications. 
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 (x) Nagpur Archdiocesan Catholic Information Centre 

A Report 
‗The Catholic Information Centre is the expression of our Archdiocesan 

response to that command of our Lord who said: ―Go into the ends of the world and 

preach the Good News to everyone.‘ Where people come in search for … and from here 

we go to them, who seek the Lord. In response to this need our Late Archbishop 

Abraham Viruthakulangara established this Centre for the seekers of truth, in 2015.    

Here today I present to you the report of Catholic Information Centre (CIC), 

Nagpur. 

The Catholic Information Centre completed its five years in the service of the 

Gospel. We thank God for guiding us in all the ways in the past and we entrust the 

Centre and all its activities to Him.  

Our Vision of the Catholic Information Centre is: To make our Lord Jesus 

Christ known to the people of all faiths using various means of Communication and 

especially through the Free Bible Correspondence Course. 

Our Mission is: ―Go into the whole world and PROCLAIM the GOOD NEWS to 

the whole creation.‖ Mk. 16:15  

I, Sr. Ashrita took up this sacred mission in July 2017. Ms. Agnes and I, keeping 

in mind the vision and mission of this Centre and the deep desire and dream of Late 

Archbishop Abraham, always strove towards reaching out to the seekers of truth i.e. 

Jesus Himself.  

We have been able to accomplish some of the activities of our plan.   

We held meetings once in two months to update ourselves with the members‘ 

progress and to clarify to on the study materials.  

We visited some mission Parishes; Seoni, Chindwada Parish – to make known 

about the CIC– where 57 people enrolled for Free Bible correspondence course. 

Time to time we went to Shanti Bhawan, a home for the Destitute, to show Jesus 

film to the inmates of Mother Teresa sisters, men and women section. 

We had some month‘s film shows and Bible sharing at Prem Daan (home for the 

aged)  

We held seminar for the CIC Members whom we initiated to be the CIC 

missionaries.   

In September we had the animation on the Gospel values at St. Michaels High 

school for the7th, 8th and 9th std. students. 

Organized a Prayer service and a film show at Mariam Nagar, Punjabi Line 

(Ram Singh, Karam Singh Chawla)  

 Every year we organize Pre Christmas competition for children of all religion 

from the neighborhood – (Christmas drawing, dance, singing, rangoli) followed by 

Christmas program with games, gifts and prizes.  

Every year we put up a stall during the Grotto feast at St Charles Seminary on 

February11. 

We had a prayer service and Biblical film show on family sharing at Khalasi 

Line on every alternative months.  
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 We had annual summer camp for the children.  

During the year we visited 8 city parishes and two mission parishes.    

We have follow up instructions on the adult catechism and Bible for the 26 

members who have graduated.  

 During the last three years 268 people enrolled for the correspondence course 

and 13 persons came for enquiries and counseling. Till date we have 1013 enrolled 

members for the correspondence course.   

 We thank God our Father who has enabled us to reach out to many with His 

Good News. MANY BLESSINGS CAME TO US FROM OUR GOD THROUGH CIC.  

- Sr. Ashrita DSP 

(xi) PRAKASHALAYA 

(Catholic Enquiry Centre: St. Joseph‘s Seminary, Mangalore) 

Preamble 

PRAKASHALAYA is an Association of Seminarians under the patronage of the 

Rector of St. Joseph‘s Seminary, Mangalore. Since its inception PRAKASHALAYA has 

been a part and Parcel of St. Joseph‘s Seminary. This association works for the 

spreading of the Good News of Jesus Christ through print and electronic media. It is 

affiliated to the Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres-India. 

A Short History of Prakashalaya 

It was in the year 1953 that Fr. Gregory Sequeira S.J., the spiritual Father of the 

Seminary then, made a small beginning of an Enquiry Centre in order to spread good 

and healthy literature that upholds moral and religious values and would contribute to 

build up people into loyal children of God and responsible citizens of India. He called it 

PRAKASHALAYA, a house that sheds light. Its purpose is precisely to enlighten people 

by publishing and disseminating informative and character-building literature, 

primarily in local languages. 

Prakashalaya completes 63 years of its existence and it is known as the 

pioneering Catholic Enquiry Centre of Karnataka Region. PRAKASHALAYA has lived 

up to its name and has been successful in achieving its objectives. 

OBJECTIVES 

* To make Jesus Christ known and spread his message in the Local Languages 

 to those who have not heard of him yet and want to know him more. 

* To publish good and character building literature, embodying moral   

 and religious values, and also to obtain such literature from other   

 publishers. 

*   To send literature free of cost to those who request for it. 

*   To extend spiritual and prayerful support to all those who approach     

Prakashalaya with their prayer request. 

*   To build up a Spirit and Love for Evangelization among the Seminarians 

 who are trained in the Seminary. 
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Functioning of PRAKASHALAYA 

The works of Prakashalaya are headed by a resident Professor of the Seminary. 

He is its Director. At the beginning of the Academic year, the Director with his team 

draws up a plan of the activities for the year and discusses with the volunteer 

Seminarians, who come forward to assist in this ministry. 

Prakashalaya functions as the Catholic Enquiry Centre mostly in the coastal 

belts of Karnataka. It distributes free literature on the Life of Jesus Christ mainly in the 

local languages like Kannada, Tulu, Konkani and English. 

There is publicity made of Prakashalaya literature through advertisements in the 

News Papers, Periodicals, E-Media, display boards and stalls erected in the public 

places like Shrines, Hospitals and other places where people of all the Faith frequent. 

Report of various Activities towards Evangelization 

1. Prakashalaya as the Catholic Enquiry Centre caters to the needs of the 

ordinary people, those who are alien to the Christian Faith by sending free literature 

about the basic Teachings of Christ. 

2. During the year we have uploaded more than 60 video talks of Gospel 

reflections of 2-3 minutes in the Social Media like YouTube and Facebook. It is an 

emerging ministry of Prakashalaya through which many people are benefitting. 

3. Every Thursday brothers from the Evangelization team were sent to put up 

the stall at Infant Jesus Shrine, Bikkarnakate in the evening. By this we could reach out 

to many people, to those who were interested to know more about Jesus Christ. Last 

year we got around ninety nine enquires both through the stall and over the telephone. 

We facilitated them by sending the printed materials by post. 

4. We revised the old edition of the Kannada booklet ―AthmaVikasa‖ – A short 

spiritual stories, on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of the Prakashalaya. Some of 

the other literature work also is in progress. 

5. Every Thursday we conduct a short prayer service for the intention of all the 

Enquirers. Prayer requests are also received. 

6. We are in the process to begin our ministry in Whatsapp – Social media by 

uploading the videos, Short reflections etc. 

―Nothing Greater can be achieved without enthusiasm‖. May the Lord who 

called us to witness him throughout the world strengthen us to proclaim him till the last 

breath of our lives. 

 

Bro. Naveen Kumar Rev. Fr. Boniface Pinto 

   Secretary                                         Director 

 

 

***** 
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(xii) Report of CEC Mysore 
In 1999 the CEC was started by Rev. Fr. Royappa and Sr. Angelina at Catholic 

Centre Bannimantap, Mysore. Now the CEC is working at St. Joseph‘s Cathedral 

Mysore Premises. It is smoothly going on. 

Sr. Angelina contacted Mr. Hari Prashad a person from Mysore and he was 

given the Meet Jesus Books. He completed the Course and he was Baptised and become 

a member of our Church.  

Sr. Mary Gonsolves took charge of CEC from June 2016. We, Sr. Mary 

Gonsolves, myself and Br. Moses are working under CEC Mysore. We got books of the 

Course in English and Kannada. The few members who took some books of the Course 

completed it and further we gave them Catechism. After proper instruction they were 

baptized to join the Catholic Church. Other language books are not available with us, 

so we approach other Centres to send the books to Enquirers. Thus, we are proclaiming 

the Word of God, the Bible. Thank you. 

Fr. A. Marianthoo Prem 

Parish Priest, St. Joseph‘s Cathedral, 

Laskar Mohalla, Mysore-570001. Karnataka 

 

***** 

(xiii) CEC Shimoga 
The Shrine of Our Lady Of Health at Harihar is a Catholic Enquiry Centre of 

our Diocese of Shimoga. It is situated on the banks of the River Tunga-Badra where 

people of all Faiths come on pilgrimage throughout the year. The Salvation History and 

the Story of Jesus are depicted on the walls to help people to know Jesus better. Two 

Priests are assigned to work at this CEC where they provide people guidance and pray 

over them. 

Fr. Santosh D.C. 

Shimoga Diocese, Santoshde1998@gmail.com, Mob. No.: 09900774326 

 
 

 

Sharing the Word of God through  
Bible Literature, Websites,  

by using Facebook & Whatsup is our  
way of Proclamation 

 
To know more Contact :  

Su-Sandesh Kendra, Belgaum, Diocesan Catholic Enqiry Centre, 

23, Khanapur Road, St. Anthony‘s Church Compound Camp, 

Belgaum- 590001. Ph.: 2427395 

 

 

 

mailto:Santoshde1998@gmail.com
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16th ACECI General Body Meeting & CEC IJS Ruby Jubilee, 

Paalana Bhavana, Bengaluru, 
(6th to 10th July 2017) 

Participants : Name & Address 

A.  Special Invitees  
1. Most Rev. Bernard Moras 
 Archbishop of Bangalore 

 Archbishop‘s House,   

 75 Millers Road, Bansan Town, P.O. No. 2, 

 Bangalore-560 046, 

      Ph. : 080-23330438 

2.    Most Rev. Robert Miranda 
 Bishop of Gulbarga, Chairman, Regional  

Commission for proclamation  & Evangelization, 

Bishop‘s House,  Mother of  Church Road,  

Gulbarga-585103, Karnataka.   Divine Grace.  

  Ph.: 08472-225681,  Mob.: 09448568555 
3. Rev. Fr. Faustine Lobo 

       National Dirctor,  

 Pontifical Mission Organization, 

 No. 10, 3rd Cross Ulsoo Road, 

 Bangalore-560 042, Karnataka 

 Ph.: 080-25585946, Email: pmorg@gmail.com 

4. Rev. Fr. Paneer Selvam, 

Executive Secretary,  

CCBI Commission for Proclamation, 

Director, Suvarta Kendra, 

Pachmarhi-461 881. 

Hosangabad Dist. M.P. Mob.: 09407167079 

5. Msgr. S. Jayanathan,  

Vicar General, Bangalore Archdiocese 

 Archbishop House,   

       Bangalore-560 006 

 

6. Msgr. C. Francis 

Vicar General, Bangalore Archdiocese,  

       Archbishop‘s House, Bangalore-560 006. 

7. Rev Fr. J. Arokianathan, 
 Spiritual Director, CEC Bangalore, 

       Parish Priest of Our Lady of  Laurdes Church, 

 Whitefield P.O.,  

 Bangalore-560 006, 

 Ph.: 080-28452231,  Mob.: 09740203056 

 Email:arokiavaticannathan@gmail.com 

8. Rev. Fr. Joseph Manezes, 

 Parish Priest Infant Jesus Church and Shrine, 

Viveknagar,  

 Bangalore-560 047. 

9. Dr. D. Jayanand, 

 A Lay Missionary 
10. Sr. Philo Cardoza SJT,  

       Bangalore 

B.  CEC Participants 
 

1. Fr. Varghese Paul, S.J. 
 Director, CISS 

 Ameebela Bldg., Navjivan Post, 

 Ahmedabad-380014  

 Ph.: 9428826518, Email: vpaulsj@jesuits.net 

2. Sr. Rose Joseph 

 CISS Ahmedabad.  Ph.: 7041788338 

3. Marshal Pandav 

 CISS Ahmedabad  

 Ph.: 8141268539, pandavmarshal@gmail.com 

4. Mervyn Noronha 
 CEC Bandra, Mumbai -400050    

 Ph.: 9820383054, Email: mervynjne@gmail.com 

5. Royce D‘Souza 
 CEC Bandra,   

 Mumbai-400050     

 Ph.: 9820659105 

6. Merwyn D‘souza 
 CEC Bandra Mumbai      

 merwyndsouza@rediffmail.com 

 

7. Sr. Janet DSP, Director 

 Catholic Enquiry Centre, 

 Infant Jesus Shrine, Viveknagar, 

 Bangalore-560047     

 Ph: 08025545704, Mob.: 8971575761 

8. Mrs. Dorothy Miranda 
 Catholic Enqiry Centre, 

 Bangalore  

 Ph.: 9901951526 

 dorothymiranda3@gmail.com 

9. Mrs. Lina Pushparaj 
 CEC Bangalore 

 No. 12, 1st Cross, Viveknagar,  

 IInd Stage, Bangalore-560047    

 Ph: 9886505286 

 Linajohn17@gmail.com 

10. Mary Lewis 
 CEC Bangalore 

 No. 6 Nissan House, 3rd Cross,  

 Austin Town, Palm Grove Road, 

 Bangalore-560047 Ph: 9880643206 

 Mary.p.lewis@gmail.com 

mailto:pmorg@gmail.com
mailto:vpaulsj@jesuits.net
mailto:pandavmarshal@gmail.com
mailto:mervynjne@gmail.com
mailto:merwyndsouza@rediffmail.com
mailto:dorothymiranda3@gmail.com
mailto:Linajohn17@gmail.com
mailto:Mary.p.lewis@gmail.com
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11. Sr. Margret DSP 

 Daughter‘s of St. Paul, 

 15 Albert Street, 

 Richmond Town, 

 Bangalore-560025. 

 Ph: 09892423661 

12. Sr. Clare DSP 

 Daughter‘s of St. Paul, 

 15 Albert Street, 

 Richmond Town, 

 Bangalore-560025. 

 Ph: 06371625946 

13. Sr. Veronica DSP 
 Daughters of St. Paul 

 32, 33, Vasantha Nagar, 

 Jayanagar Extn.      

 Karumandapam,Trichy-1  

 Ph.: 9600118719 

 verodsp@rediffmail.com 

14. Mr. Charles Paul 

 CEC Bangalore-560047 

15. Mr. John Xavier 

 CEC Bangalore-560047 

16. Mr. George CL 

 CEC Bangalore-560047 

17. Mrs. Sheela Solomon 

 Librarian, 

 CEC Bangalore-560047 

18. Mrs. S. Sebastina Rani 

 Library Assistant 

 CEC Bangalore-560047 

 

19. Mrs. Arul Selvi 

 Office Secretary, 

 CEC Bangalore-560047 

20. Mrs. Lalita Menezes 

 CEC Bangalore-560047 

21. Mrs. Parimala Selvaraj 

 CEC Bangalore-560047 

22. Mrs. Versline Victoria 

 CEC Bangalore-560047 

23. Sr. Pacifica B.S.  
 Coordinator, Su-Sandesh Kendra, 

 Khanapur Road, Belgaum-59001.   

 Ph.: 08861797685 

24. Sr. Esuria B.S. 

 Su-Sandesh Kendra,  

      Belgaum.    

 Ph.:  070661324254. 

25. Sr. Locida B.S. 
 Su-Sandesh Kendra, Belgaum.    

 Ph.:  0974287679210.  

26. Mr. Albert Lobo 
 Su-Sandesh Kendra, Belgaum  

 Ph.: 09845859175,   

      Loboalbert958@gmail.com 

27. Mr. Dominic J. Azavedo 
 Director, CEC Kolkata, 

 58 B, Shakespeare Sarani, 

 Kolkata-700017.  

       Ph.:9433077028,  djazavedo@rediffmail.com 

28. Mrs. Sybil Azavedo 
 CEC Kolkata      

 Ph.: 9051426236,  

      Sybil_a@rediffmail.com 

29. Fr. D. Arul Raj,  
 Director,  Arutchudar  

 110, Armenian Street,  

 Chennai-600 001, Ph.:  8072456048 

30. Sr. M. Gloria PDDM 

 Arutchudar, Chennai  

 Ph.:  9597790754,  

      Email: Gloria1917@line.com 

31. Mrs. Arokia Mary 

 Arutchudar, Chennai ,  

      Ph.:  9500080865 

32. Mrs. Roseline Benedicka 

 Arutchudar, Chennai,  Ph.:  9840825793 

33. Mr. Arulsamy 

 Arutchudar Chennai,  

      Ph.: 9444036888 

34. Mr. Rajendran 
 Arutchudar Chennai     

 Ph.: 9444484748, 58rajendiran8@gmail.com 

35. Sr. Regina 
 CEC Coimbatore,Thedal, 

 Christ the King Church, 

 Dr. Nanjappa Road-18, 

 Coimbatore.  Ph.: 9442315392 

36. Mrs. Sheeha Rajesh 
 CEC Coimbatore     

 Ph.:  9597233332, sheehajireh@gmail.com 

37. Fr. Tigin Mathew 
 CEC Rajkot 

 Bishop‘s House, Rajkot Diocese, Rajkot, Gujarat  

 Ph.:85478797620, tiginkadaplakal@gmail.com 

38. Fr. Raju SVD 
 Masih Vidya Bhavan 

 98, Nagar Nigam Road, Indore (M.P.)   

 Ph.: 09425065190, mvbsvd@sancharnet.com 

39. V.C. Jose Vernoor  
 Belthangady,  

 Ph.: 9449164146, Josevernoor@yahoo.com 

40. Fr. Thomas D‘Souza 
 CBhalki 

 Ph.:  9448350148 

mailto:Loboalbert958@gmail.com
mailto:djazavedo@rediffmail.com
mailto:58rajendiran8@gmail.com
mailto:mvbsvd@sancharnet.com
mailto:Josevernoor@yahoo.com
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41. Fr. Harry D‘Souza 
 CEC Gulbarga 

 St. Paul Mission Ekauba, 

 Bidor, Gulbarga     

 Ph.: 9449773737 

 Harrydsouza273@gmail.com 

42. Mr. Wilfred Rodrigues 
 C/o Bishop‘s House 

 Kotnoor (D) Post 

 Gulbarga, Karnataka     

 Ph: 9481148078 

 wilfredteacher@gmail.com 

43. Fr. Gerald Sagar 
 Divya Vani 

 Mother of Divine Grace, Cathedral, 

 Church Road, Gulbarga    

 Ph: 8722195758 

44. Mr. A. Marianthoo Prem 
 St. Joseph‘s Cathedral Mysuru 

 St. Philomena Circle, 

 Mysuru-570001  

 Ph.: 9449321781 

 

45. Fr. Santosh D.C.,  

 Secretary, Diocese of Shimoga  

 C/o Bishop‘s House,  

 Sagar Road-577205     

 Ph.: 9900774326 

 Santoshdc1998@gmail.com 

46. Sr. Kiran PDDM 

 ACECI National Office, 

 New Delhi-110001. 

 Ph: 08903752862 

47. Sr. Manjula PDDM 

 ACECI National Office, 

 New Delhi-110001. 

 Ph: 07628845099 

48. Fr. Varghese N. SVD 

 Secretary & Ex. Secretary 

 ACECI National Office, 

 New Delhi-110001. 

 Ph: 919968150441 

49. Fr. Norbert Herman SVD 

 Maitri Sadan, Machla Magra, 

 Patel Cercle, 

 Udaipur-313 001 (Raj)  

 Ph.: 9460333970 

 Maitrisadan@gmail.com 

 drnobysvd@gmail.com 

50. Bro. Naveen Kurian 
 Prakashalaya 

 C/o St. Joseph‘s Seminary,  

 Jeppy, Mangalore-575002    

 Ph: 8546810450 

 prakashalaya@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Jesus Last Command 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. 

And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age”. 

                           —Matthew 28:18-20 
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Bangalore  Celebrates 

The Ruby 

Jubilee of 

Catholic Enquiry Centre 

Infant  Jesus Shrine 

Vivek Nagar 

Infant Jesus Church Bangalore 
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1. Bangalore Celebrates Ruby Jubilee of CEC 
 A Report by Dominic & Sybil Azavedo 

     The 40th Anniversary of the Catholic Enquiry Centre (CEC) 

of Bangalore was celebrated with a solemn Concelebrated Mass, 

presided by Archbishop Bernard Moras of Bangalore in the 

packed Cathedral of St. Francis Xavier on 9th July with 70 CEC 

participants from all over the country joining in the celebration. 

Mr. John Xavier welcomed all on behalf of the CEC Bangalore.  

He said that in 1957, the Laity started a Catholic Information 

Bureau (CIB), an Evangelical Missionary endeavour.  

Archbishop P. Arokiaswamy of Bangalore entrusted it to the care of the Daughters of  

St. Paul on 1st July, 1977 with a new name, ―Diocesan Catholic Enquiry Centre‖ at St. 

Patrick‘s Church. 

 

    The Compound and the Cathedral were greatly decorated by banners, posters, 

pictures, etc. the work being done by the CEC.  After the Eucharistic Celebration, a 

grand Cultural programme was held in the Church hall, where the children of Rocks 

School and Infant Jesus Church performed  colourful dances on recorded music. The 

Archbishop  encouraged the CEC to continue their great work of Evangelization and 

distributed prizes of the Quiz Competition to the following: Hema Catherine (1st prize), 

Robin (2nd), Mary Sherlin (3rd) and Consolation prizes to Bhavya and Stephen and to 

the Sisters who brought up the CEC namely, Sr. Margaret, Sr. Veronica and Sr. Clare. 

 

Table Ministry 
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2. Ruby Jubilee Holy Mass & Falicitation 
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3. 
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4. The Growth of CEC Bangalore 

Sowing of the Mustard Seed: 

Sixty Years ago, God the Father, the Greatest Gardener, sowed a small mustard seed in the heart of 

Miss Frances Rondo. He gave the plant a wonderful name ‗Catholic Information Bureau‘ (CIB). It 

was inaugurated on 26th March, 1957 at the Rectory of St. Patrick‘s Parish by His Grace Rt. Rev Dr. 

Thomas Pothacamury. He appointed Rev. Fr. Pat Aranjo as the Spiritual director, Rev. Fr. J. De 

Souza as Treasurer and Miss F. Rondo as its first Organizing Secretary. 

Humble Beginning: 

The inaugural donations were Rs. 100/- from His grace the Archbishop and Rs. 200/- from Mrs. De 

Souza, sister of Fr. J. De Souza. It was decided that the Organization function from the residence of 

Miss Frances Rondo. Messrs. H. Menezes, Gulliver, Chavariappa, Major La Fontaine, Mrs. 

Rosemeyer and Miss. Irene Lopez were among its first member helpers. In July 1957, it was decided 

that each member try to get a donation and each Mailer defray the postage, as was the custom in other 

Centres. 

The Catholic Information Bureau (CIB) was fortunate to have the guidance of Mr. Francis, Secretary, 

Catholic Information Centre, Pune, who had specially come to Bangalore for the Inauguration 

Ceremony. He had suggested to utilize the Press for appropriate advertisements concerning the work 

of the Bureau and to maintain a register of Enquirers with their case history. The Madras Mail and 

Deccan Herald were selected for the purpose of advertisements. 

The greatest of all shrubs: 

The Small Mustard Seed grew into a big shrub and yielded its first fruit in six months. The first fruit 

was the receiving into the Church of Mrs. Laura Liddel in September 1957. The members rejoiced 

greatly and praised God in the words of Mother Mary ―My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 

rejoices in God my Saviour, … for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and Holy is His 

name.‖ Members of the Legion of Mary had also been contributing their mite to this organization. 

Over twenty long years there had been so many working in this vineyard of the Lord, whose names 

are written in heaven, bringing many souls into God‘s Kingdom and making JESUS known to many 

more. During these years, Tamil Enquirers were directed to CIB, Pune and the Kannada Enquirers to 

CIB, Mangalore. Fr. Sontag’s “Know Christ Series” were introduced in 1960. 

The Mustard Shrub CIB Re-named CEC: 

Miss F. Rondo worked with rare zeal and devotion until her failing health forced her to give up her 

labour of love in July, 1977, the CIB was entrusted to the care of the ―Media Missionaries‖ —the 

Congregation of the Daughters of St. Paul —by His Grace Most Rev. Dr. P. Arokiaswamy, 

Archbishop of Bangalore, with Sr. Maria Grazia Vaz, DSP as its Directress, under the new name of 

the ―Diocesan Catholic Enquiry Centre‖ (CEC) at St. Patrick‘s Church. Sr. Pier Luisa Albini DSP, 

then Provincial appointed Sr. Grasia Vaz as the First Directress of CEC. 

5.  Past and Present Chief Patrons of CEC 

 

 

Archbishop 

 Most Rev. Dr. P. Arokiaswany 

(1977–1986) 

 

Archbishop 
Most Rev. Dr. Alphonsus 

Mathias  (1986-1998) 

 

Archbishop 
Most Rev. Dr. Ignatius  
Paul Pinto (1998-2004) 

 

Archbishop  
Most Rev. Dr. Bernard 

Moras (2004-2017) 

 

 

Archbishop  
Most Rev. Dr. Peter Machado  

(2017 – Onward) 
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Chief Patrons: 

The keen interest shown by Late Archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Packiam Arokiaswamy in CEC helped 

us to have a separate office above St. Paul‘s Book House and Media Centre, 21 Museum Road. This 

was indeed a sign of progress. He was our guiding lamp for the success of CEC during those initial 

years (1977-1986). The Lamp has since been kept burning bright under the Patronage, Encouragement 

and Guidance of Archbishop Emeritus Most Rev. Dr. Alphonsus Mathias (1986-1998), 

Archbishop Emeritus Most Rev. Dr. Ignatius Paul Pinto (1998-2004) and Archbishop Most Rev. 

Dr. Bernard Moras from 2004-2018. From 2018 the Most Rev. Dr. Peter Machado is the Archbishop 

of Bangalore and Patron of CEC Bangalore. 

Small New Beginning: 

Sr. Grazia Vas began her work in CEC in 1977 with zeal and enthusiasm, though the beginning was 

small. The CEC office functioned from St. Patrick‘s Church. As it was new beginning for Sister, she 

took the help of a few co-workers in the field of spreading the Good News. One of the methods to get 

in touch with people was through advertisements in newspapers, magazines, and signboards, 

bookstalls, personal contacts and through the distribution of tracts and leaflets through volunteers and 

students from schools and colleges. She served CEC from 1977-1983 and 1992-1994. We thank and 

praise God for the gift of Sr. Grazia Vaz and for giving her the crown of glory in the Heavenly abode. 

Expansion and Growth: 

It has not been easy to complete a Ruby Jubilee without any hardships. There have been hard times 

which have strengthened us to do better and brought us this far. When CEC was to find a new place 

for its office, Sr. Grazia Vaz DSP, then Directress, toiled hard to find a suitable place to get CEC 

running. 

After Seventeen years, on June 20th 1994, the CEC Office, along with its lending library has been 

shifted to a new premise at the Infant Jesus Shrine, a Pilgrimage Centre frequented by Christians and 

Non-Christians alike, at Viveknagar, Bangalore. Fr. Stany J. Veigas who was then the Parish Priest, 

felt the need of having such a Centre at the Shrine so that many pilgrims who visit the shrine would 

receive the light of Jesus through CEC. Therefore, he welcomed us to have our office on the 1st floor 

of the Shrine where we are presently working. We are grateful to Archbishop Emeritus Alphonsus 

Mathias and Rev. Fr. Stany J. Viegas who encouraged us and willingly consented to have our Centre 

in this Parish. 

6.  CEC Directresses: 
 

 

 

 

     

 

Sr. Maria Grazia Vaz dsp 

 

Sr. Margaret Cruz dsp 

 

Sr. Clare C.L. dsp 

 

Sr. Veronica dsp 

 

Sr. Janet Varghese 
dsp 
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Sr. Margaret Cruz dsp served as CEC Directress from 1983-1987, 1994-2002 and 2015-2016, Sr. 

Clare C.L. dsp from 1987-1992 & 2006-2015 and Sr. Veronica dsp from 2002-2006. Sr. Jenet 

Varghese dsp is the Directress from 2016-2018. Sr. Veronica dsp from 2018 onwards. We thank and 

praise God for each one of them for their unique, efficient and effective contribution to the growth of 

CEC Mission during these 40 Glorious years. 

CEC Spiritual Directors: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Fr. Edwin Fernandes S.J. and Rev. Fr. Terence Fransz were CEC Spiritual Directors during 

1977-1989 and 1989-2008 respectively.  Rev. Fr. Arokianathan J. is our Spiritual Director from 

2008 onwards. They helped us with their Spirit filled, inspiring and encouraging Messages. They also 

gave us valuable advice and guidance in all our new endeavours. They  

were role models in our spiritual Mission. We thank God for taking Rev. Frs. Edwin Fernandes S.J. 

and Terence Fransz for their Eternal Reward. 

CEC Staff Members 

Sheela Solomon - Librarian, S. Sebastina Rani - Library Assistant, Arul Selvi - Office Secretary, 

Asker Fernandez - Office Boy, K. Mani - House-keeping (part time), Mary - House-keeping (part 

time) 

CEC Staff with Directress Sr. Jenet Varghese, DSP 

CEC Core-Group Team: Leadership: Sr. Jenet Varghese, dsp 
Charles Paul Raj, Dorothy Miranda, George C. L., John Xavier, Lalita Menezes, Mary Lewis, 

Parimala Selvaraj, Versline Victoria 

 

 

 

Rev. Fr. Edwin Fernandes S.J. 
 (1977-1989) 

 

Rev. Fr. Terence Fransz  
(1989-2008) 

 

Rev. Fr. Arokianathan J.  
(2008 onwards) 
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CEC CO Workers 

Alice John Julie Smith  Patsy Sequeira 

Anthony Chandran K. Balasubramaniam Preethi Prakash 

Arokiamary K.T. Joseph Prema Rebello 

Beulah Oliver Leela George Rita Das 

Cynthia D‘Souza Lina Pushparaj Rohan Kamath 

Dominic Anthony Lynette Tharakan Sabby Fernandez 

Edwin Nelson Furtado Mariam Nishath Sagaya Melvin 

Gemma Carvalho Mark Manohar Saritha Agnes 

Irene Mascarenhas Mercy Susheela Raja 

Jacqueline D‘Cunha Mini Mohan Tressy Maria 

Jessie Fernandez Mildred Sausman Veena Chandran 

Judith Soares Monica Viegas Winnie Barrett 

Juliana Lizzy Olive D‘Souza 

 

The Archbishop, Sr. Jenet Varghese & Co-Workers 

 

CEC Staff & Co-Workers: 
The CEC Staff and Co-workers have always worked together not only as team but more as a closely 

knit Family. They have been driven by the SOLE aim and mission of ‗GIVE JESUS‘ to everyone. 

Some work in offices, some are busy home-makers and some are retired people. Apart from their 

normal daily schedule, one thing they all have in common is their desire to serve God and carry out 

His command: ―Go to all mankind‖ (Mk. 16:15). 

Though they are growing older, the colour, vigour and the richness of CEC remains ever youthful. 

The physical strength of some might have diminished but their moral support, enthusiasm and 

devotion have increased over the years. Many young persons have joined the newly formed ‗CEC 

Youth for Christ‘ Team. 

We thank for all those who had been part of this Mission here on this earth and who have left us and 

gone home to enjoy eternal reward in His Kingdom. Our hearts are filled with gratitude for all the past 
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and present Staff and Co-Workers for their wonderful contribution during these 40 years. Let us 

rejoice that our Names are written in Heaven. 

CEC Enquirers / Seekers: 
The Best gifts of God to CEC and the fruit of our labour of love are the CEC Enquirer / Seekers. God 

has blessed the CEC with more than 27,000 Enquirers during these 40 years. 
 

7.  CEC Youth 

Alyn Dorothy Preetham Richard 

Anushya Goutham Shilpa 

Bladina Hema Catherine Victoria 

Calvin Emmanuel Mary Sherlyn Xavier 

Cecilia Patricia Sharon 

 

CEC Units: 

Kristanjali, St. Antony‘s Friary Church,  

St. Antony‘S Church, T.C. Palaya,  

St. Antony‘s Shrine, within St. Patrick‘s Church, Brigade Road,  

St. Mary‘s Basilica, Shaivajinagar. 

The Major activities of CEC Bangalore: 

1. Free Bible Correspondence Courses on the life and teachings of Christ. 

2. Lending Library and free Reading-Room with good books. 

3. Out-reach programs to villages, jails, hospitals, old age homes and  orphanages with prayer and 

Gospel message. 

4. Distribution of Christian Literature at Pilgrim Shrines & ―Melas‖. 

5. Personal Counseling and Guidance and Catechizing them. 

6. Religious Exhibitions, Video Shows, Close Circuit TV and Mobile Units. 

7. Table Ministry 

8. CEC Sunday Celebrations and Exhibition at different parishes 

9. Annual Christmas get-together for Enquirers and CEC family 

10. Posters and Signboards, Distribution of Hand-bills 

11. 5 New CEC Units were opened during the year of Evangelization 

12. CEC Website was inaugurated on 22nd January 2013 

13. CEC Youth for Christ was formed in 2016 

* Courtsy : Ruby Jubilee Souvenir— 40th Annual Report, 2017 
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Mumbai Celebrates the 

Diamond 

Jubilee of 
Catholic Enquiry Centre 

BANDRA 
 

 

CEC Bandra has its office at St. Andrews Church 
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  Oswald Cardinal Gracious 

1.  Message from His Eminence 
I am delighted to learn that Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bandra will be completing 60 years of faithful 

service in February 2018. A Diamond Jubilee is certainly a landmark in the history of any Institution. 

And for Catholic Enquiry Centre it is also an occasion to recall with gratefulness to God the 

dedication and zeal of the Directors, Secretaries and all those who are associated with it for the past 

60 years. 

 

It was in the year 1958 that Sodalists of St. Andrew‘s parish under the leadership of Mr. Dick Pereira 

felt the pressing need to start an organization to respond to the Lord‘s command: ―Go into the world 

and proclaim the good news to the whole creation‖ (Mk. 16:15). Even after the Men‘s Sodality ceased 

to exist several senior members continued to do the good work and formed a Working Committee and 

thus the Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bandra was born. In 1995 with the establishment of a National 

Office of  the Association of the Catholic Enquiry Centres India, New Delhi,  the Catholic Enquiry 

Centre, Bandra, became its member. 

 

The Catholic Enquiry Centre operates from desks at the Basilica of Our Lady of the Mount, and Fr. 

Agnel‘s Ashram, Bandra (West). The response to the interaction at the desks on a one-to-one basis, is 

very encouraging. Each enquirer is given a New Testament in the language of the person‘s choice 

after the person fills in personal details and endorses the enquiry card willingly. Literature in English 

and a Gujarati course (―Meet Jesus‖ and ―What does it means to be a Christian‖) is posted to them by 

the Centre, whereas Hindi and Marathi enquirers are sent to Shub Sandesh Kendra, Dahisar, for 

follow-up. Other language requests are forwarded to Regional Centres all over India. In addition, holy 

pictures of Jesus and Our Lady, daily prayers, medals, rosaries and pamphlets on how to pray the 

rosary are given freely, on request. The Catholic Enquiry Centre is run by lay faithful with 

encouragement and blessings by the Bishops and the Clergy. The dedication of sixty odd members, 

who post their literature at their own cost, has been instrumental in achieving their goal of spreading 

the Good News and are now celebrating the milestone of a Diamond Jubilee. 

 

As Catholic Enquiry Centre celebrates its Diamond Jubilee, I pray for all those associated with the 

Centre that they may carry on the work of spreading Christ with even greater zeal and commitment. I 

invoke God‘s blessings on them and their families and wish them all success in all their endeavors. I 

remember with affection and gratitude the deceased members. I had heard Mr. Dick Pereira and 

witnessed his enthusiasm when explaining the Gospels to eager learners. This was in the late 1960s, 

way before the Bible study classes were started. May Mary, the Mother of God intercede for all the 

members to her Son Jesus and may she guide your every step. 

 

 

 
Oswald Cardinal Gracias  

   Archbishop of Bombay  

 

 

ARCHBISHOP‘S HOUSE 

21, Nathalal Parekh Marg, 

Mumbai - 400 001. 

Tel  : 2202 1093/1193/1293 

Fax  : 91-22-2285 3872 

Email: 

diocesebombay@gmail.com 
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2.  Mr. Dick Pereira  
 Founder of the Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bandra. 

Mr. Didacus Pereira (Dick as he was known) worked in B.E.S.T. undertaking as an Officer in the 

Accounts and Audit Department. Around this time he read an article on how a certain Mr. Evarist 

Francis of Poona, with the permission of the Bishop of Poona was running a Centre for non-Catholics, 

who were eager for information about the Catholic Faith. He wrote to Mr. Francis who invited my dad 

to spend time with him in Poona, to learn the ropes and that‘s how the seeds were sown. On his return, 

armed with samples of letters written by people wanting to know about the Catholic Faith, he spoke 

with the then Cardinal of Bombay about his meeting with Mr. Francis and the functioning of the 

Catholic Enquiry Centre, Poona. He asked for permission to run a CEC in St. Andrews Church.  After 

permission was received dad spoke with the Vicar of the church who was quite enthusiastic. He then 

got the support of a few relatives and friends who agreed to help him with his work. 

An advertisement on this subject was inserted in the BLITZ newspaper. On reading the advertisement 

the owner spoke with dad and told him he could advertise regularly, free of cost – what a blessing!! 

On reading an article in the Andrean Notes more volunteers joined the Centre to spread the Good 

News. After dad passed away in 1978 the good work was carried on by the other members. 

Dad was awarded the ―Bene Merendi‖ for this and other Church work. 

—by his son, Vivian 

 

3.  Six Historical Churches of Bandra-Mumbai 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      St. Andrews Church   Mount Mary‘s Shrine            St. Theresa‘s Church 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       St. Peters Church          Our Lady of St. Carmel Church               St. Annes Church 
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4.  CEC, Bandra Diamond Jubilee Celebrations - A Report 

I am writing this letter after participating in the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of 

Catholic Enquiry Centre (CEC) at Bandra, Mumbai on February 11, 2018. The 

moderate Jubilee Celebrations began with a prayer led by CEC President Royce 

D‘Souza and devotional songs by guitarist Allen and team. The Emeritus Bishop 

Agnelo Gracias celebrated the Diamond Jubilee Mass together with ACECI 

President Fr. Varghese Paul. A pioneer in CEC ministry Sr. C.L. Clare DSP, CEC 

Managing Committee members, Co-workers and well wishers, about 100 in all, 

participated in the Jubilee Mass and the Celebrations. 

As Bishop Agnelo Gracias acknowledged in his homily, it is remarkable that for the past 60 years 

CEC Bandra ―has been able to sustain the interest of the collaborators, patrons and well wishers. Over 

the years, a committed band of collaborators have continued with grit and determination  the work of 

sharing the Good News with the seekers of the Truth.‖ 

A Bible Quiz, many songs and joyful dances were part of the Jubilee Celebrations in which all 

participated enthusiastically. Just before the Jubilee Agape meal Fr. Varghese Paul recalled some 

salient features of CEC Bandra like zeal of the members in the CEC ministry, their team spirit and 

mutual collaboration, loyalty and commitment to the ministry, generosity, collaboration with priests 

and bishops as well as their responsibility and accountability in their works. These are models and 

examples they have set and practiced for the last 60 years for all of us to follow. 

On the occasion, CEC Bandra brought out a Souvenir with beautiful picture of a smiling Jesus with a 

caption: ‗Come to me… (Mt. 11:28). Inside there are a total of 13 messages including one from 

Oswald Cardinal Gracias, two Bishops, ACECI Patron Fr. Theodore Bowling and the Director Mr. 

Royce D‘Souza. Then there is the list of the names of the Managing Committee and of Co-Members 

totally 57 in all. But what interested this writer most in the Souvenir was the one page of CEC history 

and two short page-each write up on late Hermon Murzello by his daughter Karen Murzello and on 

the Founder Mr. Dick Pereira by his son Mr. Vivian Pereira. 

CEC Bandra started the ministry of direct proclamation of Jesus through  

advertising in BLITS daily. Now they continue the same proclamation but through what is called 

‗Table Ministry‘ at Mt. Mary Basilica and Fr. Agnel Ashram. Through the table ministries volunteer-

collaborators directly interact with people of other Faiths and register interested persons for our ―Meet 

Christ‖ booklets on Jesus Christ and the Bible. 

60 years of uninterrupted services being a great achievement. I am happy that the moderate Diamond 

Jubilee Celebrations went well ending with a vote of thanks by the ever enthusiastic Secretary Mrs. 

Brenda Pereira. 

Fr. Varghese Paul, SJ. 

Director CISS & President ACECI   

Edited by: 

Fr. Varghese N. SVD 

Executive Secretary, ACECI 
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5.  President, CEC Bandra - Message 
I would like to thank the core group members, and our co-workers for their tireless 

service in helping the Catholic Enquiry Centre reach its goal year after year. I would 

also like to thank the Cardinal, Bishops & Parish Priests of the churches of Bandra 

for their continuous support in all our endeavours. 

In our 60th year I look forward to many more years of taking the Catholic Enquiry 

Centre to greater heights with the help of all our members and hope that with the 

grace of God we are blessed with new members to carry on our work of spreading 

the Word of God to people of other Faiths.  

―The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest 

to send out laborers into his harvest.‖ — Matthew 9:37-38 

Wishing you God‘s blessing. 

Mr. Royce D‘souza 

 

***** 

 

6.  Catholic Enquiry Centre Bandra, Mumbai 
(A Short History - 1958 to 2018) 

Every Christian by virtue of his/her Baptism has the responsibility of proclaiming the Good News—

‖To Light up the Darkness‖. In the year 1950s, the Sodalist of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, St. 

Andrew‘s Church Bandra made a spiritual retreat. This inspired them to take up the challenge of 

spreading the Good News under their prefect Mr. Dick Pereira. After a first-hand experience of the 

workings of Catholic Enquiry Centre, Pune, he made a bold decision in 1958 to start a centre in his 

home. Due to Mr. Dick Pereira‘s poor health the baton was passed on to his efficient Co-member, Mr. 

Robert Ross who changed the structure of the group, formed an ―all Bandra Organization‖ christened 

it ―Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bandra‖ and moved it to St. Andrews Church. 

In 1995, the Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bandra became a member of the Association of the Catholic 

Enquiry Centres-India, with its National Office in New Delhi. 

The Centre grew in strength with the support of members from all the parishes of Bandra who gave 

their time willingly for the cause. It grew from forty eight members to fifty and the present count is 

fifty eight. All volunteers post literatures at their own cost. 

Earlier most of the seekers of the Good News were attracted by advertisements placed in newspapers 

of North, East and Central India – the response of approximately 1200 enquirers a year was very 

encouraging. With the change of the political climate in our country, advertisements with religious 

symbols were not permitted; as a result the number of enquirers dwindled. To overcome this hurdle in 

2008 two desks were started at the Basilica of Our Lady of the Mount and at Fr. Agnel‘s Ashram. 

Meeting people of other Faiths on a one-to-one basis proved a very good alternative and number of 

enquirers rose to 600 annually. After the Enquirer fills in his/her address and endorses the card he/she 

is given the New Testament in the language of his/her choice and any other religious pictures, medals, 

daily prayers they choose. Requests are also received for rosaries and how to pray the rosary. 

―Meet Christ‖ booklets on various aspects of Christ‘s teachings and ―What does it mean to be a 

Christian‖ were offered earlier in English. In 2016 we discontinued ―What does it mean to be a 

Christian‖ and substituted it with ―Introducing Jesus Christ‖ published by the Bombay Bible Institute, 

which makes light reading and is well received. Marathi and Hindi addresses which were processed 

by Pune up to April, 2011 are now handled by Shubh Sandesh Kendra, Dahisar. From 2008 Gujarati 

literature is sent out to enquirers by us. Other languages are sent to the respective Regional Centres. 

Earlier financial support was provided by the laity of Bandra, after an appeal in the churches. Gate 

collections were also made in addition to generous donations received from the Friends of Jesus. All 
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literature for the Centre was bought with help of the amount collected. Donations from our well 

wishers and assistance from the Diocesan Community Fund has made us financially viable. 

With the blessings of the Almighty, the Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bandra is the only Centre in India 

managed by lay people. The Annual Report which is sent out to the Archbishop of Bombay, the 

auxiliary Bishops and parish priests of the Bandra Deanery always evokes a word of praise and 

motivation. These encouragement and blessings have been a booster in achieving our goal. 

Courtsey— CEC 60 years : Catholic Enquiry Centre Bandra,(Diamond Jubilee Souvenir) 

 

Let us Pray for Evangelization of India 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  CEC Bandra: Managing Committee 

Mr. Royce D‘Souza President Mt. Carmel‘s 

Mrs. Brenda Pereira Secretary St. Andrew‘s 

Ms. Geraldine Gonsalves Treasurer St. Andrew‘s 

Mr. Sydney Pereira  St. Theresa‘s 

Mr. Mervyn Noronha   St. Peter‘s 

Our Co-Members 

We are greatful to all our co-members who have given their time to mail our literature at their own 

expense. May God bless them for their dedicated service. 

Mr. Archie D‘souza 

Mr. Austin Cardoz 

Mr. Cedric Fichado 

Mr. Christopher Alphonse 

Mr. Maurice D‘Souza 

Mr. Morris Pinto 

Mr. Tony D‘Costa 

Mrs Lorna D‘Penha 

Mrs. Angela Ferro 

Mrs. Antoinette D‘souza 

Mrs. Bernadette Fernandes 

Mrs. Bernadette Fernandes 

Mrs. Charmaine Tellis 

Mr. Dominic Saldanha 

Mr. John Araujo 

Mr. Joseph Gonsalves 

Mr. Lamabert Vaz 

Mrs. Margaret Pinto 

Mrs. Marie D‘Souza Mrs. Marie Pereira 

Mrs. Marina Farrow 

Mrs. Nadia D‘Souza 

Mrs. Nalini Soares 

Mrs. Olive Ferdinands  

Mrs. Patricia Soares  

Mrs. Patsy Sequeira 

Mrs. Pearl Roche  

Mrs. Richelle Sampy 
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Mrs. Cynthia Rebello 

Mrs. Eugenie De Sousa 

Mrs. F. Rodrigues 

Mrs. Freedda Sequeira 

Mrs. Iyleen Fernandes 

Mrs. Jasmine Miranda 

Mrs. Jeanne Roxburgh 

Mrs. June Dias 

Mrs. Lillian Vaz  

Mrs. Lucy Zuzarte 

Mrs. Maizie Fernandes 

Mrs. Margaret D‘Souza 

Mrs. Rowena Ann D‘Silva 

Mrs. Sandra Lobo 

Mrs. Shirley D‘Souza 

Mrs. Shirley Fonseca 

Mrs. Theresa Pereira 

Mrs. Violet D‘Souza  

Mrs. Violet Mathias 

Ms. Christine Rebello 

Ms. Daisy Carvalho 

Ms. Elsa Franco 

Ms. Ina Rebello 

Ms. Meena D‘Souza 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr. Royce D‘souza  

8.  President, Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bandra 
Royce as he is affectionately called by all of us has served the Centre for the last 32 years and is still 

an active member.  He rose from an ordinary member who used to help with the posting of our 

literature to take over as Director,  after the demise of Mr. Raymond Fernandes. 

Under his guidance in 2009, CEC, Bandra took an important decision to change its method of 

attracting ―seekers of the good news‖ as advertisements in the newspapers had stopped bringing in 

enquirers.  In order to make the desks at the Basilica of Our Lady of the Mount and Fr. Agnel‘s 

Ashram  more eye catching , holy pictures,  prayer booklets in three languages, rosaries, medals, etc  

along with literature and the New Testament were introduced. His zeal and enthusiasm built a rapport 

with pilgrims who would listen attentively to what he had to say.  I‘m using the past tense here as ill 

health does not permit Royce to man the desk – it was also the main reason he stepped down as 

Director in June, 2018. 

Royce as a true disciple of Jesus did not impose his authority on the Core Group.  Every one was 

encouraged to give an opinion to better the working of the CEC.  An atmosphere so conducive to our 

goal  ―to love, serve and forgive‖ like Jesus. May God bless him abundantly for his service to CEC, 

Bandra. 

—Mr. Mervyn Noron 
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Mr. Mervyn Noronha 

Director, Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bandra 

 In June 2016 our earlier Treasurer, Mr. Merwyn D‘Souza, influenced his friend 

Mervyn to join the Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bandra. He represents St. Peter‘s  

Parish, Bandra.  He was very happy with the goal of our Centre and got fully 

involved in its workings  by joining the Managing Committee. 

He learnt the ropes of manning the desk at the Mount by accompanying  

Merwyn D‘Souza, once a week,  for two hours – a sacrifice he made although 

he had personal commitments.  He got acquainted with the ACECI team after 

he attended the Annual General Body Meeting in 2017.   

He was one of our members who helped with the success of our Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.   

In June 2018 Mervyn took over as Director, CEC, Bandra from Royce  D‘Souza who resigned due to 

ill health. With God‘s blessings Mervyn continues the cordiality of his predecessor, an important 

aspect for the running of any Centre. 

***** 

 

 

Mrs. Brenda Pereira  
General Secretary of CEC Bandra  

 Mrs. Brenda Pereira has been the General Secretary of CEC Bandra for last 20 

years. Her dedication, determination and self-discipline paved the way for 

creating uncompromising ―Work Ethics‖ which is required for achieving 

excellence in one‘s duty. Her wisdom, knowledge and visionary abilities have 

contributed substantially to her service as the General Secretary of CEC Bandra. 

Mrs. Brenda has always explored new talents to build up the ―Core-Team‖ that 

works synchronizing their talents and views for our mission of making Jesus 

known. CEC Bandra would like to thank Mrs. Brenda Pereira for her 

unconditional support and service to it.  

—Director CEC Bandra 

 

 
“Seekers Shall Find” 

There are many people in India who earnestly seek to know 
Lord Jesus and come close up to Him in some way. Let us 

have a Catholic Enquiry Centre in every diocese and in every 
major Indian language to help these seekers to find Him. 
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Belgaum Celebrates the 

―China‖ 

Jubilee of 
Catholic Enquiry Centre 

BELGAUM 
 

 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Belgaum 
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1.  Su-Sandesh Kendra Celebrates its 20 years of  

Sharing the Good News 

 
Most Rev. Bernard Moras 

 Former Bishop of Belgaum 

Pioneer Founder & 1st Patron of Su-Sandesh Kendra 

 

Most Rev. Peter Machado 
Former Bishop of Belgaum & Ardent Promoter and Patron of 

Su-Sandesh Kendra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. Pacifica B.S. 
Coordinator 

Su-Sandesh Kendra, Belgaum. 

 

Sr. Jescilda B.S. 
New Coordinator from 1st 

June, 2020 

Su-Sandesh Kendra, Belgaum. 
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2.  Su-Sandesh Kendra : Some Collaborators 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mrs. Philomena Dias 

Miss. Louisa Doraiswamy Mr. Bernard D’Cruz Esme D’Souza Felix Fernandes 

Mr. John D’Souza Mrs. Elizabeth Pillai Mrs. Anthonamma Bailey Mrs. Clarissa Mascarenhas 

Mrs. Noreen Monterio Mr. Deepak Pillay Mrs. Teresa D’souza Mr. Alfred Britto 
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3.  Su-Sandesh Kendra, Belgaum - The Beginnings: 

Su-Sandesh Kendra is the Diocesan Catholic Enquiry Centre, which is run mainly by the lay Catholic 

faithful. It was through the vision of our beloved Bishop Bernard Moras that Su-Sandesh Kendra was 

born. Su-Sandesh Kendra was formally opened on March 12, 1998. It was initially named ‗Sathya 

Veda Kendra‘ but later after a lot of thought and deliberation it was re-named ‗Su-Sandesh Kendra,‘ 

which literally means ‗Good News Centre.‘ 

Sr. Teresa Sebastian FDCC, was the first coordinator of the Kendra. Su-Sandesh Kendra is a 

member of the Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres India (ACECI). There are some centres  that 

have completed more than 50 years. In comparison, Su-Sandesh Kendra, Belgaum is young, having 

completed just 20 years as on March 12, 2018. 

Su-Sandesh Kendra — The Mission 

The mission of Su-Sandesh Kendra is to make Jesus known to all and to spread His message of 

love among the people. This is based on the Gospel. 

The above mission can be translated and broken down into the following three concrete objectives 

for Su-Sandesh Kendra. 

1. To make Jesus known to people of other faiths through the print media. 

2. To assist those in need of counseling and guidance, especially in matters of faith and morals. 

3. To provide the youth of all Faiths with good and wholesome reading  material through a library 

and reading room, thus enabling them to build their character on sound values and principles. 

Meeting the above three objectives on an ongoing basis involve many activities, voluntary works 

and enterprises, which are explained later in ―Activities and Events of Su-Sandesh Kendra: From 

March 1998 to March 2018 for 20 years.‖ 

Organization: Team Su-Sandesh Kendra 

Like any organization, Su-Sandesh Kendra has undergone many changes since its inception in 

1998. The chief patron is the Bishop/Administrator of the diocese. At present Sr. Pacifica BS is the 

Coordinator. Mrs. Philomena Dias is a full time employee. Apart from these, Su-Sandesh Kendra has 

a group of talented and energetic lay volunteers drawn from different parishes of Belgaum, to plan, 

assist and contribute. These volunteers have decided to pool their talents, time and money to propel 

Su-Sandesh Kendra forward. Besides, there are many other well wishers and benefactors. While some 

members were obliged to leave due to transfer, ill health, and various other reasons, new ones have 

come into take their place. All the members in their own special way contribute to the growth of Su-

Sandesh Kendra. Many of the members are active leaders in the Small Christian Communities, Parish 

Councils, Citizen Peace Committees, etc. the members at present are listed below: 

The Bishop Most Rev. Peter Machado, Sr. Pacifica BS, Mrs. Philomena Dias, Mrs. Esmie 

D’Souza, Mr. George Fernandes, Mrs. Mille Fernandes, Mr. Alfred Britto, Mr. Eric Andrande, Mrs. 

Clarissa Mascarenhas, Mr. Anthony D’Silva, Mrs. Candy D’Silva, Mr. Daryl Dharamdas, Mrs. 

Florin Dharamdas, Mr. Anthonamma Bailey, Lt. Col. Harry Martin, Mr. Roland Sequeira, Miss 

Louisa Doraiswamy, Mr. Deepak Pillay, Mrs. Ezabella Pillay, Mr. John D’Souza, Mrs. Teresa 

D’Souza, Mrs. Noreen monteiro, Mr. Albert Lobo, Mrs. Rachel Lobo, Mr. Bernard D’Cruz, Mr. Felix 

Fernandes, Major. K.M. Matthew. 

New members are inducted into Su-Sandesh Kendra through a special function. The 

Bishop/Administrator welcomes the new-comers by pinning the Su-Sandesh Kendra badge. Similarly, 
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farewell functions too were organized for outgoing members. They are thanked for their selfless 

services. All members join in wishing them well for the future. 

On this special occasion of the 20th anniversary of Su-Sandesh Kendra, we gratefully recall and 

acknowledge the contributions of past members. We wish to place on record our sincere thanks to all 

past members, wherever they are: Sr. Theresa Sebastian FDCC, Sr. Grace Mathew FDCC, Fr. 

Joaquim D‘Mello SJ. Fr. Simon Chemantara SJ, Sr. Bertha Cotta FDCC, Sr. Mary Thomas FDCC, 

Mr. Rudolph Coutinho, Mrs. Anitha Rodricks, Ms. Christine Pereira, Mrs. Shyla Noronha, Mrs. 

Anthonamma Bailey, Mrs, Priscilla Pillay, Mrs. Isabel Pillay, Ms. Monica Selvam and Ms. Annie 

Drago. 

We also thank all those people who, though not a member, worked as volunteers for Su-Sandesh 

Kendra at one time or the other. 

Mode of Functioning 

Su-Sandesh Kendra has evolved a viable system of distributing the workload among the members 

according to their talents and availability. Monthly and quarterly meetings are the main forum for 

decision making, planning, discussing, delegating work, monitoring progress and feedback. At these 

meetings we put our heads together to find answers to various challenges that confront the 

organization. 

Annual meetings provide an opportunity to pause, reflect, and thank God and move forward with 

greater vigour and commitment. These are chaired by the Bishop of Belgaum. The routine and day-to-

day office work is mainly done by Sr. Pacifica, the Coordinator and Mrs. Philomena with the help 

from all the members according to their availability. 

Su-Sandesh Kendra: The Path of Growth 

The report takes up our growth from the year 1998 to 2018. The story of Su-Sandesh Kendra from 

its inception to the year 2005 was given in an earlier report which was prepared and presented on the 

occasion of the annual day. Since then we have had 13 more years of growth. It is time to pause, take 

stock, report, thank God and move forward with greater vigour and purpose, the mission ever before 

us.  

— Sr. Pacifica BS. 

***** 

Activities and Events of Su-Sandesh Kendra (SSK) 
November, 2010—November, 2018 

The goal and aims of Su-Sandesh Kendra are achieved through prayer, planning, persevering, and 

sustained action. This encompasses a wide range of activities and ongoing work. We list below the 

activities of Su-Sandesh Kendra (SSK) for the past 8 years. 

1. Advertising in Newspapers: Advertisements are published specially in Kannada newpaper 

‗Sanyuktha-Karnataka‘, inviting all who want to know more about Jesus Christ. Advertisements are 

usually published once a month. 

2. Conducting free Correspondence Course on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ: In a year 

we used to get about one thousand enquirers through advertisements between 2010-2014; most of 

whom go on to take the correspondence course and come to know and love Jesus. At present the 

numbers dwindle due to communal disturbance: The present Indian scenario speaks for itself. The 

course consist of a series of 8 booklets titled ―Karunamayee Yesu‖. 

a) In Kannada     

 Gnanamalike (a set of 3 booklets)  

 Karunamayee Yesu – Merciful Jesus 
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 Maha Asisha Chaitre (a set of 8 booklets) 

 Hosa Odambadike (New Testament) 

 Muktidata – Saviour 

b) In Englsih                                       

 Meet Christ (a set of 10 booklets)  

 What does it mean to be a Christian? (a set of 4 booklets) 

 The Saviour 

 The Light (a set of 12 booklets) 

c) In Hindi                        

 Khrist Milan (a set of 10 booklets) 

We direct the Marathi students to Pune. And to those below 18 years of age we send the Kannada 

translation of ―God With Us‖, a 64 pages illustrated book on the life of Jesus. This course is offered 

only to those who ask for it. Most of the enquirers are Kannada speaking. Each of these enquirers has 

his/her own powerful saga of how he/she came to know Jesus and His peace. Many of the enquirers 

enthusiastically write to us expressing the joy they experience and the change in their life after 

encountering Jesus. People from all walks of life have taken the correspondence course: students, 

teachers, businessmen, farmers, housewives, prisoners, etc. Su-Sandesh Kendra only sows the seeds, 

God does the rest. Recently a man approached us saying that he saw Jesus Christ in a dream and 

wanted to know more about Him. Since then he has found great peace in his life and has a longing and 

thirst for God. Truly God has chosen to work powerfully through weak people like us. 

Some of the testimonies (translated in English) of our Enquirers are recorded in a separate section 

after this report. Some compose hymns, some write prayers, some of them offer to pray for us. On 

reading these letters one is amazed by the many ways in which the ―Hound of Heaven‖ manages to 

touch, transform and lead people to the true light. 

3. Printing handbills both in English and Kannada and distributing them every year during 

Christmas: to all who come to visit St. Anthony‘s Church and the crib. 

4. Distributing Contact cards: Contact cards are printed giving details of the correspondence course 

and asking anyone who is interested to reply by simply mailing the cards back to Su-Sandesh Kendra. 

5. Placing hoardings in prominent places: we have placed several illuminated hoardings of Su-

Sandesh Kendra in Belagavi city. Through these hoardings we invite enquirers to write to Su-Sandesh 

Kendra and know about Jesus Christ. 

6. Personal contact with people of other Faiths. 

7. Visit to old age homes etc.: We visited Karunalaya and home for the aged during Christmas and 

distributed toilet articles, bath towels and sweet packets. Also members of Su-Sandesh Kendra went 

along with the directress, Sr. Pacifica and conducted sports. Home for ‗Street Children‘ run by 

Salesian Sisters was visited occasionally and refreshments were served after conducting games and 

sports. The money for the programme was raised by Su-Sandesh Kendra members through the fund 

raising campaign. We also visited Lomax Home for the Destitute and gave snacks to the inmates. 

8. Visit to Mission Station: Visited mission stations such as Santibastwad, Madhanbhave and 

Nesargi. It was a wonderful exposure to the members of SSK which afforded a peep into the difficult 

life and inconveniences faced by the villagers. Through such visits we also expressed our solidarity 

with missionaries, working in remote villages. We collected the  children of the village and assembled 

them and briefed them about health and hygiene, making it lively through role plays, action songs, 

dance, etc. we shared some of our material resources with the people. 
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9. Prayer and Recollection Sessions: Since most of the members are lay volunteers, devoting their 

spare time to work for SSK, Sr. Pacifica believes that unless the members are strongly rooted in 

Christ, they cannot communicate Christ effectively. For this purpose it is essential that the members 

have periodic prayer and recollection to renew and rejuvenate their spiritual life. Several recollection 

sessions for members were arranged. The duration of such sessions are typically of a day or half a 

day. The members of SSK by the very nature of work need to be prayerful. Every day and every 

meeting begins with prayer and the reading of the Gospel. Members have a special prayer which is 

recited before and after every meeting. 

10. Input Sessions by ACECI office bearers: ACECI President Rev. Fr. Varghese Paul S.J. and 

other resource persons visited Su-Sandesh Kendra and addressed the members giving suggestions, 

encouragement, guidance etc. 

11. National and Regional level meetings of CEC‘s: The ACECI has periodic national meetings 

involving all CECs. Such meetings facilitate various CECs from different parts of the country to share 

and discuss points of common interest. Su-Sandesh Kendra participated in ACECI General Body 

Meetings as listed below:  

12th ACECI General Body Meeting held at Basilica of Our Lady of Bandel, Kolkotta – 11th to 14th 

Novermber 2008 was represented by Mr. Anthony D‘Silva, Mrs. Candid D‘Silva and Mr. Albert Lobo 

of SSK. 

13th ACECI General Body Meeting held at Chennai, Dhyan Ashram – 21st to 24th February 2011 

was represented by Mr. Anthony D‘Silva, Mrs. Candid D‘Silva, Mr. John D‘Souza, Mr. Albert Lobo 

of SSK. Golden Jubilee of Aruthchudar Channai (The host of CEC) was combined with Silver Jubilee 

of ACECI and celebrated grandly. 

14th ACECI General Body Meeting held at SVD Sadbhavana Masihgarh, Okhla New Delhi, from 

26th to 29th November 2013. Sr. Pacifica, directress SSK and Sr. Esuria represented SSK. 

15th ACECI General Body Meeting held at SVD Sadbhavana Masihgarh, Okhla New Delhi, from 

27th to 31st October 2015 was represented by Sr. Pacifica, directress SSK and Sr. Marie Therese, SSK. 

These national meetings were very enriching and enabled SSK to incorporate innovative ideas and 

activities and also gave impetus to those who attended to usher in creative changes in the way we 

work. 

Regional meetings bring together CECs from the same state or region. These meetings are held to 

review progress and chalk out the way forward. Regional meetings are attended in Bangalore every 

year whenever we are invited. 

―Paul Course‖ for Karnataka Region: 

The higher step in the formation of Formators of Evangelization.  

It was conducted by John the Baptist International School of Evangelization, 

It was held from November 28th to December 12th 2010 at NBCLC Bangalore for 15 full days. 

There were 40 Participants; 2 from the Diocese of Belgaum. Sr. Pacifica BS and Fr. Walter Mendonca 

SVD attended the meeting. 

It is basically meant for those who have already participated in the ―Philip Course‖. One of the 

very effective outcomes of the ―Philip Course‖ was the formation of Lay Evangelizers. It is true that 

the Lay Evangelizers are efficiently effective in parishes. They stand a great and practical witness to 
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faith and Christ, especially in the present situation. They are very much sought after to prepare the 

faithful for good confession and to help them live as better Christians. 

Our Chairman, Bishop Robert Miranda, is convinced, committed and is eager that we do it at the 

earliest but in a very systematically planned way. It was planned with the Diocesan Bishop Rt. Rev. 

Peter Machado and Regional Secretary Rev. Fr. Ronald Cardoza and Diocesan Secretary, Rev. Fr. 

Walter Mondonca SVD. 

12. Putting up Su-Sandesh Kendra Sales Counters and Stalls: The Su-Sandesh Kendra puts up 

stalls every Tuesday evening at St. Anthony‘s church and displays religious articles such as rosaries, 

crucifixes, Bibles in English, Kannada, Marathi and Konkani; prayer books, Bible Diaries etc. 

Occasionally Christmas cards and other greeting cards are exhibited. Our sales are on no profit no loss 

basis. By doing this more importantly we come into contact with our own people and the people of 

other Faith who are interested to know more about Christian faith and the life of Jesus. We organize 

sales in other parishes during their parish feasts namely Divine Mercy, Hunchenahatti, Fatima 

Cathedral Belgaum, St. John the Baptist Church Ganeshpur, Immaculate Conception Church, Camp 

etc. During retreats at Khanapur and at Cathedral, we had put up stalls. Since the establishment of 

these stalls, Su-Sandesh Kendra has got wider publicity and we are now known better in our 

community, whose collaboration and patronage we need in our work of evangelization. 

Due to this wide exposure and ideal location on the Khanapur Road Su-Sandesh Kendra has many 

visitors interested to join as members of Su-Sandesh Kendra. People walk in with personal problems 

or with an intense desire to know Jesus. Most of them are in need of guidance and counseling. Sr. 

Pacifica, Mrs. Philomena Dias and Rev. Fr. Arthur Pius are available to attend to their needs and 

provide them solace and comfort. 

13. Christmas Celebration: Every year Su-Sandesh Kendra joyously celebrates Christmas by having 

get-together and singing Christmas carols. The Christmas festival has ushered in peace, colours, 

illumination, and light around. Its festive atmosphere is filled with carol singing, greeting cards, stars,  

bells, symbols of Christmas reminding the birth of Jesus who is the center of Christmas. During the 

Christmas season we put up a beautiful crib at the entrance of Su-Sandesh Kendra and every year the 

Christmas function starts with lighting of the candles at the crib by our Bishop Peter Machado. 

We have the Bible service and prayer and the Bishop gives the Christmas message and reflections. 

The group participates in carol singing and praying for various intentions, followed by the Blessing of 

the Bishop. We put up a huge star in front of Su-Sandesh Kendra facing the main road. Many of the 

passers-by bow before the crib with folded hands, take a good look at the Babe and the manger before 

they go on. We also put up Christmas hoardings in front of Su-Sandesh Kendra facing the road and 

illuminate the entire campus of SSK well ahead of Christmas and continue this illumination till the 

New year until the feast of Epiphany. 

14. The Annual Day: Every year in March or April the annual day is conducted in SSK. Mass is 

celebrated either in SSK or at St. Anthony‘s Church, to spread the awareness of SSK and its 

evangelization mission. The Bishop is the main celebrant and other Priests concelebrate at the Holy 

Eucharist. The SSK members take active part in singing, reading, leading the offertory procession, 

making spontaneous intentions and in the thanksgiving after Mass. 

The annual day celebration was fabulous and the Mass was vibrant with the members‘ active 

participation. Parish Priests of city parishes have been very supportive of SSK. However their help is 

limited as they are fully involved in their Parish duties. After the Mass there is hearty recreation and 

good interaction with all the members as they are served tea and snacks and all take part in it. After 

which the members disperse with joy and happiness in their hearts giving glory to God for His 

bountiful blessings. 
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15. Collaboration between Su-Sandesh Kendra and the Bishop: All day to day expenses of the 

SSK are borne by the Diocese. The Bishop is the patron and guide of the Centre. Whenever possible 

we invite the Bishop to our meetings. In spite of his busy schedule the Bishop had made it a point to 

attend some of the meetings. SSK sends reports regularly to the Bishop‘s House and so the Bishop is 

fully updated and aware of our activities. 

16. Reading room and library: Su-Sandesh Kendra maintains a library and reading room for the 

benefit of anyone who wishes to use it. In the library Catholic Publications, religious books and a 

number of periodicals are displayed. Through this library we have received a few enquirers too. On 

the whole not many people use this service. 

17. Counselling: Due to this wide exposure and the ideal location on the Khanapur road the SSK has 

many visitors interested to join as the members of SSK. People walk in with personal problems or 

with an intense desire to know Jesus. Most of them are in need of guidance and counseling. Sister 

Pacifica is available to attend to their needs. 

18. Family Counselling: Sometimes parents with their children come in and relate their problems or 

share their family tensions with us. We listen to them attentively as they go on narrating their conflicts 

in relationships, adjustment problems with children and parents, lack of concentration in studies, 

involvement in unhealthy friendships, suicidal tendencies because of failure in studies or depression. 

Sr. Pacifica coordinator, or Miss. Philomena Dias are available to attend to their needs and provide 

them solace and comfort. They are cordially welcomed whenever they approach us. SSK has 27 active 

members representing different parishes of Belgaum city. There is regular contact with all the parishes 

and parishioners. The Lord has bestowed on the laity various gifts and talents and they are always 

ready and willing to work for the promotion CEC ministry. I do wish to express my sincere thanks to 

all the members and appreciate them for their wonderful self-sacrificing service which they render at 

all time for the establishment of the reign of God here on earth. Our services are extended to the 

remote mission stations of the Diocese through contact cards and contact programmes. It has helped 

the people of other Faiths to grow in intimacy with Christ, love for the Church and has filled them 

with joy to work all the more with zeal and dedication to spread the Faith. The timely guidance and 

monetary help of our Bishop is the prime mover. It is the dedication and enthusiasm of the members 

which propels SSK to forge ahead with hope. They are our strength. We have evolved a viable system 

of distributing work according to the gifts and availability of the members who are ever willing to 

shoulder the responsibility cheerfully. 

—Sr. Pacifica BS. 
 
 
 
 

***** 
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We make Lord Jesus Christ and the  

Holy Bible known through: 

Free Postal Bible Correspondence Courses in 13 languages of India. 

The following Courses are available in our Delhi Centre: 

Course 1 : God with Us  (English / Hindi) 

Course 2 : Meet Christ  (English / Hindi) 

Course 3 : Who is Jesus Christ  (English) 

Course 4 : St. Luke‘s Gospel  (English / Hindi) 

Course 5 : The Acts of the Apostles  (English / Hindi) 

Course 6 : Introduction to Holy Bible  (English / Hindi) 

Course 7 : Why and How to Pray  (English) 

Course 8 : The Way that is Life  (English / Hindi) 

Course 9 : What Does It Mean to be a Christian  (English / Hindi) 

Our Contact Address: 

DIVYA  DEEPTI  

ACECI National Office,  
10, Bhai Vir Singh Marg, New Delhi–110001.  

Phone: 011-23361264. 
E-mails: divyadeepti2010@gmail.com, acecidelhi@rediffmail.com, 

Website: www.knowlordjesus.org 

 

mailto:acecidelhi@rediffmail.com
http://www.knowlordjesus.org/
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16th ACECI General Body Meeting,  

Bangalore- July 2017 

SPONSORED BY : 

1. Catholic Archdiocese of Bangalore 

2. ACECI National Office, New Delhi 

3. Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bangalore 

4. Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bandra 

5. Catholic Enquiry Centre, Pune 

6. Other participating CECs 

We gratefully acknowledge and thank the contributors for supporting the 

16th ACECI General Body Meeting. 

 

Fr. Varghese Paul SJ. Fr. Varghese N. SVD 

    President         Secretary 

 

 

     


