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“SEEKERS
SHALL FIND”

Jesus Said:
 “Ask and you will receive; seek and you will

find; knock and the door will be opened to you.

For  everyone  who asks, receives; whoever

seeks, finds; and the door will be opened to

anyone who knocks” (Mt. 7/7-9)
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ACECI Silver Jubilee Annual Report 2008 - 2010
Introduction and the Cover Picture:

Fr. Ted. Bowling has prepared and published 43 Annual Reports
about Catholic Enquiry Centre ministry in India, mostly every year,
except the last one which was for a period of two years. And it was
released at Bandel during the 12th General Body Meeting. We are
grateful to Fr. Bowling for collecting and publishing the enormous
work done all over the country, especially with regard to Bible
Correspondence Courses. These are only glimpses of work being
done by the Catholic Enquiry Centres. It is impossible to give an
exact account of the ministries of 52 Catholic Enquiry Centres in
India with a variety of ministries. However, it gives us an insight
into the efforts made to sow the seeds of the Word.  The farmer
goes and sows but he does not know how they spout and grow and
bring a harvest. It is the Holy Spirit of God who brings
transformation and growth into every seed that is put on the soil.
Therefore let us go on sowing, never to stop because God will
make every seed on right soil to grow towards a harvest. Let us
believe in the transforming influence of the seeds of the Word on
every person who comes across it, and so continue to sow the seeds
of  God’s word “in season and out of season”.

The Cover picture: The Sacred Heart of Jesus, the source of Divine
Love  and the 62 participants of the 12th ACECI National General
Body Meeting at Bandel Basilica of Our Lady of Voyage, Kolkata.

Now I invite your to take a look at the rest of the pages. I am sure
they will enrich and inspire your evangelical spirit.

Thank you.

Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD,
Secretary & Executive Secretary, ACECI
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N.1040/11                                                                    24 January 2011

MESSAGE  FROM APOSTOLIC NUNCIO

Dear Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD,

I am delighted to know that you are celebrating the Silver Jubilee of
the Association of the Catholic Enquiry Centers - India (ACECI),
during the 13th Biennial National General Body Meeting of ACECI
on the 24th February 2011, at Chennai. I am happy to know that
you plan to bring out a Souvenir to commemorate the twenty-five
relevant, memorable and meaningful years of dedicated service to
humanity in India through the 52 Catholic Enquiry Centers spread
out in different parts of the country.

The special ministry of teaching the Gospel through the CEC,
started by Fr. Peter Sontag SJ in 1948, continued by Fr. Ted.
Bowling SJ, has grown over the years to continue the vision and
mission through the Bible Correspondence Courses and through
various other ways to spread the love of God and His message.
His Holiness Pope Paul VI said that,  "the Church exists to
evangelize, that is to say, to preach and teach, to be the channel of
the gift of grace, to reconcile sinners with God." Continuing on
the same theme, Pope Benedict XVI reminds us of the great
responsibility entrusted to every one of us. We not only proclaim
the Good News, but also give adequate and necessary information
to bring about a transformation in the lives of the people. So Pope
Benedict XVI said that "the missionary task is not to bring

50 C. Niti Marg Chanakyapuri
New Delhi-110 021

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
IN INDIA

Most Rev. Archbishop
Salvatore Pennacchio
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about revolution in the world but to transfigure it, drawing
power from Jesus Christ, who convokes us at the table of his
Word and Eucharist to taste the gift of his presence, to form
ourselves in his school and to live more and more consciously
united to him, Master and Lord." (Benedict XVI, special Assembly
for the Middle East of the Synod of Bishops, 24th October
2010). You have been blessed to carry out this important task
through the many Enquiry Centers.

I congratulate you, Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD, Fr. Varghese
Paul SJ, the President of ACECI, all the members of the ACECI
National, Regional and Local offices for the dedicated service you
render to the Church and to the human community. May the good
work you are engaged be carried on for years to come. May God
continue to bless you and your ministry with knowledge, love and
service.

My prayers and blessings are with you. In conveying the Apostolic
Blessings of His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI, I remain

Yours  Sincerely in Christ,

Archbishop Salvatore Pennacchio
Apostolic Nuncio.

We Thank You:

We thank all CEC Directors, Staff Members, Associate Members and
Donors & Benefactors, Past & Present, who have contributed

generously to CEC Ministry of
  Sharing the Good News by their dedicated service, fervent prayers

and generous contributions  - ACECI Governing Body
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ARCHBISHOP’S HOUSE
21, Nathalal Parekh Marg

Mumbai - 400 001

January 3rd, 2011

MESSAGE

The Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres-India (ACECI)
has completed Twenty-Five year of Evangelical ministry of
sharing the Good News with brothers and sisters of all faiths.
The Jubilee celebrations will be held at Channai on February
24th, 2011 during the National General Body Meeting of ACECI.

Prior to the establishment of the Association of Catholic
Enquiry  Centres-India (ACECI), the ministry of teaching the Gos-
pel was begun by the late Fr. Peter Sontag, sj in 1948 and then
carried out by Fr. Ted Bowling, sj.  Today there are more  than 52
Catholic Enquiry Centres in India, sharing the Good News in vari-
ous ways.

While I wish you hearty congratulations on this occasion, I pray
that you all may continue to preach God’s Word ceaselessly and
that His Word may bear fruit thirty fold, sixty fold and hundred
fold.

I also wish you warm greetings for the New Year- 2011.

His Eminence
Oswald Cardinal Gracias

Archbishop of Bombay
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VARKEY CARDINAL VITHAYATHIL
MAJOR ARCHBISHOP

OF ERNAKULAM - ANGAMALY
Major Archbishop’s House

Post Box No. 2580, Cochin 682 031,
Kerala, INDIA.

February 2, 2011

MESSAGE

I am glad to learn that the Association of Catholic Enquiry
Centres–India (ACECI) is publishing a Souvenir in connection
with the Silver Jubilee of its foundation. Gladly do I wish it all
success.

I understand that ACECI, the National net-work of Bible Home
Study Centres through Postal Correspondence Courses and
other ways of Bible sharing, tries to be a help and guide for
those seekers who enquire to know more about Lord Jesus
Christ and the teaching of the Bible. I wish and pray that
ACECI true to its mission is able to bring Jesus and his message
to all the people of India.  May almighty God bless ACECI
and lead it to success in all its endeavours.

Wishing this Souvenir all success,

+ Varkey Cardinal  Vithayathil
Major Archbishop of  the Syro-Malabar Church

 His Eminence
Varkey Cardinal  Vithayathil
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Ref. No. AD/0022/2011 25 January 2011

Rev. Fr. Varghese Paul, SJ
President, ACECI
ACECI National Office
10, Bhai Vir Sing Marg
New Delhi 110 001

MESSAGE

Dear Fr. Varghese,

Congratulations to you and to all your collaborators on the Silver Jubilee of ACECI,

While thanking God for the vision and mission of the pioneers we also appreciate

the commitment of all those who deal with the enquirers with patience, love and

care. May their sustained and zealous work bear abundant fruit in bringing the joy

of the Good News they share among all those whom the Lord calls. They need your

constant support and encouragement.

With kind regards and God bless,

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Vincent M. Concessao

ARCHBISHOP OF DELHI

Most Rev.

Vincent M. Concessao

Archbishop’s House,
1, Ashok Place

New Delhi-110 001 (India)
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MESSAGE

ARCHBISHOP’S HOUSE
P.B. No 2, 75, Miller’s Road

Benson Town,Bangalore - 560 046
Karnataka, INDIA

Most Rev. Bernard Moras

AB/ADC9B/GEN11/1808/11 January 24, 2011

Rev. Fr. Varghese Paul
President,
Association of the
Catholic Enquiry Centre - India
ACECI National Office
10, Bhai Vir Singh Marg
New Delhi  110 001

Dear Fr. Varghese Paul,

Warm greetings and prayerful wishes from all of us at the
Archdiocese of Bangalore…

With great joy and immense thanksgiving, I wish to
congratulate the Association of the Catholic Enquiry
Centres of India (ACECI), on the auspicious occasion of
the Silver Jubilee of its  formation.   It is commendable
indeed, that 52 Centres from various dioceses of our country
are so deeply involved in the precious Mission of
Evangelization, proclaiming and teaching the Gospel of Our
Lord Jesus Christ.

We live in a time, where the hunger for the life-giving Word
of God, has only increased like a force, especially among
our brothers and sisters who are yet to know Christ Jesus! 
The living water is in ardent need especially among those
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who have been formed in other faiths…  And so, the efforts
of this “Union of Evangelists” from across the States, engaged
in reaching out, since the last 60 years or more, directly
fulfill ing the Mission of the Catholic Church in
“PROCLAIMING” Christ Jesus, ought to be duly encouraged
and progressed.
 
It is indeed a blessing that this Mission is adequately
supported by our Laity, our Co-Workers, who with their
untiring participation, have opened themselves as channels
to ensure that Jesus Christ flows to all. I rejoice to learn that
the education on Jesus Christ reaches out to those who “ask,
seek and knock” for Him, in 12 languages through the Free
Correspondence Course material.
 
May our God pour out His Holy Spirit in every endeavor of
the different Centres, so that they may further enrich and
enliven His divine presence, in the way of His Kingdom
 
With my best wishes for a successful, fruitful and richly
blessed 13th Biennial National General Body Meeting of
the ACECI at Chennai…

Yours in Christ,

+ Bernard Moras,

Visit Our Websites:

01. ACECI,  New Delhi:          www.knowlordjesus.org  (English)
02. CISS, Ahmedabad:            www.biblegujarat.org      (English &

Gujarati)
03. Subh Sandesh Kendra

Mumbai:                              www.knowjesus.in           (English)
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25. 01. 2011

MESSAGE

ACECI NATIONAL  OFFICE
Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres – India
10, Bhai Vir Singh Marg,
New Delhi – 110 001

Dear Friends,
I am happy to learn that you are bringing out a special issue of ACECI
Silver Jubilee  Annual Report. I hope that will help many more people
to share the Good News with others as you have been instrumental in
doing so for the last 25 years.

In the first place I congratulate you for the apostolate of sharing the
Good News in the past. I am certainly glad to be able to send you a short
message for this souvenir. The proposed Annual Report will help us
and all the readers to contribute our share in this apostolate. As Christians
we have received the command to preach the Good News. The Catholic
Enquiry Centres have been acting as the leaven without much fanfare
but at the same time effectively inspiring and helping sincere seekers of
truth to acquire it.

I wish and pray that this apostolate may continue with even greater
vigour and success so that many more may be enlightened and reach the
truth that leads to life.

Congratulating you on this happy occasion,

Yours Sincerely,

+ Thomas Menamparampil

ARCHBISHOP’S HOUSE,

Box 100,
Guwahati – 781 001,

Asom, IndiaMost Rev.
Thomas  Menamparampil SDB
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CATHOLIC DIOCESAN
SOCIETY OF UDAIPUR

Bishop’s House ‘Khristanjali’,
1-Alipura, Udaipur-313 001 Rajasthan

Rt. Rev. Joseph Pathalil

MESSAGE

I am happy to know that the A C E C I—is celebrating the Silver Jublee of its
foundation and thereby its ministry of Evangelization among our non-Christian
brothers and sisters in our country. Of course, the Correspondence Course
conducted by ACECI itself is much older than the organization. From the initial
one-room Equiry Centre in De Nobili College, Pune, it has grown to a chain of
Enquiry Centres, now co-ordinated by the ACECI. I take the opportunity to
offer you my Congratulations and my prayers for a yet more fruitful growth to
its Golden days!

As you celebrate this jublee, I cannot but reminisce the days when the first
Enquiry Centre in the country was a room in De Nobili College and I was a
seminarian in the Papal Seminary. The only other Centre then was in Pune City
which worked in collaboration with Fr. Sontag’s Centre. Fr. Sontag was an old
man then and grooming his fellow countryman and fellow-Jesuit, Fr. Ted Bowling,
for the great work he had started when he was retired from active service. Since
I had joined a small group of seminarians interested in doing some kind of
apostolate during the period of formation, Fr. Sontag’s Letters came handy.
That is how I came in contact with  the grand old Founder of Enquiry Centres in
India. Fr. Ted Bowling, of course, was my professor in my pre-philosophy and
1st Year. I learnt much from both these Jesuits as well as experienced the power
of the written word in the area of evangelization. It is the best approach
especially suited to the Nicodemuses of our country, who are many more
numerous than we think, as is evident from the number of enquiries our Centres
handle every year. All the enquirers may not take the final plunge in accepting
baptism and communion with the visible Church. But all of them will gain
knowledge of the Lord and at least a good many of them would be “Khrist
Bhaktas,” and followers of Jesus.

This is my fervent prayer and wish for the ACECI and all its affiliates. God bless
you.

UDAIPUR

04.01.’11
JOSEPH PATHALIL
Bishop of  Udaipur
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25 January, 2011

MESSAGE

I am delighted to know that the Association of Catholic

Enquiry Centres is celebrating the Silver Jubilee of its

foundation. It was the command of Christ to go into the

whole world and proclaim the Good News to all people.

Proclamation is to embrace all channels. The medium of

correspondence gives freedom to the individuals to seek the

truth at their own time and convenience. Jesus has said, “seek

and you shall find” (Lk 11/9). It is also the Lord who inspires

people to seek. In this context, it is praiseworthy to have

many Centres in different geographical areas and language

sectors in order to cater to the needs of the truth-seekers.

The Association of Enquiry Centres gives a forum for sharing

the experiences of these Centres and to find inspiration to

replicate success stories. May God bless all your efforts to

proclaim the Good News.

+

Bishop  Chacko Thottumarickal SVD

Rt. Rev.
Chacko T.J. SVD

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF INDORE

BISHOP’S HOUSE,
P.O. BOX 168, 10 OLD SEHORE ROAD,

INDORE 452 001, M.P., INDIA
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MESSAGE

Dear Father Varghese,

I am happy to know that you are bringing out a souvenir,on
the occasion of 25 years of ACECI's dedicated service to the
"Missio Ad Gentes".  I wish to thank the Lord of the Harvest;
for inspiring the Founders of the CEC in India and guiding
its pioneers during this quarter century.

I take this opportunity to offer my hearty felicitations to
all those involved in this "Opera Maxima" of the Church. In
obedience to the Risen Lord's command, CEC never ceases
to proclaim the Gospel to the non-Christians. As Pope John
Paul II affirms in NMI, the Missionary mandate of the Risen
Lord accompanies us into the third millennium and urges
us to share the same enthusiasm of the very first Christians
like Peter, John and Paul. The efforts, undertakings of the
CECs to spread the Good News through Bible and religious
literatures are very laudable.

As National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies, I
am closely associated with your Centres to support the work
of Evangelization. Evangelization consists in living our faith
in Jesus, our Lord in such a way that it becomes deeply
attractive to others and tells others what we believe. Those
who have come in contact with the Gospel cannot keep it
merely for themselves and they must share it with others.

Msgr. Siluvai Ignaci

PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES
Post Box No. 4216, 10, Ulsoor Road,

Bangalore -560 042, Karnataka,
South India
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I place on record my appreciation and gratitude to all
those pioneers who started the Catholic Enquiry Centres in
India and to all those who render selfless service in CEC.
May the Good Lord reward them for their commitment to
this noble cause of Evangelization.

Let us all be open to the power of the Holy Spirit who is
and remains the principal agent of evangelization. Let us go
forward with hope to bring the Good News of hope and
salvation to the hearts of our people. It is my wish and
prayer.

In Missionary Union,

Siluvai Ignaci
(National Director, Pontifical Mission Societies, India)

Support ACECI  To Share the Good News
Come, let us join hands, minds and hearts to share the Good
News to all those who want to know Lord Jesus and His
message. Your Support can be: by Starting a new CEC or
supporting any one CEC, or by praying & contributing to CEC
ministry as an Associate Member or as a Donor.

 For more Details Contact :

ACECI National Office,
10 Bhai Vir Singh Marg, New Delhi-110 001.

Phone:011-23361264;

E-mail> aceci@rediffmail.com, aceci.nationaloffice@gmail.com
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December 28, 2010

MESSAGEMESSAGEMESSAGEMESSAGEMESSAGE

I am happy to hear that ACECI, National Office is bringing out a
Souvenir on the occasion of its completing twenty five years of Evan-
gelical Ministry of sharing the Good News with our brothers and
sisters of all faiths.  No doubt it has done a commendable job in
making  Christ known through different centers all over India.  I
congratulate the whole team particularly Rev. Fr. Varghese Paul SJ,
the President, ACECI and Rev. Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD,
Secretary & Executive Secretary, ACECI for the hard work put in,
collaborating with various centers in India.

We are glad that our Centers like Masih Viday Bhavan, Indore as
well as Shanti Sandesh, Udaipur are part of this mission.  Both cen-
ters are serving people of Madhya Pradesh as well as Rajasthan re-
spectively.

On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee, my prayer is that, may many
more people come to know Christ and may His message of peace
and love be shared among the people.

Yours in the Divine Word,

Fr. Nicholas Martis SVD
Provincial Superior, INC

Rev. Fr. Nicholas Martis SVD

SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD

SVD Central Indian Province INC
St. Arnold’s Seva Sadan,

Post Box. 106, Indore - 452 001
M. P.  INDIA 
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MESSAGE

What we have seen and heard we announce to you also so that you will
join with us in the fellowship that we have with the Father and with his
Son Jesus Christ; we write to you in order that our joy may be complete
(1 Jn. 1/4). These words of  St. John articulate very well the experience
and the goal of  the Catholic Enquiry Centres in India.

ACECI has been an effective evangelical venture to share with our non-
Christian brothers and sisters the Good News of  Christ, what we have
seen and experienced. I am indeed happy to know that the Association
of  Catholic Enquiry Centres in India has completed twenty-five years
of  very significant service in the Church of  India. It is an eloquent
testimony of  the pioneering and farsighted vision of  its founding
fathers, late Fr. Peter Sontag, S.J. and the dedicated service of   Fr. Ted
Bowling, S.J. and so many other collaborators around the country. You
have been a lighted lamp spreading light to so many. I join you in thanking
the good Lord for the wonderful harvest of  the past 25 years. The
Almighty has done great things for the Church in India through your
dedicated service.

The Holy Father has recently encouraged us to make better and more
effective use of  the electronic media in taking the message of  Christ to
the frontiers and the un-reached. In our globalized and rapidly
changing world of  instant communication, I am sure that ACECI will
increasingly feel the need of  using other means of  reaching the
millions waiting for the Good News. May the Lord continue to lead
and guide ACECI in the days ahead.

Fr. Jose Changanacherry S.J.
Provincial

THE  GUJARAT  PROVINCE  OF
THE  SOCIETY  OF  JESUS

Newman Hall (Premal Jyoti),
P.B.4002, Ahmedabad 380 009, India

Rev. Fr. Jose
Changanacherry S.J.
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MESSAGE

ACECI - Congratulations!
My Hearty Congratulation to Fr. Varghese Paul, the president of ACECI and to
many other hands and hearts that have worked hard to make the ACECI, what it is
today, as it celebrates its 25 years of evangelical service to humanity for God.  I also
acknowledge and appreciate the marvellous mission being carried out by more than
52 centres of ACECI in different parts of our country. In this fast changing material-
istic society, people carry heavy burdens of their stress and brokenness. Many seek
solace and consolation in drugs, psychiatrists or even end the struggle with act of
suicide. They do not know that the best and easiest way to handle the situation is to
go to the Lord, for many have not heard the invitation of the Lord "come to me all of
you". As the ACECI celebrates the 25 years of its service, it is also the time to
re-emphasize the fact that the these centres are the life-giving source to thousands
of our brothers and sisters of other faith  as well as to Christians themselves.

We, the Daughters of St. Paul feel privileged to be associated with the Catholic
enquiry centre, Bangalore since 1977 to proclaim the Gospel especially to the people
who are searching for the true faith. Our sisters who are actively involved in this
mission experience the depth and richness of this mission and are very happy to be
a part of this association. It is a lived experience of the Pauline calling; "Live and
give Christ to the people of our time". It is the extension of the Pauline mission;
'Give wings and feet to the Gospel that it may travel far and wide through the media.

The publications, brochures, music albums, films etc that are made available speaks
volumes about Jesus and His message. The correspondence course which is the
highlight of this centre attracts thousands for further deepening of their knowl-
edge and faith. The social activities like prison ministry, hospital ministry etc ex-
press clearly the compassionate heart of Jesus. Yes, the ACECI aims at and work
towards bringing the whole Christ to the whole human being.

May God bless each one of you who are directly involved in this noble mission
with the burning zeal of St. Paul and the passionate love of Jesus to make known
the Father's love to the ends of the world!

Yours in Christ Jesus,
Sr. Ancy John Vallayil

PROVINCIAL
Daughters St. Paul

Mumbai

Rev. Sr. Ancy
John Vallayil

15th January, 2011
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MESSAGE

Dear Rev. Fr. Varghese Paul,

I feel very happy to send this message on the occasion of the silver
jubilee of the ACECI.

The ACECI has taken as its supreme duty to proclaim Christ to the
ordinary people through the correspondence course in vari-
ous languages, in India. As our sisters are involved in this minis-
try for more than 30 years, in "Arutchudar" at Chennai, I feel grate-
ful to God and to the Catholic Enquiry Center, for this opportunity
given to us to share in the mission of Jesus. I personally place my
record of thanks for helping me to realize my own call to be a
missionary.

"No believer in Christ, no institution of the church can avoid this
supreme duty to proclaim Christ to all peoples"(RM, 1-3).

St. Paul was a man on fire. In spite of imprisonment and life -
threats, Paul travelled thousands of miles, wrote letters, formed
communities and animated their various activities. Paul was fully
convinced of his vocation to preach the Gospel of Christ. May
his passion for the work of proclamation of the Gospel, and his
commitment, as a spontaneous response to God's never failing
love, be the source of inspiration and strength to all those who are
committed to this ministry through the Catholic Enquiry Center. My
sincere congratulations for the work accomplished.

Sr. Kanikai Mary PDDM.
Provincial Bengalore

Rev. Sr. Kanikai
Mary PDDM

PROVINCIAL
Sister Disciples of
the Divine Master,

Bangalore
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MESSAGEMESSAGEMESSAGEMESSAGEMESSAGE

Dear Fr. Varghese Paul SJ,Dear Fr. Varghese Paul SJ,Dear Fr. Varghese Paul SJ,Dear Fr. Varghese Paul SJ,Dear Fr. Varghese Paul SJ,

On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee Celebration

of ACECI, I extend Congratulations for the years

of service to proclaim the Word of God especially

to the people of other faiths.

We, the Missionary Sisters, Servants of the Holy

Spirit are deeply grateful to have been given the

opportunity to join this mission in a small way.

Yes, more than what we could give, we are

privileged to be part of this great ministry of

spreading the Good News.

On behalf of the Congregation I congratulate and

thank you

Sr. Elsie K. Varghese SSpS
Provincial Leader - INC

Rev. Sr. Elsie K.Rev. Sr. Elsie K.Rev. Sr. Elsie K.Rev. Sr. Elsie K.Rev. Sr. Elsie K.
Varghese SSpS,Varghese SSpS,Varghese SSpS,Varghese SSpS,Varghese SSpS,

HOLY SPIRIT CONVENT,HOLY SPIRIT CONVENT,HOLY SPIRIT CONVENT,HOLY SPIRIT CONVENT,HOLY SPIRIT CONVENT,

Post Box No 538,
Indore-452 001, M.P.

07 February, 2011



22

 Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres - India : Silver Jubilee

MESSAGE

Dear Rev. Fr. Varghese Paul,

It gives me a great joy to hear that the Association of the Catholic Enquiry
Centers-India is celebrating the silver jubilee of its completion of the Lord's
Mission of sharing the good news in various ways especially through the corre-
spondence courses with our brothers & sisters of all faith in India and in
abroad. When I was the president of ACECI, I remember the struggles and
difficulties which Fr. Ted Bowling S.J and myself have gone through to
promote this ministry in various dioceses at national level. I can proudly say that
this is the only Association which promotes Evangelical work through
correspondence course in more than twelve languages keeping united all the
52 Catholic Enquiry Centers in India today. ACECI has given importance to
evangelize individuals who never or rarely hear the word of God in the remote
villages in India. During this silver Jubilee year, Let us renew ourselves and
take seriously that the new Evangelization is our mission for the coming period.
The time has come to affirm the catholic faith in a powerful manner in India.
In the coming next decade, India will become a developed nation by producing
many millionaires. But other side of India, it will be sad to see 40% of poor
people who will go to bed without having single meal a day. In this situation the
Church has to tell the world that something could only come from Christ. I wish
and pray that many more dioceses will understand the importance of the mission
of ACECI and will help in opening a center in their respective dioceses. It is my
personal experience that I would like to share with all the members and
co-workers of the ACEC-I that evangelization takes time, efforts and sometimes
pain but "DO NOT BE AFRAID". We are sharing in the Christ's suffering and
paradoxically find comfort and redemption. My prayers and wishes to all office
bearers and members of this Association. May Our Risen Lord bless all our
efforts in this Jubilee year.

 Thanking you,

 In the service of the Lord
 (Fr. B.Anthony)

Rev. Fr. B.Anthony

January 22, 2011.

 

Res: 044- 27976460   

 Off: 044- 2536 2697

 
Cell: +9841176623

 

E-mail: tony26458@yahoo.co.in

 

(ARCHDIOCESE OF MADRAS – MYLAPORE)

 

ARUTCHUDAR, 1ST  FLOOR,110, ARMENIAN STREET, CHENNAI – 600 001. INDIA

 

REV.FR.B.ANTHONY

               CHAPLAIN

 
PARISH PRIEST, OUR LADY OF GLORY SHRINE, PULICAT – 601 205.
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SILVER AND GOLDEN BELLS! !SILVER AND GOLDEN BELLS! !SILVER AND GOLDEN BELLS! !SILVER AND GOLDEN BELLS! !SILVER AND GOLDEN BELLS! !

Silver or Golden Jubilees are occasions for a celebration  whether they Silver or Golden Jubilees are occasions for a celebration  whether they Silver or Golden Jubilees are occasions for a celebration  whether they Silver or Golden Jubilees are occasions for a celebration  whether they Silver or Golden Jubilees are occasions for a celebration  whether they bebebebebe
for a marriage or a priestly ordination, or an evangelical organizationfor a marriage or a priestly ordination, or an evangelical organizationfor a marriage or a priestly ordination, or an evangelical organizationfor a marriage or a priestly ordination, or an evangelical organizationfor a marriage or a priestly ordination, or an evangelical organization such such such such such
as the Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres - India or Arutchudar,as the Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres - India or Arutchudar,as the Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres - India or Arutchudar,as the Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres - India or Arutchudar,as the Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres - India or Arutchudar,
Chennai. The origin of Arutchudar goes back a long way. In the first surveyChennai. The origin of Arutchudar goes back a long way. In the first surveyChennai. The origin of Arutchudar goes back a long way. In the first surveyChennai. The origin of Arutchudar goes back a long way. In the first surveyChennai. The origin of Arutchudar goes back a long way. In the first survey
of correspondence course work in India made in 1959, I found the name ofof correspondence course work in India made in 1959, I found the name ofof correspondence course work in India made in 1959, I found the name ofof correspondence course work in India made in 1959, I found the name ofof correspondence course work in India made in 1959, I found the name of
Rt. Rev. Arulappa who as Chancellor of the Madras - Mylapore ArchdioceseRt. Rev. Arulappa who as Chancellor of the Madras - Mylapore ArchdioceseRt. Rev. Arulappa who as Chancellor of the Madras - Mylapore ArchdioceseRt. Rev. Arulappa who as Chancellor of the Madras - Mylapore ArchdioceseRt. Rev. Arulappa who as Chancellor of the Madras - Mylapore Archdiocese
at that time, had written, published, and sent some of his 50 booklets toat that time, had written, published, and sent some of his 50 booklets toat that time, had written, published, and sent some of his 50 booklets toat that time, had written, published, and sent some of his 50 booklets toat that time, had written, published, and sent some of his 50 booklets to
110 enquirers either in Tamil or Telugu. Two years later I had written in110 enquirers either in Tamil or Telugu. Two years later I had written in110 enquirers either in Tamil or Telugu. Two years later I had written in110 enquirers either in Tamil or Telugu. Two years later I had written in110 enquirers either in Tamil or Telugu. Two years later I had written in
the 21 March, 1961 IHS New Letter that directors of other correspondencethe 21 March, 1961 IHS New Letter that directors of other correspondencethe 21 March, 1961 IHS New Letter that directors of other correspondencethe 21 March, 1961 IHS New Letter that directors of other correspondencethe 21 March, 1961 IHS New Letter that directors of other correspondence
course centres in India could procure these Tamil / Telugu booklets bycourse centres in India could procure these Tamil / Telugu booklets bycourse centres in India could procure these Tamil / Telugu booklets bycourse centres in India could procure these Tamil / Telugu booklets bycourse centres in India could procure these Tamil / Telugu booklets by
simply writing to Miss W. Douglas, simply writing to Miss W. Douglas, simply writing to Miss W. Douglas, simply writing to Miss W. Douglas, simply writing to Miss W. Douglas, Catholic Information Centre, CatholicCatholic Information Centre, CatholicCatholic Information Centre, CatholicCatholic Information Centre, CatholicCatholic Information Centre, Catholic
Centre, Armenian Street, MadrasCentre, Armenian Street, MadrasCentre, Armenian Street, MadrasCentre, Armenian Street, MadrasCentre, Armenian Street, Madras 1.  Yes, indeed, 50 years of age!  In 1964 1.  Yes, indeed, 50 years of age!  In 1964 1.  Yes, indeed, 50 years of age!  In 1964 1.  Yes, indeed, 50 years of age!  In 1964 1.  Yes, indeed, 50 years of age!  In 1964
during the year of the International Eucharistic Congress in Bombay, Msgr.during the year of the International Eucharistic Congress in Bombay, Msgr.during the year of the International Eucharistic Congress in Bombay, Msgr.during the year of the International Eucharistic Congress in Bombay, Msgr.during the year of the International Eucharistic Congress in Bombay, Msgr.
Arulappa came to the First National Meeting of Enquiry Centre directorsArulappa came to the First National Meeting of Enquiry Centre directorsArulappa came to the First National Meeting of Enquiry Centre directorsArulappa came to the First National Meeting of Enquiry Centre directorsArulappa came to the First National Meeting of Enquiry Centre directors
to give his report on the to give his report on the to give his report on the to give his report on the to give his report on the newly opened centre in Madras. Four years laternewly opened centre in Madras. Four years laternewly opened centre in Madras. Four years laternewly opened centre in Madras. Four years laternewly opened centre in Madras. Four years later
Msgr. Arulappa becameMsgr. Arulappa becameMsgr. Arulappa becameMsgr. Arulappa becameMsgr. Arulappa became     the the the the the Archbishop of MadrasArchbishop of MadrasArchbishop of MadrasArchbishop of MadrasArchbishop of Madras     -----     Mylapore ArchdioceseMylapore ArchdioceseMylapore ArchdioceseMylapore ArchdioceseMylapore Archdiocese
itself. Though the Associationitself. Though the Associationitself. Though the Associationitself. Though the Associationitself. Though the Association     of Catholic Enquiry Centresof Catholic Enquiry Centresof Catholic Enquiry Centresof Catholic Enquiry Centresof Catholic Enquiry Centres     -----     India is onlyIndia is onlyIndia is onlyIndia is onlyIndia is only
25 years of age, it is so Providential25 years of age, it is so Providential25 years of age, it is so Providential25 years of age, it is so Providential25 years of age, it is so Providential to be able to celebrate both Jubilees to be able to celebrate both Jubilees to be able to celebrate both Jubilees to be able to celebrate both Jubilees to be able to celebrate both Jubilees
together.together.together.together.together.

I can hardly believe that 25 years have already gone by since an assemblyI can hardly believe that 25 years have already gone by since an assemblyI can hardly believe that 25 years have already gone by since an assemblyI can hardly believe that 25 years have already gone by since an assemblyI can hardly believe that 25 years have already gone by since an assembly of of of of of
Enquiry Centre directors drawn from all over India met at the PillarEnquiry Centre directors drawn from all over India met at the PillarEnquiry Centre directors drawn from all over India met at the PillarEnquiry Centre directors drawn from all over India met at the PillarEnquiry Centre directors drawn from all over India met at the Pillar
ReanimationReanimationReanimationReanimationReanimation Centre in Goa in Feb., 1986. There and then they resolved to Centre in Goa in Feb., 1986. There and then they resolved to Centre in Goa in Feb., 1986. There and then they resolved to Centre in Goa in Feb., 1986. There and then they resolved to Centre in Goa in Feb., 1986. There and then they resolved to
form an Association of CECs in India and asked Fr. Varghese Paul S. J.,form an Association of CECs in India and asked Fr. Varghese Paul S. J.,form an Association of CECs in India and asked Fr. Varghese Paul S. J.,form an Association of CECs in India and asked Fr. Varghese Paul S. J.,form an Association of CECs in India and asked Fr. Varghese Paul S. J.,
newly appointed director of CISS, Ahmedabad, to prepare a draftnewly appointed director of CISS, Ahmedabad, to prepare a draftnewly appointed director of CISS, Ahmedabad, to prepare a draftnewly appointed director of CISS, Ahmedabad, to prepare a draftnewly appointed director of CISS, Ahmedabad, to prepare a draft
Constitution. This draft, duly modified, was approved at the nextConstitution. This draft, duly modified, was approved at the nextConstitution. This draft, duly modified, was approved at the nextConstitution. This draft, duly modified, was approved at the nextConstitution. This draft, duly modified, was approved at the next
GeneralGeneralGeneralGeneralGeneral     Body Meeting held at Mt. St. Joseph's, Bangalore, in 1988. HereBody Meeting held at Mt. St. Joseph's, Bangalore, in 1988. HereBody Meeting held at Mt. St. Joseph's, Bangalore, in 1988. HereBody Meeting held at Mt. St. Joseph's, Bangalore, in 1988. HereBody Meeting held at Mt. St. Joseph's, Bangalore, in 1988. Here
too the first too the first too the first too the first too the first Governing Governing Governing Governing Governing Body was voted into existence, placing this newBody was voted into existence, placing this newBody was voted into existence, placing this newBody was voted into existence, placing this newBody was voted into existence, placing this new
association on a firm foundation association on a firm foundation association on a firm foundation association on a firm foundation association on a firm foundation of 7 members all experienced of 7 members all experienced of 7 members all experienced of 7 members all experienced of 7 members all experienced with thewith thewith thewith thewith the

working of a Cathoworking of a Cathoworking of a Cathoworking of a Cathoworking of a Catholic Enquiry Centre.lic Enquiry Centre.lic Enquiry Centre.lic Enquiry Centre.lic Enquiry Centre.

Rev. Fr. Theodore Bowling S. J.

REV. FR. TED. BOWLING S.J.REV. FR. TED. BOWLING S.J.REV. FR. TED. BOWLING S.J.REV. FR. TED. BOWLING S.J.REV. FR. TED. BOWLING S.J.
(Patron) ACECI

De Nobili College,
Ramwadi,

PUNE-411 014.
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Since Catholic Enquiry Centre directors are in close contact with theirSince Catholic Enquiry Centre directors are in close contact with theirSince Catholic Enquiry Centre directors are in close contact with theirSince Catholic Enquiry Centre directors are in close contact with theirSince Catholic Enquiry Centre directors are in close contact with their
local Bishops, some of whom are the direct originators or owners oflocal Bishops, some of whom are the direct originators or owners oflocal Bishops, some of whom are the direct originators or owners oflocal Bishops, some of whom are the direct originators or owners oflocal Bishops, some of whom are the direct originators or owners of
centrescentrescentrescentrescentres, , , , , it was natural for the ACEC-I to seek recognition from the Catholicit was natural for the ACEC-I to seek recognition from the Catholicit was natural for the ACEC-I to seek recognition from the Catholicit was natural for the ACEC-I to seek recognition from the Catholicit was natural for the ACEC-I to seek recognition from the Catholic
Bishops' Conference of India as a National Catholic Organization. ThisBishops' Conference of India as a National Catholic Organization. ThisBishops' Conference of India as a National Catholic Organization. ThisBishops' Conference of India as a National Catholic Organization. ThisBishops' Conference of India as a National Catholic Organization. This
recognition was givrecognition was givrecognition was givrecognition was givrecognition was given in 1991.en in 1991.en in 1991.en in 1991.en in 1991.

To secure sufficient income and savings to operate ACEC-I more wiselyTo secure sufficient income and savings to operate ACEC-I more wiselyTo secure sufficient income and savings to operate ACEC-I more wiselyTo secure sufficient income and savings to operate ACEC-I more wiselyTo secure sufficient income and savings to operate ACEC-I more wisely
and efficiently, it was deemed necessary to register ACEC-I as a Societyand efficiently, it was deemed necessary to register ACEC-I as a Societyand efficiently, it was deemed necessary to register ACEC-I as a Societyand efficiently, it was deemed necessary to register ACEC-I as a Societyand efficiently, it was deemed necessary to register ACEC-I as a Society
and a Trust. This was done in 1992 in Pune with the De Nobili Collegeand a Trust. This was done in 1992 in Pune with the De Nobili Collegeand a Trust. This was done in 1992 in Pune with the De Nobili Collegeand a Trust. This was done in 1992 in Pune with the De Nobili Collegeand a Trust. This was done in 1992 in Pune with the De Nobili College
address as address as address as address as address as its local, legal address. Besides funds, ACEC-I needed its ownits local, legal address. Besides funds, ACEC-I needed its ownits local, legal address. Besides funds, ACEC-I needed its ownits local, legal address. Besides funds, ACEC-I needed its ownits local, legal address. Besides funds, ACEC-I needed its own
national office,national office,national office,national office,national office, so in 1994, the Governing Body decided that its national so in 1994, the Governing Body decided that its national so in 1994, the Governing Body decided that its national so in 1994, the Governing Body decided that its national so in 1994, the Governing Body decided that its national
office would be in New Delhi and entrusted the task of setting it up tooffice would be in New Delhi and entrusted the task of setting it up tooffice would be in New Delhi and entrusted the task of setting it up tooffice would be in New Delhi and entrusted the task of setting it up tooffice would be in New Delhi and entrusted the task of setting it up to
Fr. Varghese Fr. Varghese Fr. Varghese Fr. Varghese Fr. Varghese Paul as its first Executive Secretary. He accomplished thisPaul as its first Executive Secretary. He accomplished thisPaul as its first Executive Secretary. He accomplished thisPaul as its first Executive Secretary. He accomplished thisPaul as its first Executive Secretary. He accomplished this
goal first at Old Chetanalaya goal first at Old Chetanalaya goal first at Old Chetanalaya goal first at Old Chetanalaya goal first at Old Chetanalaya and two years later at Divya Deepti Sadanand two years later at Divya Deepti Sadanand two years later at Divya Deepti Sadanand two years later at Divya Deepti Sadanand two years later at Divya Deepti Sadan
from where it has been functioningfrom where it has been functioningfrom where it has been functioningfrom where it has been functioningfrom where it has been functioning for the past 14 years. for the past 14 years. for the past 14 years. for the past 14 years. for the past 14 years.

In August, 2002, Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD took over the work of theIn August, 2002, Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD took over the work of theIn August, 2002, Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD took over the work of theIn August, 2002, Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD took over the work of theIn August, 2002, Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD took over the work of the
Executive Secretary of the National Office from Fr. Varghese Paul andExecutive Secretary of the National Office from Fr. Varghese Paul andExecutive Secretary of the National Office from Fr. Varghese Paul andExecutive Secretary of the National Office from Fr. Varghese Paul andExecutive Secretary of the National Office from Fr. Varghese Paul and
for for for for for the past 8½ years has turned in a very commendable performance.the past 8½ years has turned in a very commendable performance.the past 8½ years has turned in a very commendable performance.the past 8½ years has turned in a very commendable performance.the past 8½ years has turned in a very commendable performance.
He, together with the President are mainly responsible for keeping theHe, together with the President are mainly responsible for keeping theHe, together with the President are mainly responsible for keeping theHe, together with the President are mainly responsible for keeping theHe, together with the President are mainly responsible for keeping the
Association on the right track. So, here and now I want to thank bothAssociation on the right track. So, here and now I want to thank bothAssociation on the right track. So, here and now I want to thank bothAssociation on the right track. So, here and now I want to thank bothAssociation on the right track. So, here and now I want to thank both
Fr. Varghese Fr. Varghese Fr. Varghese Fr. Varghese Fr. Varghese for for for for for their long term, dedicated service to our Association, itstheir long term, dedicated service to our Association, itstheir long term, dedicated service to our Association, itstheir long term, dedicated service to our Association, itstheir long term, dedicated service to our Association, its
Ordinary and AssociateOrdinary and AssociateOrdinary and AssociateOrdinary and AssociateOrdinary and Associate Members, and to those apostolic minded people, Members, and to those apostolic minded people, Members, and to those apostolic minded people, Members, and to those apostolic minded people, Members, and to those apostolic minded people,
who are not members, who are not members, who are not members, who are not members, who are not members, yet wish in some way to share the Good News.yet wish in some way to share the Good News.yet wish in some way to share the Good News.yet wish in some way to share the Good News.yet wish in some way to share the Good News.

The Almighty can never be thanked enough for the graces he has bestowedThe Almighty can never be thanked enough for the graces he has bestowedThe Almighty can never be thanked enough for the graces he has bestowedThe Almighty can never be thanked enough for the graces he has bestowedThe Almighty can never be thanked enough for the graces he has bestowed
on the members of our Association and the helps to achieve its aims. On aon the members of our Association and the helps to achieve its aims. On aon the members of our Association and the helps to achieve its aims. On aon the members of our Association and the helps to achieve its aims. On aon the members of our Association and the helps to achieve its aims. On a
personal note I want to thank God for the opportunities at National andpersonal note I want to thank God for the opportunities at National andpersonal note I want to thank God for the opportunities at National andpersonal note I want to thank God for the opportunities at National andpersonal note I want to thank God for the opportunities at National and
RegiRegiRegiRegiRegional Gatherings to meet such beautiful people dedicated to spreadingonal Gatherings to meet such beautiful people dedicated to spreadingonal Gatherings to meet such beautiful people dedicated to spreadingonal Gatherings to meet such beautiful people dedicated to spreadingonal Gatherings to meet such beautiful people dedicated to spreading
the Good News of Jesus Christ to people of another faith. I will sorely missthe Good News of Jesus Christ to people of another faith. I will sorely missthe Good News of Jesus Christ to people of another faith. I will sorely missthe Good News of Jesus Christ to people of another faith. I will sorely missthe Good News of Jesus Christ to people of another faith. I will sorely miss
the opportunity of meeting you at this Chennai General Body Meeting,the opportunity of meeting you at this Chennai General Body Meeting,the opportunity of meeting you at this Chennai General Body Meeting,the opportunity of meeting you at this Chennai General Body Meeting,the opportunity of meeting you at this Chennai General Body Meeting,
but the Cardiologist advised me not to go. There come a time when each ofbut the Cardiologist advised me not to go. There come a time when each ofbut the Cardiologist advised me not to go. There come a time when each ofbut the Cardiologist advised me not to go. There come a time when each ofbut the Cardiologist advised me not to go. There come a time when each of
us must say as John the Baptist did "He must increase, I must decrease."us must say as John the Baptist did "He must increase, I must decrease."us must say as John the Baptist did "He must increase, I must decrease."us must say as John the Baptist did "He must increase, I must decrease."us must say as John the Baptist did "He must increase, I must decrease."

Though I will not be with you physically, be assured that you will beThough I will not be with you physically, be assured that you will beThough I will not be with you physically, be assured that you will beThough I will not be with you physically, be assured that you will beThough I will not be with you physically, be assured that you will be
constantly constantly constantly constantly constantly in my mind and prayers during your 21-24 February meetingin my mind and prayers during your 21-24 February meetingin my mind and prayers during your 21-24 February meetingin my mind and prayers during your 21-24 February meetingin my mind and prayers during your 21-24 February meeting
in Chennai.in Chennai.in Chennai.in Chennai.in Chennai.

God bless you and your meeting.God bless you and your meeting.God bless you and your meeting.God bless you and your meeting.God bless you and your meeting.

Devotedly in Christ,Devotedly in Christ,Devotedly in Christ,Devotedly in Christ,Devotedly in Christ,

15 January, 201115 January, 201115 January, 201115 January, 201115 January, 2011 Theodore Bowling S. J.Theodore Bowling S. J.Theodore Bowling S. J.Theodore Bowling S. J.Theodore Bowling S. J.
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CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations
&&&&&

Prayerful WishesPrayerful WishesPrayerful WishesPrayerful WishesPrayerful Wishes
TTTTTooooo

ARUTCHUDAR , Chennai, Chennai, Chennai, Chennai, Chennai

on the occassion of itson the occassion of itson the occassion of itson the occassion of itson the occassion of its

Golden JubileeGolden JubileeGolden JubileeGolden JubileeGolden Jubilee
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Evangelization – The Need of the Hour

As I write this on Republic Day 2011 the front page
news in Indian Express and Times of India,
Ahmedabad editions is the gruesome burning alive
of Additional Collector Yeshwant Sonawane of
Malgaon, Maharashtra. Sonavane, an IAS officer,
a high ranking government authority is murdered
on the daylight by criminals taking law into their

own hands! This event indicates the situation of our country steeped
in corruption with muscle and money power ruling the roost. The
poor and the upright people are feeling helpless.

Two thousand years ago the situation was very similar and the
people were helpless when Jesus proclaimed in the synagogue of
his home town Nazareth:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has chosen me to bring
good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim
liberty to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind;
to set free the oppressed
and announce that the time has come
when the Lord will save his people.” (Mt. 4, 18-19).

We – the lay people, Sisters and Priests – are privileged men and
women called to walk in the foot-steps of Jesus and proclaim him
and his message of hope, the message of liberation to our people. It
is not easy to proclaim the message in the current situation of our
country and of the Catholic Church. Our mission is often like
pouring water on a pot kept upside down!

When we look around, on the one side we see a national panorama
of economic and social development. Latest models of Indian and
foreign made cars ply on our roads. Fashion bungalows, skyscrapers
and star hotels are in the city horizon. Malls are filled with Indian
and foreign goods. On the other side we see the oppressing poverty,
filthy slums and homeless people sleeping on the city foot-paths.

Crimes, violence and persecution for racial, cultural and religious
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reasons go on uninterruptedly. The great technological progress of
India is not matched with the dignity of all men and women to live
in truth, justice, peace and love. The existing imbalance, injustice
and discriminations are leading people to lose hope in themselves
and in the future. Many are asking today, what is the future of
humanity and of the whole creation.

We, the true believers, know that the situation however bad it
may be, it is not hopeless because we have hope in Jesus Christ and
his liberating message of love, truth, justice and peace. But this faith
and hope are not to be hidden under  a bushel but they should be
proclaimed to all people. We know as Pope Benedict says that the
men and women without hope form humanity without God.

Our silence will certainly contribute to the forming of the
humanity without God. St Paul was aware of this eventuality. So he
said, “Woe to me if I did not preach the Gospel (1 Cor. 9, 16). St
Paul understood his mission well and he went to Gentiles. He did
not count the cost of facing rebellious people but took everything
even persecution in his stride.

And we! How are we faring in our mission? In his homily Bishop
Thomas Macwan of Ahmedabad addressing more than 6,000 people
on the occasion of the centenary celebration of DOOT magazine on
January 23, 2011 said that in our land, Gujarat, there have been no
martyrs or bloodshed because we have compromised our values with
the values of the world!

Today we have to ask ourselves: Are we compromising our
mission of preaching Jesus Christ and his Gospel with the values of
the people around us? Some times we do see that our colleagues
and even our higher ups do not believe in preaching Jesus Christ
and his message! Often the higher ups and we too are satisfied to
confine our ministries to Christians and to those few people who
welcome us. We make no efforts to reach out to all people of good
will with the liberating message of Jesus Christ. We simply,
conveniently ignore Jesus’ command to go out to the whole world
and preach the Gospel!

In this context I recall Pope Benedict XVI who addresses all of
us in his message for the World Mission Sunday, October 19, 2008:

“Dear brother Bishops, following Paul’s example, may each one feel
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like “a prisoner of Christ for the Gentiles: (Eph. 3, 1), known that
you can count on the strength that comes to us from him in
difficulties and trials. A bishop is consecrated not only for his diocese,
but for the salvation of the whole world (cf. Encyclical: ‘Redemptoris
Missio’, No 63). Like the Apostle Paul, a Bishop is called to reach
out to those who are far away and do not know Christ yet or have
still not experienced his liberating love. A Bishop’s commitment is
to make the whole diocesan community missionary by contributing
willingly, according to the possibilities to send priests and laypersons
to other Churches for the evangelization service. In this way, the
mission ‘ad gentes’ becomes the unifying and converging principle
of its entire pastoral and charitable activity.”

“You dear priests, the Bishops’ first collaborators, be generous
pastors and enthusiastic evangelizers! Many of you in these past
decades have gone to the mission territories following the Encyclical
‘Fidei Donum’ whose 50th anniversary we celebrated recently, and
with which my venerable Predecessor, the Servant of God Pius XII,
gave an impulse to cooperation between the Churches. I am
confident that this missionary tension in the local Churches will
not be lacking, despite the lack of clergy that afflicts many of them.”

“And you, dear men and women religious, whose vocation is
marked by a strong missionary connotation, bring the proclamation
of the Gospel to everyone, especially those who are far away, through
consistent witness to Christ and radical following of his Gospel.”

“Dear faithful laity, you who act in the different areas of society
are all called to take part in an increasingly important way in
spreading the Gospel. A complex and multiform areopagus thus
opens up before you to be evangelized, the world. Give witness with
your lives that Christians ‘belong to a new society which is the goal
of their common pilgrimage and which is anticipated in the course
of that pilgrimage (‘Spe Salvi’, No. 4).”

On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of our Association of Catholic
Enquiry Centres India (ACECI) it is good to reflect on our ministry
of direct proclamation and see how can we renew ourselves and our
ministry in keeping with the demands of our times.

—Fr. Varghese Paul, SJ
(President, ACECI)
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CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRES TODAY

The Association of Catholic enquiry Centres-India
(ACECI) is a union of  Catholic Enquiry Centres in
India, recognized by the Catholic Bishops
Conference of India (CBCI) as a Major Catholic
Association. It is included under the CBCI
Commission for Social Communication. It has also

been registered as an Educational Trust and Society. Its National
Office is at Divya Deepti Sadan, 10, Bhai Vir Singh Marg, New Delhi.

Catholic Enquiry Centres:
Catholic Enquiry Centres are one of the many ways in which the
Church in India is trying to fulfill its mission of evangelical
proclamation, There are 60 Catholic Enquiry Centres in India working
together to share the Good News with the people of other Faiths
who are seeking (enquiring) to know about the life and teachings of
Jesus Christ and the Bible. The objective of the Catholic Enquiry
Centres has been to inform, instruct and assist a person who sincerely
and personally seeks to follow Christ in some way.

These Centres, situated in various diocese of India reach out to
educated people of our country in 12 languages . They belong
mostly to various dioceses, though a few belong to some religious
congregations. They are managed by the dioceses, religious
congregations and Associations of Lay-Faithful. From the beginning
of this movement, Lay Associations have been in the fore-front to
propagate the faith among the interested non-Christian seekers,
While CECs of Bandra, Mahim, Borivili, Vasai and Bethia in Bihar
are conducted by the lay-Catholics, other Centres are being assisted
by lay-volunteers as in the case of Bangalore and Belgaum, or by
full-time lay-staff as in the case of many other Centres. The
following Major Seminaries – De Nobili College Pune, St. Jespeh’s
Seminary  Mangalore, St. Joseph’s Pontifical Seminary Aluva,
Trinity College Jalandhar, St. Charles Seminary Nagpur, St. Albert’s
College Ranchi, Sacred Heart College Shillong, Viswa Jyoti
Gurukul Christnagar, Varanasi are also engaged in CEC and other
forms of evangelical ministries through their staff and students.
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1: Prospects:
Christianity is respected and appreciated in our country: Most
people in India appreciate the Christian community today as a
peace-loving and  service-minded community. Christians are
considered to be honest and hard-working. “Missionary spirit” is
understood as the spirit of selfless dedication and service. Many
of our National Leaders like Swami Vivekananda, Mahatma
Gandhi, Mahatma Phule and Dr. Radhakrishan have been deeply
influenced by Jesus and his teachings. They have been encouraging
the people to emulate the example of Christian missionaries in the
service of the poor in the country. Today many people sincerely
seek to know Christ and come closer to Him. Thousands of people
visit our churches, pilgrim centres, charismatic centres and join
Bible Study programmes for this purpose. They become friends of
Jesus or “Khrist-Bhaktas”. They appreciate Christians and Christian
services and are eager to be close to Christians, in spite of the
vociferous and terrorizing anti-Christian propaganda of a few
fundamentalist groups like the Sangh-parivar.

2. Programmes:
The Cathoic Enquiry Centres in India reach out to seekers of  Jesus
and Christian faith through:

01. Free Correspondence Courses on the life and teachings of
Christ

02. Libraries and free Reading-Rooms with good books
03. Prayer and Bible Study Groups
04. Out-reach programs to villages, jails, hospitals, old age

homes and orphanages with prayer and Gospel message.
05. Distribution of Christian literature at Pilgrim Shrines &

“Melas”.
06. Personal Counseling and Guidance
07. Religious Exhibitions, Video Shows, Close Circuit TV and

Mobile Units
08. Writing in the Secular press about Christianity
09. Charismatic Conventions or Spiritual Renewal programs

which are open to all people.
      10. Websites
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3. The Correspondence Courses  on the life and teaching
of Jesus Christ:
Among the above mentioned ways of sharing the Good News as
undertaken by various Catholic Enquiry Centres, Bible
Correspondence Course take precedence. Most of the Catholic
Enquiry Centres conduct Bible Correspondence Course and reach
out to a large Number of  people from other Faiths and instruct
them systematically by sending to them lessons on the life and
teachings of Christ and the teachings of the Bible in general. These
Centres are functioning in the following languages: Assamese 1,
Bengali  3,  English 6, Gujarati 2, Hindi 18, Kannada 6,  Marathi
2,  Malayalam 2,  Tamil 8,  Punjabi 2,  Santali 1 and Urdu 1.

a. The origin and Development of Corresondence Course in India.
The Correspondence Courses on the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ were started by Fr. Peter Sontag SJ in 1948  at Patna and
later continued it from De Nobili College, Pune as  the “Institute
for Home Study” (IHS). Fr. Ted. Bowling SJ took over this ministry
from Fr. Sontag in 1959 and propelled the spreading of this ministry
all  over India till 2003. Fr. B. Anthony, then director of Arutchudar
Chennai, took over the responsibility as the President of ACECI in
2003 and Fr. Varghese Paul was elected President of ACECI in
2006, when Fr. Anthony was transferred from Arutchudar.

 b. Course Offered:
i) Meet Christ (5 lessons)  ii) What Does It Mean to be a
Christian ( 4 lessons), 3) The Way that is Life (12 lessons),  iv)
God with Us – (1 pictorial book). These courses are available in
English, Hindi and Marathi. Other Language Centres have prepared
their own courses. Some Centres have added more Courses to
encourage  deeper understanding of the Faith by the students.
c. Sources of Enquirers;
i) Display or classified Advertisements in News papers, ii) Contact
Cards, II) Hoardings, iv) The students who are doing the courses
already also introduce other people to CECs.
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d. Question Papers and Certificates:
 Question papers are sent along  with the Courses and the answer-
papers  are corrected and returned to them with  clarifications. Some
of the Centres also issue certificates and Deploma.

e. Personal Letters:
The Centres who correspond with the students personally, maintain
the interest of the students to continue various courses and build
up a friendship.

In short, today through the Correspondence Courses alone, every
year ACECI reaches out to more than 30,000 seekers of Christ
from other religions.

4. Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres –India  (ACECI)
As  Already mentioned, the Association of Catholic Enquiry
Centres-India (ACECI) is a union of Catholic Enquiry Centres in
India. It has its National Office at New Delhi. Its Address is ACECI
National Office, Divya Deepti Sada, 10, Bhai Vir Sing Marg, New
Delhi-110001,
Phone–23361264, Email> aceci@rediffmail .com,
aceci.nationaloffice@gmail.com,
Website:www.knowlordjesus.org

5. Impact of Catholic Enquiry Centres:
Catholic Enquiry Centres reach out to thousands of people from
other faiths with the Gospel  of Jesus Christ, helping them to know
him and to be transformed by Him through their various ministries.

6. Problems which challenge CECs and the Church in India;

Disinterest /unwillingness to share the Gospel from within the Church:
The Church in India is very much influenced by western secularism,
in spite of the fact that there is a “clamour” for the indigenization
of the Church in India. Mission theology has been seeking escape
routes, not to take the name of Christ. Even among those who
professed  to be “missionaries”, only a few are engaged in the
ministry of teaching the Gospel. Consequently we do not reach out
and share the Gospel even to  the people who are sincere seekers.
Ministry of sharing the Good News has been pushed to the back-
seat in the Church today.
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External opposition to the Mission:
This unwillingness to share the Gospel is aggravated by the external
opposition from the Sangh Parivar and the like. However, if you
observe the comments of the Sangh Parivar, we find that somehow
it finds itself  insecure I our presence. Our  “hush …hush” and
“we don’t convert” response is unwarranted  as the Christian
Mission in India does nothing wrong to the people of our country.

Hence the Catholic Enquiry Centres and all those who are serious
to share the Gospel are being  challenged as the ministry of
proclamation is very much side-tracked. There have been 70
Catholic Enquiry Centres established in India from which 60 still
survive and only about 40 are active today. However, the
Charismatic movement in the Church has become a corrective
movement. Therefore, CECs must join hand with Charismatic and
other evangelical movements, not only to keep this movement alive
and active but to animate the dioceses to fulfill the command of
the Risen Lord to proclaim the Gospel everywhere. CECs could
promote Mission Sunday, Bible Sunday, Feast of Pentecost and
the Feasts of St. Thomas and St. Francis Xavier in order to animate
the Church to be truly missionary. All the CECs in India also need
to start a prayer-campaign for the evangelization  of India, seeking
the help of the Holy Spirit of God.

Fr. Varghese Nediaklayil SVD
(Secretary & Executive Secretary, ACECI)

 SRADHANJALI
TO

ST. THOMAS

The Apostle of India

for Sharing the Good News of

God’s Salvation with us 2000 years ago

ACECI Pays Homage to him at his Tomb

in Mylapore
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Annual Report 2008 - 2010

a. Catholic Enquiry Centres  are engaged in  a variety
of ministries:

Catholic Enquiry Centres are not like  palm-trees, but are like the
vine with many branches. Jesus said, “ I am the vine and you are
the branches”, bearing much fruit. It is a multi-dimensional
evangelical ministry today.

Originally CEC ministry was a Home – Study program, with a
view to reach Christian literature to the home of every person who
is interested to know Jesus in the privacy of his home and in the
silence of his heart. It began with 50 Christopher Letters (Christ
Bearing Letters) written by late Fr. Peter Sontag SJ, the founder of
CEC ministry,  from the Institute for Home Study (IHS). Later he
developed a set of 12 lessons  named “The Way that is Life”. Later,
10 lessons of “Meet Christ” booklets and “What Does it Mean to
be Christian” have become part of the Courses. Now “Meet Christ”
Lessons are called Introductory Course, “What does It mean to be
a Christian” Intermediary Course and “Way that is Life” is known
as Advance Course.

Later, other Centres spang up under Fr. Sontag’s  inspiration and
after him under  the guidance of Fr. Ted Bowling. Many of these
new Centres adopted new names. Some called themselves Catholic
Information Centres while others called themselves Catholic
Enquiry Centres. Names themselves are a variety, like Masih Vidya
Bhavan, Su-Varthe, Arutchudar, Su-Sandesh Kendra, Subh-
Sandesh Kendra, Arul Oli Nilayam, Shanti Sandesh and Divya
Deepti etc. However the  commonly accepted  name for this
ministry of proclamation to those who seek after Christ is “Catholic
Enquiry Centre”.

While the above mentioned lessons are available only in English,
Hindi and Marathi, other language CECs have translated them into
their own languages or created their own literature like these
Kannada books, “Devadi Deva Yesu” ( Jesus the Lord of Lords),
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“Ekaika Rakshaka Yesu” ( Jesus the only Saviour) “Swargkke

Marga Yesu” ( Jesus the Way to Heavan) or the Tamil Books “Anbin
Pathai” (The Path of Love), a series of 10 books.  Some  CECs

have added more Lessons like the study of St. Luke’s Gospel and

the Acts of the Apostles. Many of the CECs also make use of the
variety of Bible literature available at Bible Society of India. Now

the Catholic Enquiry Centres conduct Courses in 12 languages of

India and some Centres have Courses being conducted in more
than one language. Our aim must be that there must be at least one

CEC for every major language of India.

As a development of our Bible Correspondence Courses, CECs

need to take steps to build up Websites in various languages in

which we conduct Correspondence Courses, as an additional and
modern way of reach out to the seekers of Christ and his Good News

of God’s Salvation. Initiatives have already begun in this line. CISS,

Ahmedabad has already launched – www.biblegujarat.org, the
ACECI National Office has launched, www.knowlordjesus.org,

and Subh Sandesh Kendra has started www.knowjesus.in CEC

Delhi and Christ Vigyapan Kendra, Rajkot  has begun  spiritual
e-mail service in English.

Catholic Enquiry Centres have now also expanded their ministries.
They engage themselves not only in Bible Correspondence Courses

or reaching lessons to every home which looks for Christian

literature or Christian knowledge, but into a variety of  reach out
programmes  to all people. Hence it must be said that CECs are

now engaged in Bible Correspondence Courses, Exhibitions,

writing in the press, conducting good book libraries and
reading-rooms, mobile units, personal counseling, Prayer &

Bible Sharing,  family and village visits, hospital visits, prison

ministry, writing and publications, organizing charistmatic
conventions and  contacting people and distributing Christian

literature at pilgrim Centres. It is a welcome development not

easy to assess.
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b. A Glimpse of Bible Correspondence Courses:

Here I am not presenting you a All India Statistics of the Bible
Correspondence Courses, but a sample survey of Bible
Correspondence Course ministry; say, a glimpse of work done by
12 Catholic Enquiry Centres, a random selecton.  They are
conducting courses in English, Hindi, Kannada, Tamil, Gujarati,
Marathi, Oriya  and  Assamese,

The following reach out has been achieved by 12 Catholic Enquiry
Centres in last 2 years

Number of Enquirers reached out: 12,595
Amount of Bible lessons and  Literature: 1,79,149
Approximate number of letters received: 12,446
Approximate number  of  letters written: 26,729
Books  Distributed to CECs by IHS Pune: 54,517
Meet Jesus (Englishe & Hindi) 31,237
Meet Christ (English & Hindi) 17,054
What Does It Mean to be a Christian   4,790
The Way that is Life   1,436
Books Printed by IHS Pune 78,600
Meet Jesus (English & Hindi) 56,000
What Does It Mean to be a Christian 6,000
Prem Marg 15,600
Pocket Calenders    1000

Website ministry has been begun by CISS Ahmedabad, ACECI
National Office, N. Delhi and Subh Sandesh Kendra, Mumbai,
and e-mail spiritual service by CEC New Delhi and CEC
Rajkot.

What Do  the Enquirers say?

01. Mr. Sivakumar, Sidapet, Chennai -15

“Received your book-let. It has been a great Blessing for me to
have a book with the loving words of the Lord. I feel that I have
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CEC Directors who proposed ACECI
at Goa Meeting,1986

The Beginning of
ACECI

The Relic of St.  F. Xavier

A C E C - I



PARTICIPANTS AT PRERANA SADAN
8th ACECI General Body Meeting at INDORE, ( 1998 )

10th ACECI General Body Meeting at Ishvani Kendra - PUNE ( 2004 )



APRAYER DANCE
10th ACECI General Body Meeting at Ihsvani Kendra - PUNE, ( 2004 )

Exhibition Of Cec Books & Lessions
10th ACECI General Body Meeting at Ishvani Kendra - PUNE, ( 2004 )



PARTICIPANTS IN THE MEETING 
11th ACECI General Body Meeting at JHANSI, ( 2006 )

 

Fr. Varghese Paul Leading The Bible Procession During, 
12th ACECI General Body Meeting at Bandel, 2008



Divya Deepti Sadan, New Delhi

ACECI National Office,
New Delhi

Fr. Varghese Paul The First Executive Secretory

ACECI President Fr. Varghese Paul S.J., Sr. Clare DSP & Fr. Varghese N. SVD
Lighting the Lamp at the General Body Meeting, at Bandel 



Regional Meeting at Andheri, Mumbai 2006

Regional Meeting at New Delhi, 2007



ACECI National Office Staff with Executive Secretory
Mr. Epiphanus Massey, Sr. Kiran PDDM, Sr. Margaret DSP & Fr. Varghese N. SVD

Divya Deepti Awarded Deplomas in Bible Studies to Students
 from Jeevan Dham, Faridabad, 2010
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chosen and lived in darkness while there existed already light. Now
I am searching for the light and I hope I will definitely find the
light. I pray the Father and the Son Jesus Christ to save me, to take
me to the light. I hope the name of Jesus will surely bless me and
I will never forget Him. Please send me a Bible and all other books,
to know more about Christ and live up to His values. I request you
to please pray for me and my family so that we will all enjoy the
blessings of  Our Lord” (Courtesy Arutchudar, Chennai)

02. Deepak Bhatra, Jaipur

“I do meditate on the contents of the booklets you sent. It is very
advantageous to my life and attitude. Now I realize that message
of Christ is that fire which burns the dirt of mind and heart.
Whenever I read the booklet again, I get another meaning to life.
To quite an extent my behavior has changed. I now love my brothers
and sisters, lead a disciplined life and am conscious about justice.
All this I received from CEC course. Please don’t strike out my
name from the course” ( Courtesy, CEC Delhi)

03.  Miss. Annupama from Sirsi

“I am happy to receive the books from you. I wish to know more
and more about Jesus. Kindly send me the next set of books. One
of my brothers has already come to Jesus. He is my guide.  I want
to introduce him to you. Blessed are we who know Jesus. Blessed
be the Father who sent Jesus to us”. (Courtesy, Su-Sandesh Kendra,
Belgaum)

04. Mr. Satish from Balgaum

“I love Jesus very much. Whichever books I get on Jesus I bring
home and read. I am glad that you have advertised in ‘Samyukta
Karnataka’ about the free correspondence courses on Jesus. I am
eagerly awaiting for your books. I am very fortunate to attend a
prayer service in Hubli.” (Courtesy, Su-Sandesh Kendra, Belgaum)
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05. Suneela Reddy from Andhra Pradesh

“The day I saw your advertisement in the paper was the most
important day for me because I found a real friend that day. I am a
sinner. I will always be … I believe in Jesus more than the Christians
do and I know He will release me” (Courtesy CEC Bangalore)

06. Mr. B.M.K from Surat writes:

“Respected  Fr. Varghese, I am in receipt of your letter dated 21.
10. 2008. Second one of the same date and a book. I am very
thankful to you. I have no words to appreciate your kind feelings
for me. I pass my time in reading religious books of different
religions.” (Courtesy CISS, Ahmedabad)

07. Mr. Amitkumar Manhar, Bilaspur

My name is Amitkumar Manhar (22 years old). I am the elder
brother of Manishankar Manhar (1366/08/H). Due to financial
problem he has gone to Haryana for work. So he can’t continue
this Course because he works in Brick Kiln and there is no facility
of a post-office. When I read the books you sent in his name, it
was very nice to me. I am also very much interested to know the
life and teachings of Jesus Christ. So please send me also this
Course. I shall be very grateful to you. Thanks. ( “Divya Deepti”,
ACECI National Office, N. Delhi)

08. Mr. Rajkumar Minj, Raigarh

I am very happy because of your grace and worshipping Christ.
Before coming to Christ, I was a Hindu, but your mission
programme has changed me. I learned many things. That was the
turning point of my life.  Sister, my family members are all Hindus
and worshipping Hindu gods. I am only one person who believes
in Christ. Before coming to Christ, I have done many work but
today my heart is burning to share the Gospel among the poor and
needy people ( “Divya Deepti”, ACECI National Office, N. Delhi)
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09. Ms.  Amrita Debburma, Tripura

“Reading the free correspondence  course on Jesus Christ, I just
found myself walking towards “the light”. It is a very exhilarating
experience when the Lord said he has come to save sinners. Before
I read the correspondence, I was thinking by myself that I could
not sin. But a sentence in the book said “a sinner is always alone”
Now I found myself alone. I give lots of thanks to the free
correspondence about Jesus Christ, for making my way to salvation.
Now I know who he is and why he came to earth, despite being the
‘Son of God’. I know he will never leave me if I do what he wants
me to do.  That has totally changed me. I will praise the Lord until
my last breath. My prayer: “Lord show me what you want me to
do”. (Courtesy, CEC Bangalore)

 SRADHANJALI:

We pay our homage to our Heavenly Patrons:

Fr. Peter Sontag SJ ( Founder IHS Pune)

Fr. Portatio Soares  (CEC Mysore)

Fr. Irineu dos Santos (CEC Delhi)

Fr. Paul Kehres SJ  (IHS Pune)

Mr. Eward Francis (CEC Pune)

Mr. Ismael Cyprian Wiegas (CEC Pune)

Mr. Herman Murzello (CEC Bandra)

Miss. Randos (CEC Bangalore)

Sr. Emelian & Sr. Jyoti, SSpS. (MVB, Indore)

And others who have contributed to

CEC ministry in the past.

May they live for ever in our

Heavenly Home glorifying God for ever
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c. National and Regional Meetings:

i) 12th ACECI National General Body Meeting

Date: 11-14 November, 2008
Place: Basilica of Our Lady of Bandel, Kolkata, W. Bengal

REPORT
Introduction:
The Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres held its 12th biennial
General Body Meeting at the Basilica of our Lady of  Bandel,
Kolkata from 11th to 14th of November, 2008.  The meeting began
on the 12th morning. This General Body Meeting was also a
celebration of the 60 years of Catholic Enquiry Centre Evangelical
Ministry in India. The Meeting was attended by 62 participants
from 28 CECs hailing from 24 dioceses across the country. The
Meeting was inaugurated by His Grace Archbishop Lucas Sircar
SDB of the Archdiocese of Calcutta during the solemn
concelebrated Holy Mass in the morning.

The Meeting:

On Wednesday, November 12, 2008 the
meeting began with a prayer service,
conducted by Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil
SVD, imploring the help of Our Lady
who first shared the Good News of God’s
salvation with her cousin Elizabeth. The
participants were welcomed to Bandel
Basilica by its Prior, Fr. Thomas Pulickal

SDB, who later led them to tour of the Basilica complex where
they have come as pilgrims, and as participants of 12th ACECI
National Meeting. The participants were cordially welcomed to
the 12th General Body Meeting by the ACECI Vice-president, Sr.
Clare DSP. Then, in his key-note address, the President of ACECI,
Fr. Varghese Paul S.J. presented a paper: “60 Years of Evangelical
Ministry by Catholic Enquiry Centres in India”. After the key-
note address the participants introduced themselves to each other
as to where they come from.

Fr. Varghese Paul S.J.
leads the Bible Procession
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After the tea break, at 11 a.m. Archbishop Lucas  Sircar SDB,
along with ACECI President and other priest-participants
concelebrated the inaugural Holy Mass.
This was followed by a Bible Procession
to the meeting-hall where the
Archbishop enthroned the Holy Bible
a n d t h e p i c t u r e o f t h e S a c r e d
Heart of Jesus. In memory of Fr. Peter
Sontag S.J. the founder of  the Institute
for Home-study (original name for
Catholic Enquiry Centre), a picture of
Fr. Peter Sontag also was displayed with due respect and
recognition.  Then the Archbishop lighted the lamp along with the
ACECI  Executives, Fr. Var ghese Paul S.J. the President, Sr.
C. L. Clare DSP, Vice-president, Fr. Var ghese Nediakalayil
SVD, Secretary and Fr. Thomas Pulickal SDB, Member.

During the first part of the evening Session, Fr. B. Anthony, the
former ACECI President and former director of Arutchudar (CEC)
Chennai spoke about the New Evangelization movement. This was
followed by CEC reports till the end of the evening session.

On Thursday, 13 November, the day  began with a prayer service
conducted by Sr. Clare DSP, highlighting the evangelical mission
of St. Paul. This was followed by the concelebrated Holy Eucharist
by Fr. Thomas Elichirayil,  the SDB Provincial of Kolkata Province.

The morning Sessions of the third day

was conducted by  Mr. George Amshoff
of CAMECO (Catholic
Communication Council) from
Germany. In his analytical address on
Catholic Enquiry Centres, Mr. Georg
pointed out to the participants that they
need to understand as to which

category of the people are they reaching out in their ministry and
accordingly they need to make use of the various means of

Archbishop Lucas  Sircar SDB
Inaugarates  the meeting

 Mr. George Amshoff (CAMECO)

addresses the ACECI meeting



43

 Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres - India : Silver Jubilee

communication. He also pointed out that the Catholic Enquiry
Centres can use not only Postal Correspondence, but also other
modern communication tools like the SMS, E-mails and the
Website. Mr. George encouraged the participants to expand the
CEC programs accordingly and also to modernize the very written
Correspondence Course materials which are still relevant for the
Indian situation for some more years. During the group-discussions
which followed the presentation by Mr. Georg Amshoff, the
participants realized the need to make use of modern means of
communication as a growth process in CEC ministry, according to
the access of the people to these means of communication.

The after-noon and evening sessions were  devoted to sharing of
CEC Reports. And in the evening, after supper,  a historical
presentation of CEC Ministry in India, “Seekers Shall Find”, a
multi-media program, produced by ACECI National Office, was
screened. Catholic Information Society (CISS) Ahmedabad also
presented a multi-media program on its activities and publications.
This was followed by a self-entertainment program of  Skits, Songs
and dances by the participants themselves.

On the fourth day, 14th November, the Holy Mass was celebrated
by the President, Fr. Varghese Paul S.J. at the Tower Alter of the
Bandel Basilica. The morning sessions began with a planning
session. The following proposals have been approved by the
General Body Meeting to be carried out by the National Office
and CECs within a period of coming 2 years:

1. Create a CEC website in every major language of India.
Major languages are found on the 100 Rupee Notes. The
National Office could take a lead  and assist the CECs in
this regard.

2. SMS Messages: All Centres can send messages periodically,
once in a week, or once in two weeks or once in a month to
the mobile-phones of the students, other interested people
and friends.
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3. E-mails can be used to send messages and articles to
Students who are accessible to e-mail services.

4. Revise and print Courses like “God with Us” and “Meet
Christ” with better presentation in various languages.

5. 2 Regional Meetings to be organized in the coming two
years

6. Training programs could be conducted for the New CEC
directors and staff members. Every CEC should take interest
to send the new staff members to such training programs.

7. With a view to have at least one Centre in a State or in
every language, efforts must be made by the National Office
to negotiate with Bishops to start new CECs.

8. Every CEC should look for Pilgrim Centres in its area and
open a CEC sub-centre there to provide Bible literature to
the interested devotees coming from other religions, as has
been done by some Centres like Mahim, Bandra and
Bangalore CECs. They could be enlisted also for Bible
Correspondence Courses.

9. The Executive Secretary should try to sort out any problem
faced by any CEC

10. Efforts must be made to distribute Christian messages at
Churches which are visited by the Christians and people of
other faiths during Christmas, with the help of volunteers.

11. In order to publicize Catholic Enquiry Centres, hoardings
could be erected in Church premises facing the road

12. CECs could also promote Charismatic groups and share
the Gospel with people of other faiths who come to
Charismatic Conventions and meetings.

The second half of the Fourth day was spend for the official matters

of the Association.
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Visiting  Blessed Mother Theresa’s Tomb:

After lunch most of the participants left
by a specially booked bus to the Mother-
House of Missionaries of Charity to pay
homage to Blessed Mother Theresa and
pray at her tomb, after which some of
them set their journey back home while
others came back to Bandel and returned
home next day.

The Special Features of 12th ACECI General Body Meeting:

1. Largest ACECI General Body : a Meeting with 62
participants, consisting of directors and staff-members from
28 CECs from all over India.

2.  For the first time we had a participant from abroad as a
resource-person

3.  A significant representation of the Catholic Laity
4. Meeting was held at one of the famous pilgrim Shrines

of  India  for the second time;  first being at St. Jude’s
Basilica at Jhansi in 2006

5. Most of the participants were young and energetic
6. The participants mixed and mingled freely with everyone
7. Co-sponsored by some CECs.

Conclusion:
The most important mission of the Church is give Jesus to all
peoples who seek after a Saviour for their lives. The Catholic
Enquiry Centres bring Jesus to people and people to Jesus.
Their message is same as that of the Angels, “Today in the city
of Bethlehem a Saviour is born for you”. In the Indian Church
the Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres functions as the
largest and nation-wide Gospel net-work for the seekers of
Christ. “The Seekers Shall Find” is the motto of ACECI.

Report: Fr. Varghese N. SVD
(ACECI Executive Secretary)

Visiting  Blessed
Mother Theresa’s Tomb
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ii) Regional Meeting at Ahmedabad
Ahmedabad,  September28, 2009

Most Rev. Stanislaus Fernandes
S.J., Archbishop of Gandhinagar,
Gujarat and the Secretary General of
CBCI presided over the inaugural
Holy Mass and declared the Western
Region  Meeting  of the Catholic
Enquiry Centres open, by enthroning
the Holy Bible and lighting the lamp.
In his message, he said that every
one has a right to hear the Good News
and therefore we have a duty to share the Good News with all
those who seek to know Jesus Christ.

Delivering the key-note address at the
ACECI Western Regional Meeting,
Msgr. Siluvai Ignaci,  the director of
Pontifical Mission Organizations, said
“We should never feel shy, timid or
slow in sharing the Good News of
Jesus Christ” He said, “Looking at
the Indian situation and the challenges

the Church in India faces during these years in her mission of love
and service, the task at hand may appear extremely difficult and
the hurdles insurmountable. In the midst of these difficulties and
oppositions we are reminded of our primary task  of evangelization
in obedience to the missionary mandate of the Risen Lord because
it is the supreme service which we can offer our people and because
this is the best gift we can give in response to their most profound
longings and aspirations”.

Asking the participants to follow the path of Jesus, he said, “We
greatly admire Jesus who boldly preached in public knowing fully
well that he had  plenty of opposition, even from his own people.

Most Rev. Stanislaus Fernandes S.J.
inaugurates the ACECI Western

Region Meeting

Key-note address: Msgr. Siluvai Ignaci
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It takes great courage to speak up for justice, for love and  for the
other. Holy boldness and certain apostolic convictions are part of
Christian living. Fish that travels against the stream is stronger
than the one who travels along the stream.” Msgr. Siluvai pointed
out that there is a need for a new impetus in the Church today to
share the Gospel even where the odds are against us. Jesus never
compromised with his opponents.

On the second day, Most
Rev.Gregory Karotemprel CMI ,
bishop of Rajkot  spoke about
“Evanagelical Proclamation and
Church in the Western Region
Today”.Bishop Gregory spoke
extensively about the socio-
religious and cultural situation of

the Western region, namely, Gujarat, Rajastan, Maharastra, Goa,
Chhattishgarh and Madhyapradesh. He emphasized the need for
the Church to take a new approach in its ministry of sharing the
Good News of Salvation. He said that we must win the trust of the
people among whom we work, and build positive relationship with
them, sharing with them our God–experience. He said that our
evangelical mission must be more spiritual than intellectual. We
must take care to proclaim the Christian message in its entirety
without compromising with the context. He said, “Christian
message may seem demanding and difficult to accept for a
society deeply rooted in caste. But here we cannot compromise
the Lord of unity and kindness”. Concluding his message, he
said: “At this time in history, when there is a growing unrest in the
world due to many reasons, we are called to be messengers of
peace and hope, the means of which are found as precious gems in
the Gospel of Christ. The Gospel has antidotes to many a burning
problem in the world of today. Anyone who comes to Jesus, believes
in him and accepts him as his or her Master finds peace of mind
and heart. But somebody has to announce it effectively, for faith
comes through hearing and hearing comes through preaching of
the Good News.”

Most Rev.Gregory Karotemprel CMI,
bishop of Rajkot addressing the Meeting
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Forty-seven participants from
seventeen  CECs and dioceses, and
several men and women religious
from Ahmedabad participated in the
meeting. The CEC directors
presented their reports on the ministry
of sharing the Good News through
Bible Correspondence Courses, Internet services, family visits,
prison ministry, inter-religious dialogue and village visits. Fr.
Varghese Paul S. J. the President of Association of Catholic Enquiry
Centres-India welcomed the guest-speakers and the participants
and Sr. Clare C.L DSP, the Vice President of ACECI thanked the
participants for their efforts to reach out to seekers of Jesus and
share the Good News with them. The meeting was held at Premal
Jyoti, the Jesuit Provincial House at Ahmedabad. It was jointly
organized by the National Office of ACECI and Catholic
Information Service Society (CISS), Ahmedabad, on the occasion
of the Silver Jublee of CISS.

Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD

(Secretary & Executive Secretary, ACECI)

d. National Office and the Executive Secretary:

Since 1948, for last 62 years, the ministry of  sharing the Word of
God as a Home-Study programme has grown into  a National
Evangelical out-reach  ministry, initiated by late Fr. Peter Sontag SJ
and nurtured and promoted by Fr. Ted. Bowling SJ, the directors
and staff-members of various CECs. It has not only remained as
Bible Correspondence Courses, but has ramified into various
ministries of sharing the Good News as already mentioned.  In
order to consolidate and promote evangelical proclamation in In-
dia, CECs have formed themselves into an Association and the
Association appointed its first Executive Secretary, Fr. Varghese
Paul SJ to animate the Catholic Enquiry Centres in India.

The participants at the meeting
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According to an ACECI Governing Body decision, Fr. Varghese
Paul negotiated with late Archbishop of Delhi, His Grace Alan de
Lastic and established the National Office in the Old Chetanalaya
Building at the Archbishop's campus. It was inaugurated on
September 11 1994 by then Pro-Nuncio, Archbishop George Zur.
Fr. Varghese Paul also started the Catholic Enquiry Centre of Delhi
Archdiocese, in collaboration with Sr. Rita  HM and ran it for a
period until the archdiocese took it over in 1996  Later, the ACECI
National Office was shifted to the  newly built Divya Deepti Sadan
of the Archdiocese accepting a generous offer from the Archdiocese
to purchase space for the office in the New building. The timely
support from Propaganda Fide and some other donors helped the
Association to purchase its Office space in "Divya Deepti" Sadan"
from where it  functions at present.

The National Office has been engaged in promoting CECs to share
the Gospel, especially with educated seekers from other Faiths. It
has been encouraging and guiding other dioceses which have been
interested to establish Catholic Enquiry Centres in their dioceses.
In order to encourage  CECs, the National Secretary has been keeping
regular contact with CECs through Circular letters, personal
Correspondence and occasional visits to CECs. The National
Office has been organizing the biennial ACECI General Body
Meetings. We have had so far 12 General Body Meetings
held at various cities of the country, reaching Chennai for its
13th Biennial Meeting and for the celebration of its Siliver Jubilee
along with Golden Jubilee of Arutchudar Chennai, at the Tomb of
St. Thomas, the Apostle, who gave his life to sow the Seed of
God's Word first time in India. Fr.Varghese Paul also started the
Urdu Correspondence Course from the National Office.  He also
got 1,50,000 copies of God with us printed in various languages of
India for the use of CECs. He also got Fr. Camil Bulke's "Saviour"
revised and reprinted for the use of the CECs.

Fr. Ted Bowling has been publishing for ACECI National Office, the
bi-monthly News letter and the Annual Report of the Association,
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which are sent to all CECs, Associate Members, all the Bishops
and Major Superiors in India and important Church Offices and
Benefactors abroad. Fr. Bowling has also written a manual for
developing a Catholic Enquiry Centre, named "Guidelines for
Conducting  a Catholic Enquiry Centre" freely available from
ACECI National Office or from IHS, De Nobili College Pune -14.

In 2002 Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD, the former director of
Masih Vidya Bhavan Indore, took over from Fr. Varghese Paul. He
has been continuing the work of Animating CECs. Fr. Varghese N.
SVD is organizing the 4th General Body Meeting at Chennai.
The previous once where at Pune in 2004, at Jhansi in 2006 and at
Bandel in 2008. He has also organized four Regional Meetings at
Mumbai in 2006, at Channai and New Delhi in 2007 and at
Ahmedabad in 2008. Besides, Circular  and personal letters to
CECs, Bishops having CECs also are regularly informed about
CEC activities. Fr.Varghese N. began "Divya Deept" Bible Corre-
spondence Courses as a Model for Bible Correspondence Courses,
with a series of 7 Courses, each course issuing a certificate on its
completion and a Diploma to those who complete at least 6 Course.
Over Seventy-five students have been awarded the Diploma so
far. These seven courses are designed to  prepare a person for bap-
tism in case he/ she wants it. These Seven Courses are: "Meet
Christ", "God with Us", "St. Luke's Gospel", "Acts of the Apostles",
"Teaching and Love of Christ", "What does it Mean to be a Chris-
tian" and "The Way That is Life"  The person who persist in doing
all the these courses is surely some one who is interested in Chris-
tian faith. In 2004, Fr. Varghese N. SVD produced "Seekers Shall
Find" a 15 minutes Power-point programme on the Development
of CEC ministry in India, to acknowledge the  great contribution
of  CECs to evangelization in India.

Fr. Varghese N. has also launched the ACECI Website:
www.knowlordjesus.org with a view to reach out to seekers in
English, Hindi & in Urdu. We are already getting enquirers through
our website.
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“DIVYA DEEPTI”  Various English Bible Courses
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“DIVYA DEEPTI”
Bible Correspondence Courses: Students’ Photo

Roll No. 361 Roll No. 532 Roll No. 536

Roll No. 612 Roll No. 629 Roll No. 659

Roll No. 816 Roll No. 895 Roll No. 1064

Roll No. 1075 Roll No. 1081 Roll No. 1360



53

 Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres - India : Silver Jubilee

“D
IV

Y
A

 D
E

E
P

T
I”

  
B

ib
le

 C
ou

rs
es



54

 Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres - India : Silver Jubilee

“DIVYA DEEPTI” : Publicity
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RELEVANCE OF A CATHOLIC
ENQUIRY CENTRE

Whether it is at a Railway-station or at a bus-stand, inevitably you notice
an Enquiry Counter along with the booking - office. A traveler at a new
station always approaches this counter to solve his/her problems
regarding his/her booking, timing of the train or bus, or to confirm a
destination to which he/she is supposed to travel. Its not only railway-
stations and bus-stands have information/enquiry counters, but even
banks, schools, hospitals, big business-institutions and government-
offices too have information/enquiry counters. It means everywhere there
are people who are searching for information as to where to go or when
to go, how to go or whom to meet, when to meet or where to meet, or
what to get, where to get and how to get. The enquiry counters answer
all these queries and guide people in their needs.

People make enquiries not only with regard to their ordinary needs, but
also for spiritual needs and religious aspirations. For example, a Catholic
who is particular about his Sunday obligation, when he is at a new place,
enquires as to where the parish church is located and what are the Mass-
timings.  But there are others whose religious interest inspires them
to learn not only about their own religion but also about other
religions, to enrich their spiritual personality or to satisfy their
religious curiosity.  In the multi-religious context of India, there are
many people who are interested to know what his neighbour’s religion
is and what  his religious practices are either as to appreciate his life or
as to understand his behaviour.  There are others, especially educated
young people in India today who are eager to learn from various sources,
religious, scientific or social to enrich their lives. The interesting fact
is that there are many people who want to know about Jesus Christ
and the Christian religion.

It is in this context that Catholic Enquiry Centres have their relevance.
As every organized institution has an open window, a counter for
enquirers, the Church too must have Enquiry Centres on the parish and
diocesan levels to furnish information to those people who want to know
not only about our institutions and services but also want know more
about Christianity, or seek spiritual and personal guidance, or asks for
prayer and blessing. As a well organized society, the Church must set up
many more Enquiry/Information Centres to cater to the many who seek
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to know more about Christ, Christian faith  and the Church in our country
and to attend to those devotees from other communities who visit the
Church’s pilgrim shrines and churches.

Evangelical proclamation and Catholic Enquiry Centres:

Since the day of Pentecost the Church has realized and taken upon itself
as its joyful duty to share the Good News. The history of the Church is
not only the history of Christian living but also its missionary endeavours
to proclaim the Gospel and build up Christian communities around the
world. In our time, the Church has an established pattern of making
itself present in various geographical areas through its various religious,
social, medical and educational institutions, and the Church has exerted
a marked influence in various spheres of human life through its services.
It stands out with esteem for its efficient and self-less services. This has
won for itself many friends and admirers, and there are many who want
to know about the life and teaching of Christ, about Christian religion
and about the Church and as to how to pray like a Christian, though
there are also some critics and a few enemies of the Church.

But if the Church is truly serious about evangelical proclamation,
it must take interest in its friends, admirers and enquirers. It must
make provisions to give easy access to them, as some of them are
sincerely and seriously interested to know more about the Christian
community, its spiritual values, its religious practices and above all
about its inspiring foundation – Lord Jesus Christ.

Whenever we speak of enquirers regarding religion, they don’t come as
a crowd, but as individuals or small groups. But they are genuine seekers
who are interested to know more about Christ and Christianity, and are
open to be influenced by their new knowledge in some way or other.
The fact is that there have been and there are thousands of such people
in our country who have been influenced by the witness, services, Gospel-
sharing of the Christian community. A few of the eminent among them
have been Swami Vivekananda, Mahatma Gandhi, Mahatma Phule, Dr.
S. Radhakrishnan and Vinoba Bhave. We must be contended with and
thank God for a fact that the Church  is living as a “leaven” in the Indian
society. But the question to be asked is when  seekers/enquirers  approach
the Local Church (the parish or diocese) does it have a proper set up to
serve their needs – to welcome them, guide them and furnish them with
the needed information and to maintain a fellowship & follow up? There
seems to be a short-sightedness in this regard that most parishes ignore
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Church’s evangelical concern and limit themselves to their pastoral duties
alone or also take care of  some educational and social services.

The experience of Catholic Enquiry Cetres:

The need for an evangelical openness was already realized in some
quarters of the Church over 50 years ago, and Catholic Enquiry/
information Centres have been established as a way of sharing the Good
News to enquirers from non-Christian religions. Over the last 50 years
70 such Centres have been set up in the country and many of them are
doing a very commendable service.

The significant aspect of this ministry is that the Catholic Enquiry Centres
cater to such people who want to know some thing about Christ himself
or the Christian community. They are educated people, who have a spirit
of enquiry and are ready to learn. And they look up to Christian religion
and community with esteem. All those who have taken up this ministry
seriously bear witness to the transforming influence of the Gospel on
the lives of the genuine seekers. And such influence brings in a rich
dividend – many good friends of Christians and even some converts to
Christianity.

The success of the Enquiry/Information Centre ministry depends on as
to how we understand its relevance as an evangelical ministry. Its success
depends on our interest to reach out to others with the name of Christ
and the Gospel. The Church also needs to interpret its life and ministry
to the world in its true perspective.  If it does not interpret and share the
reason of its presence and services for the world as it serves the world,
it forces the world to interpret the Church and its ministries in its own
way or from its own perspective which may distort the true identity and
intentions of the Church.

Jesus said “seek and you shall  find” and “knock and it shall be opened
to you.” If so the seekers of Christ and even those who question the
Church’s ministries and their motives  should  be attended to, and the
door of the Church must not remain closed when someone knocks at it.
Should there not be a well-planned and well-equipped information/
enquiry counter in every parish or at least in every diocese, to inform
and instruct people about  the Church and the head of the Church –
Jesus Christ?

- Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD
(Secretary & Executive Secretary, ACECI)
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