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Shradhanjali  
to Late Fr. Varghese Paul SJ 

(Former President of ACECI) 

 

As I myself was sick and hospitalized for 5 weeks in April, I could not inform you about 

the sudden passing away of Fr. Varghese Paul due to urinary infection and Corona viral 

attack, on 10
th

 of April after a period of illness and treatment. However, it would not be 

late to condole his unexpected death and appreciate his personality and his contribution to 

ACECI and the Catholic Church in Gujarat for a long period of time. He has promoted 

Catholic Enquiry Centres Ministry in India and Catholic Print Media Journalism 

especially in Gujarati Language. 

 

Here we present you with the appreciation of the Jesuit Province regarding his 

Journalistic contribution, his founding of Catholic Information Society (CISS) and to his 

contribution to the formation of Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres India (ACECI) 

and founding of its National Office at Delhi. We also share with you a few other persons‟ 

condolence messages. Fr. Varghese Paul‟s passing away has created a vacuum in the 

ministry of sharing the Good News with all peoples specially those who seek Jesus. We 

are challenged to continue the mission of sharing the Gospel for the glory of and for our 

salvation in Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Fr. Varghese N. SVD 
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1. The Jesuits Community’s appreciation of Fr. Varghese Paul SJ 

(a) First South Indian who wrote fifty books in Gandhiji’s language  

- By Joe Palathunkal SJ 

 

It was a challenge for a Malayali to venture into 

another north Indian language to express his 

thoughts. Yet with that typical missionary zeal, 

Varghese Paul in his writing mission spanning 60 

years, proved that it is possible. The fifty plus 

books he wrote in Gujarati is a monumental 

witness to it. 

 

With the death of Jesuit Father Varghese Paul 

Chollamadam in Baroda, Gujarat on 10 April 

2021, Gujarati language and literature lost a 

dedicated writer in Gandhiji‟s language and India lost a cultural bridge between two 

peoples, the people of Gujarat and the people of Kerala, in these difficult times of Indian 

history when we need more cultural bridges whereas “narrow domestic walls” are being 

built on a fast mode defying everything that Rabindranath Tagore envisaged. 

 

This is where a man like Varghese Paul Chollamadam matters who was born at Avoly 

village, Ernakulam district, Kerala, on 31 May 1943 and joined the Jesuits of Gujarat on 

8 June 1964 and after his long years of Jesuit training, intense intellectual formation, and 

theology at Gregorian University, Rome,  he was ordained a Catholic priest at Gesu, 

Rome on 21 June 1977. With his studies in journalism at London School of Journalism, 

London and training in journalism in USA, when he returned to Gujarat, he found a 

vocation within his vocation to write in the language of Gujarat, the language that gave 

the inspiration for India‟s freedom struggle through Mahatma Gandhi. With graduation in 

Gujarati along with Sanskrit coupled with his personal study of Gujarati, Varghese Paul 

was well-equipped for his new vocation to be a soldier of pen in the language of this 

north-western Indian state. He had several role models from Jesuit history to get 

inspiration for his new mission and some were right there in Indian history too – Joseph 

Beschi, Robert de Nobili, Arnos Padiri, Thomas Stephen, Padma Bhushan Camille 

Bulcke and  in Gujarat itself Spanish Jesuit Padma Shri Carlos Valles. 

 

But it was a challenge for a Malayali to venture into another north Indian language to 

express his thoughts and views with ease and fluency. Yet with that typical missionary 
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zeal and the Jesuit motto of AMDG – for the greater glory of God, Varghese Paul in his 

writing mission spanning 60 years, proved that it is possible if you have a heart for the 

language and the people who speak it. The fifty plus books he wrote in Gujarati is a 

monumental witness to that heart which had the typical commitment to the people who 

felt and thought through this language. When he took charge as the editor of the 110 year 

old Gujarati monthly Doot, the oldest monthly in Gujarati, his heart for the language 

came to the fore during the 14 years he was editor and single handedly brought the paid 

subscription to 5000, indeed a feat for a Catholic monthly in a state where the number of 

Catholics is a minuscule. 

 

Sober in nature his writing style too concurred with his gentle demeanor, without any 

boisterous flamboyant expressions yet he took on issues that needed a hard blow on a 

firm manner especially issues related to social justice, communalism, human rights and 

human dignity. About the entrenched misogynic attitude of Indians he writes: “If 40 lakh 

women missing in comparison with men in our more than one billion population, the 

major reason in my view is the mentality of considering women inferior to men. This 

anti-woman mentality becomes clear in the daily words and actions of many men.” Then 

he gives some typical misogynic expressions from Gujarati language to buttress his 

observation: daughters are burdens, daughter is a stranger‟s property, a daughter is 

somebody else‟s capital, daughter and the cow go wherever they are led. By alluding to 

the typical anti-women expressions in Gujarati language Varghese Paul the Gujarati 

writer made a bold and perspicacious critique of Gujarati society where gender ratio has 

hit the rock bottom pushing the boy-girl ratio to 1000: 700 in some districts of the state. 

 

 

He had strong opinions about social evils of India and especially of Gujarat, and he 

expressed them in his writings without reticence and reluctance. In his essay Social 

Justice to the Downtrodden, he writes about a camouflaged and vicious way of 

exploitation in India: “It is unbelievable how these three forces, NGOs, fundamentalists 

and politicians, have joined hands in exploiting the unsuspecting tribals.” Father 

Varghese Paul‟s concern for social justice is evident in several of his writings and he 

reminds that a housemaid is not a slave girl: “Those who ask me on the phone to 

recommend a housemaid, I ask them for minimum wages for her, one day holiday in a 

week and an independent room to stay.” 

 

This concern for social justice became a predominant strand of thinking in all his writings 

because he was deeply rooted in that core Christian value of love for your neighbour and 

the gospels are replete with love for fellow human beings based on their human dignity. 

The mere title of some of his books in Gujarati is a clear indication of it: Premne Rasthe, 

Premni Sanskriti, Premnu Ojas, Manasne Manas tarike Juo, Prem ane Prasannatano 
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Pravah. All these books explicitly tell us about the love and human dignity Jesus lived 

and preached. Besides these books, his numerous articles in the three top Gujarati 

newspapers – Sandesh, Gujarat Samachar, Divya Bhaskar – reflected the same ethos 

directly or indirectly. 

 

By writing in Gujarati Father Varghese Paul achieved a feat of sort by bringing 

Christianity and the Bible to a language for which it was almost an alien and to a people 

who did not look at it favourably though the greatest Gujarati Mohandas Karamchand 

Gandhi christened as Mahatma Gandhi was a great admirer of Jesus Christ. In his book 

Isu Mari-Tamari Najare (What does Jesus Mean to You and Me?) Varghese Paul quotes 

Mahatma Gandhi regarding the Beatitudes: “But the New Testament produced a different 

impression, especially the Sermon on the Mount which went straight to my heart.” About 

Gandhiji and Christianity, Varghese Paul has this to say: “He has also publicly 

acknowledged the influence of Lord Jesus and the Bible in his life.” 

 

A state like Gujarat where there is an obvious socio-psychological resistance to 

Christianity, there Varghese Paul the Malayali turned Gujarati writer succeeded in 

creating an abode for Jesus and the Biblical vision through his ever living Gujarati 

writings. In this direction his 2003 published Biblena Patro (Personalities of the Bible) 

and the Navo Karar Biblena Patro (Personalities of the New Testament) brought out in 

2012, two large volumes published by the top Gujarati secular publisher are books which 

have no peers in Gandhiji‟s language. 

 

Apart from writing books in Gujarati, he also translated books from English and 

Malayalam to Gujarati and thus became a cultural bridge between two languages and two 

peoples. While translating Perumpadavam Sreedharan’s Oru Sankeerthanam poley 

into Gujarati, he had a hard job after living away from Kerala and Malayalam for such a 

long time. He asked me whether I could lend my Shabda Taravali Malayalam dictionary 

and I most willingly did it. Finally Perumpadavam Sreedharan‟s masterpiece found its 

way to the Gujarati readers through the painstaking efforts of Father Varghese Paul SJ 

turning it into a bridge between Malayalis and Gujaratis. Another challenging work he 

ventured upon was the translation of the poetry collection Winged Reason by his friend 

and well known poet Dr. K. V. Dominic. Translating English poetry into Gujarati is much 

more demanding than the translation of the prose, yet Varghese Paul succeeded in it. 

 

Apart from his unforgettable contributions to Gujarati literature, Father Varghese Paul 

did yeoman service in media especially journalism. Through South Asia Religious 

News (SAR) which he founded way back in 1981, he encouraged several young 

Catholics to be in the field and some of them who worked with him in those days as part 

of the SAR are doing well today as media personnel. Besides, he has been active in 
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Indian Catholic Press Association, and International Catholic Union of the Press; he was 

the founder of Gujarat Catholic Press Association, and Catholic Information Service 

Society (CISS). He was also an Executive Committee Member of GIEWEC – Guild of 

Indian English Writers, Editors and Critics. It was 

through him Gujarati Lekhak Mandal, an 

organization of secular writers in Gujarati got a 

boost and in its annual meeting almost all the 

Gujarati writers participated. In this meeting I could 

witness the high regard these writers had for Father 

Varghese Paul. So it is not a surprise that the Delhi 

based media organization National and International 

Compendium bestowed on him in 2017 the 

Lifetime Achievement Award for his outstanding 

achievements in media. 

 

A passionate writer missionary he did not back out from his mission even when his health 

was very precarious and the proof is his last article in English on the encyclical Fratelli 

Tutti by Pope Francis for the International Journal on Multicultural Literature (IJML) 

which he wrote on the insistence of the editor Dr. K. V. Dominic and sent him a month 

ago. The article will be published in the July issue of IJML. Writes Dominic, “He has 

been suffering from urinary problems for more than a year and it was with much 

difficulty he completed his assignment. I feel extremely sad that he is not with us to see 

the paper published.” 

 

That sadness will linger on in several hearts who are familiar with Father Varghese Paul 

SJ and his writings. The first south Indian who wrote more than fifty books in Gujarati 

and won several accolades for his Gujarati writings including the Gujarat Sahitya 

Academy Award will ever live through his vibrant writings which have an abiding 

message of mutual love and social justice, much needed for India of our times. 
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2. OBITUARY 

Fr. Varghese Paul Chollamadam SJ (31.05.1943 – 10.04.2021) 
 

A Brief Biographical Sketch 

Fr Varghese Paul was born to Paul and Annakutty Chollamdam on 31 May 1943. He was 

born at Enanaloor in Anicadu Parish of Kothamangalam Diocese, Ernakulam District of 

Kerala. His devout parents brought up the children in an atmosphere for prayer and 

practices of devotions and instilled in them love for the church and missions. He was the 

second eldest of nine children. His parents offered five of their children to the Church as 

religious and priests. 

 

Varghese attended the Infant Jesus High School at Vazhakulam about four kms away 

from home. From his school days he had a great interest in attending daily Eucharist. He 

would rise early and walk to the parish church to attend mass. He was a topper in the 

class. He was selected and it was decided that he would join the diocesan seminary after 

his class X results. But to everyone‟s utter surprise, he failed in Hindi for 2 marks. His 

dream to join the seminary was shattered. He later wrote the examination to clear the 

failed subject in September and passed with good marks. It was at that time that Fr. 

Miguel Urrutia SJ, Vocation promoter of the Gujarat Province came to Kerala to recruit 

candidates. 

 

He met Msgr. Mathew Vellankal, maternal uncle of Varghese, who was the hostel 

warden at the diocesan college. His uncle took Varghese to Fr. Urrutia who gladly 

accepted him. 

 

A Man of Letters 

Varghese entered the Jesuit novitiate in Sadhana Bhavan, Mount Abu, Rajasthan on 8 

June 1964. After pronouncing the first vows on 8 June 1966, he went to Vinayalaya, 

Mumbai and completed his Juniorate studies in humanities during 1966-67 and returned 

to Mount Abu to complete his Juniorate studies in Gujarati during 1967- 68. From 1968-

72, he did B. A. in Gujarati literature at St. Xavier‟s College, Ahmedabad passing with a 

first class. It was during this time that the scholastics doing college studies in Ahmedabad 

were entrusted by the provincial with the task of editing the Gujarati Sacred Heart 

Messenger „Doot‟ which up to then was being edited by illustrious missionaries such as 

Fr Suria SJ and Fr Basil Lala SJ. The scholastics formed the editorial team including 

Varghese. 

 

He served as its editor from 1969-73. Here he found his life time mission of being a 

missionary as a pioneer in communicating the good news as a journalist in the print 
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media and as a writer and author of books, mainly in Gujarati. He was then sent to the 

London School of Journalism to do professional studies in Journalism from 1974-75. 

 

Varghese did his Integrated philosophy studies at Pontifical Athenaeum, Pune from 1972-

75. For his theological studies from 1975-77, he was sent to the Gregorian University, 

Rome, residing at Gesu, the international study house of the Jesuit scholastics. After 

completing theology studies, he was ordained to the priesthood on 21 June 1977 at Gesu, 

by Cardinal Lourdsamy, Prefect of the Congregation for Evangelization of Peoples. From 

June to October 1977, Varghese attended an advanced journalism course, in Chicago, 

USA., and returned to India to take up his ministry in communication and was appointed 

to Premal Jyoti, Ahmedabad. Later, he completed his tertianship at Shembaganur, under 

Frs. Joe Aizpun and Joe Currie (1983-84) and pronounced his final profession on 31 June 

1984 at Premal Jyoti, Ahmedabad. 

 

Responsibilities Held in the Society 

Varghese was the editor of Doot during various periods from 1969-73; 1978-80 and from 

1984-94. As editor, he introduced several innovations and changes. He changed the size 

of the magazine to the regular full size as we have today with a fixed number of pages. 

He introduced new features such as cartoons, and jokes. He encouraged young writers to 

contribute and thus prepared a new generation of writers. He also increased greatly the 

subscription of the magazine and made it popular. He was a pioneer who founded the 

South Asian Religious News (SAR News) based at New Delhi, and served as its first 

director from 1980-83. He was also involved in promoting Catholic journalism and 

communication and was the secretary of the JESCOM from 1986-1994. He was the 

president of the South Asian Catholic Press Association (SACPCA) from 1986-89. He 

was also the province coordinator of JESCOM from 1988-94. 

 

Varghese was the founder of the Catholic Information 

Service Society (CISSS) which he built from scratch and was its director from 1984-

2018. It was modelled on the Institute for Home Studies, De Nobili College, Pune. Fr. 

Varghese prepared a series of booklets on the Bible and on Jesus. He would place 

advertisements in the prominent Gujarati newspapers inviting seekers who want to know 

about Jesus to write to the Centre. Genuine seekers who would write to the centre would 

receive a reply to their queries and also booklets to deepen their knowledge. 

 

Wider Perspectives 

Varghese was a pioneer on many fronts in Catholic Communication not only in Gujarat, 

but also in India and International fora. He was the Founder President of the Gujarati 

Catholic Press Association (GCPA), Founder President of the Gujarati Christian Press 

Council (GCPC) and Chairperson of the Gujarati Lekhak Mandal (Gujarati Writers‟ 
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Association). Besides these, he was an Executive Body Member of Indian Catholic Press 

Association, Vice-President International Federation of Catholic News Agencies and 

International Catholic Union of the Press (UCIP). Though he was engaged in 

communication ministry, he found time to promote the welfare of the Religious in the 

Ahmedabad Diocese. He was the driving force behind the animation of the Conference of 

Religious (CRI) Ahmedabad Unit. He would regularly organize for several years, 

meetings and seminars to update the religious in their mission and ministry. Varghese 

was well motivated and disciplined so that he could find time to contribute regular 

newspaper columns in Gujarati dailies such as Charotar Times, Nadiad; Madhyantar, 

Anand; Sambhav, Ahmedabad; and Divyabhaskar, Ahmedabad. He would use these 

columns to  write about the New Testament Characters, and reflection on some 40 

difficult passages of the New Testament. He was able to publish in these prestigious 

newspapers because he was able to establish warm ties with the editors and journalists of 

these papers who appreciated his contributions. 

 

Varghese began his mission and ministry with Catholic journalism but this led him to 

wider ecumenism and inter- religious dialogue. In the process, he became a prolific writer 

of books in Gujarati which were published by the leading secular publishers such as R. R. 

Sheth and Rannade publications. Since he had a wider readership, several of his books 

had several reprints which shows that he was able to reach out and touch the hearts of the 

readers. 

 

If you take a count, he has written and published 47 books in Gujarati, four in English, 

three in Malayalam and one in Hindi. He has contributed more than a thousand articles in 

Gujarati and hundred plus in English. He has received more than fourteen national and 

international awards including the Lifetime Achievement Award in 2017 from the 

National and International Compendium, New Delhi for his Outstanding Achievement 

in Chosen Field of Activity. 

 

Fr Varghese has visited more than 34 countries in his capacity as a Christian 

communicator to attend international meetings and present papers and has interacted with 

leading men and women in the field of Christian communication. Felicitating Fr 

Varghese on his Golden Jubilee in the Society of Jesus, on 8 June 2014, Fr. Nicholas 

Adolfo, S.J., the then General wrote: “You were able to bring a commendable sense of 

commitment, earnestness and interest to bear on the diverse forms of the ministry of 

writing. I am sure that the message you have communicate through your books will bear 

abundant fruit in transforming the hearts and lives of your readers. ..In addition to the 

decisive mark you have made as a Gujarati writer, your life authenticates an austere and 

ecologically sensitive way of being a Jesuit. This inspires and challenges others to avoid 

any form of use of natural resources greater than what is necessary.” 
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Conclusion 

While Fr. Varghese had been ailing for some time with kidney and other complications 

and was undergoing treatment at a Vadodara hospital, he was also diagnosed with 

COVID and passed away on 10 April, 2021.He was buried in the Catholic cemetery on 

the same day following the Catholic rituals. It is very commendable and inspiring that he 

had willed that his organs such as his eyes be donated for the needy. His death was 

mourned by Catholics and eminent writers and journalists alike in words such as, “He 

was a passionate journalist, prolific writer, human rights advocate and a pious catholic 

priest and a dedicated spiritual leader. His ever smiling face and soft spoken nature have 

made him a familiar face to anyone who met him even once.” 

 

His contribution to the Gujarat Church and Literature will be fondly remembered for 

long. We pray that the Almighty may accept his noble soul to his right to Rest in Peace. 

 

- Fr. Joseph Valiamangalam SJ 

 

(b)   FR. VARGHESE PAUL CHOLLAMADAM SJ 

        - Fr. Devasia SJ and Fr. Jerry Fernandez SJ. 

 

Given Fr Varghese Paul‟s penchant for hard work be it as a Gujarati writer or as an 

Editor of Doot, there is a lurking danger of highlighting his achievements as a Journalist 

and writer and missing out on him as a person. It might be worthwhile to get a glimpse of 

the person behind those journalistic accolades and achievements. Fr. Varghese was a 

member of Gurjarvani Community from 1993 to 2018. To a companion who knew Fr. 

Varghese a bit, he came across as a man with a simple but deep Ignatian spirituality that 

was centered in Christ. Much of the reason for this spiritual trait is the family he came 

from. Fr. Alex Thannipara who knew his family, the Chollamadams, once confided to me 

that just being in the presence of his God fearing parents was like contemplation in itself. 

“They just oozed with Gratitude to God for everything they received as a Grace, as a 

Blessing.” It is no wonder that in his family of nine children, five of them joined 

Religious life as Nuns and Priests. 

 

However, this simple but deep Ignatian spirituality of Fr. Varghese led to three traits that 

defined him as a person. The first trait was his daily religious and spiritual practices 

despite his busy schedule. It was a ritualistic joke in the Gurjarvani Community that you 

could correct your wristwatch at exactly 6.00 am when Fr. Varghese would leave for his 

„Rosary – cum - walk‟ after his glass of lime juice. Another gem from the Gurjarvani 

tales was the Italian Missal in the Gurjarvani chapel since he said his private masses in 

Italian. 
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The second trait that resulted from his deep Ignatian spirituality was his single minded 

focus and dedication for the mission God and the Society entrusted him with. He was 

quite mono dimensional. He burnt the midnight oil to meet the deadlines as Editor of 

Doot, Director of Catholic Information Service (CISS), and as a writer. The result was 

that it made him a prolific writer in the Gujarati circles of literature. It is no mean 

achievement to come from Kerala into a new geographical arena called Gujarat, learn and 

master the local language Gujarati and then become apopular and prolific writer with 46 

books to his name. They were a series of articles based on real life anecdotes with a deep 

moral or spiritual lesson behind them. The many articles he wrote in the Gujarati dailies 

also led to a lot of interactions in his correspondence courses. His famous byline was 

“Mano ke na mano, Prabhu Isu vishe jano” which means “Whether you believe or not, 

come to be acquainted with Jesus”. It also earned him the compliments of the flattering 

nickname as „The Second Fr Valles‟, who was a famous Spanish Jesuit writer in Gujarati. 

 

The third trait that resulted from his deep Ignatian spirituality was balancing his fidelity 

to his triple layered intense relationship with God, the Society of Jesus and his wider 

family of the people he interacted with be it the „Lekhak Mandal‟ or „Writers‟ Cell‟, or 

his virtual readership of clients who read his books or his articles in the newspapers. He 

would often invite some of these Gujarati friends for a cup of tea with the Gurjarvani 

community. 

 

At the end of the day, the image I carry of him is „a Saint in a hurry‟ as he rushed past 

immaculately dressed to go to his office day after day. He left immediately after 

breakfast, came back for lunch, left at 2.00 pm, returned at 8 pm for dinner. He 

religiously rushed to watch the 9.00 pm news on TV where he often slept out of sheer 

fatigue. In fact, when he was appointed Superior of Gurjarvani he was very often 

exhausted and finally requested the Provincial to release him from his duties after three 

years. When he passed away on 10th April 2021, my parting words to him were, “Dear 

Varghese, in every family some members go to sleep earlier than the others. What 

matters is we will all wake up together when it‟s Dawn.”  

 

 

 

 

Rest in peace my friend 
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Fr Varghese Paul : Founder - Director of Catholic Information Service Society CISS 

 

 
Fr. Varghese Paul SJ & his Office Assistant with Bishop Thomas Macwan of Ahmedabad  

Catholic Information Service Society (CISS) is a diocesan print media communication 

centre. The Ahmedabad Diocese has entrusted the Centre to the Society of Jesus in 

Gujarat to run it. A Jesuit priest, Fr Varghese Paul is its Founder-Director. He has run it 

from its beginning in 1984 to 2020 and handed over CISS to Sr. Pushpalata. CISS runs 

Bible Correspondence Course in English and Gujarati. 

 

Fr. Varghese Paul also developed a Book & Videos Library from where people could 

borrow books and videos for a nominal library fee. He always had a staff of five people 

who were engaged in dispatching books to bible students and correcting their question 

papers and issued Certificates. The staff also helped him in maintaining the Library and 

other Office activities. It is from here Fr. Varghese Paul wrote Articles & Books which 

were published in the secular press. 

 

The specific purpose of the Centre is to inform, instruct and motivate all interested people 

to encounter God through Jesus Christ. CISS works to help all people of good will to 

respond to the stirring of the Spirit in their hearts to know, love and follow Jesus Christ as 

the fullness of their life. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Varghese Paul SJ working with the Office Staff 
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CISS ANNUAL REPORT:  
Note from April 1, 2017 to March, 31, 2018 

Free Bible correspondence Course 

 

During the year April 1, 2017 to March, 31, 2018, the following activities were carried 

out. There is given a short description of the activities concerned. 

 

1) CORRESPONDENCE COURSE FOR CHILDREN : 

 There are altogether 7 different Correspondence courses run in  Gujarati Language : 

(i) Correspondence Course for Chidlren : Text :  Multi-colour-illustrated pictorial 

life and message of Jesus Christ called “JIVAN GATHA” with separate 

question-answer paper. 

(ii) Basic Correspondence Course : Text : “Meet Christ” Series of 5 booklets in 

Gujarati called “AAVO, ISUNE MALO”. 

(iii) Advance Course : Text : Khristi Darshan (Christ‟s Vision) by Fr. Carlos 

Valles, S.J. with separate question-answer paper. 

(iv) Bible Study - Part I : Text : 21 booklets on Old Testament in Gujarati by Fr. 

Michael Aizpun, S.J. and Fr. Isudas Cueli, S.J. 

(v) Bible Study - Part II : Text : 13 booklets on the 4 Gospels and the Acts of the 

Apostles in Gujarati by Fr. Michael Aizpun, S.J. and Isudas Cueli S.J. 

(vi)  The Gospel of St. Luke with two sets of question-answers papers. 

(vii)  The Acts of the Apostles with two sets of question-answer papers. 

 

A. Extracts from the letters of enquirers (students) of our Correspondence 

Courses (Registered number is given in bracket with #) : 

MEET CHRIST SERIES :  

Gujarati Title : “Aavo Isune Malo”. Keshavbhai M. Gurjar, (Retired Teacher) 

Katlal (#33565) 

“I have studies the 5 booklets of “Aavo Isune Malo” (Meet Christ Series). I have received 

a beautiful certificate after I have filled the answers in the question papers which I sent to 

you. I want to study more in the same way. So I earnestly request you to send me the next 

similar correspondence course with question papers. I remain grateful to you for giving 

me this opportunity.” 

B. Contact with Past Students : 

The extracts taken from the letters of our past students are proof of our keeping 

contact with them. Contacts with past students have been restricted to these 
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common correspondences and occasional letters, phone calls and SMS 

Communications. 

C. Some Statistical Information : 

The following statistics give you a partial idea of the volumes of works in CISS 

office from April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018.  

 

Fr. Varghese maintained the CISS Office in a systematic way. He was punchual and 

regular to his office. In this way he has shown us how to work systematically with a CEC 

Office. He has shown us the way to teach people to correspondence and thus making a 

way to fruitful distant value education programme. His approach was vary focused on 

Print Media Ministry. 

 

*** 

 

A Loving Tribute to Rev. Fr. Varghese Paul SJ 
 

A very fond and affectionate and literary personality Fr. Varghese. A person was very 

simple and down to earth. His love for Christ was immensely shown in his lifestyle. He 

knew his mission to spread Christ message of love and peace. That was the reason he 

vigorously studied and was preparing himself to write his experience of Christ to others. 

His writings are all designated towards Christ and people. He spoke fluently and 

authoritatively to the people of Gujarat through the proclamation of the Word and digital 

media. He wrote many books, edited magazines and has a prominent personality in the 

field of Gujurati, Malayalam and English literature. His books have been translated into 

Hindi, Malayalam and Bengali. 

 

He was the man behind the settling All India Catholic Enquiry Centre at Delhi. He was 

focused and convinced of his vocation to spread Jesus in India through Bible enquiry 

Churches. 

 

His love for the mission is great as he remained as president till his Society asked him to 

be relieved as he was given different assignments.  

 

A great personality, who has influenced millions in Gujurat, India and the World at large 

of love of Christ. May he enjoy eternal Bliss in Heaven. 

 

Fr. Norbert Herman 

President ACECI 
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Late Fr. Varghese Paul, SJ  

and the Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres India (ACECI) 
 

We are indeed  very sad at the passing away of Fr. Varghese Paul. 

ACECI National Office Inauguration at Divya Deepti Sadan 

It is our duty to acknowledge and appreciate the great contribution of Fr. Varghese Paul 

SJ and thank him for his contribution in forming the Association of Catholic Enquiry 

Centres India (ACECI) and for establishing its National Office in New Delhi with the 

help of the Archdiocese of Delhi. It is Fr. Varghese Paul who suggested to have a 

National Office in Delhi for contacting the Bishops coming to CBCI to promote CECs 

Ministry in their dioceses. 

 

In 1984 CEC Directors Meeting in Goa proposed to establish Association of Catholic 

Enquiry Centers in India.  

 

In the same year Fr. Varghese Paul had established the 

Catholic Information Service Society (CISS) at 

Ahmedabad and Registered it as a trust. Fr. Varghes Paul 

attending the CECs meeting at Goa was asked to write a 

Memorandum of Association which he did. And this 

Memorandum was formally approved at our next National 

Meeting in Bengalore. This meeting elected Fr. Ted. 

Bowling SJ as the First President and Fr. Varghese Paul as 

the Secretary of ACECI. Later Fr. Varghese Paul helped Fr. Bowling to register the 

Association and open a bank account for it in Pune. Later in one of the Governing Body 

meetings it was decided to open a National Office for ACECI at Delhi. Fr. Varghese Paul 

was entrusted with this job to establish the office. As he was familiar with Delhi Fr. 

Varghese Paul came and met the Archbishop Angelo Fernandez of Delhi, who gave him 

two big rooms in Old Chetnalaya to estabilish the office and also to revive the Catholic 

Enquiry Centre of the Archdiocese of Delhi. In 1994  ACECI National Office was 
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blessed by then Apostolic Pro-Nuncio His Grace George Zur blessed ACECI National 

Office and Archbishop Angelo inaugurated on 11
th
 September 1994. From here he 

managed the National Office nearly for 8 years. Until CEC Delhi was entrusted to a 

Priest of the diocese, he also took care of  CEC Delhi with the help of Sr. Rita HM for a 

year. 

 

Later when the Divya Deepti Sadan was built ACECI was offered space on its 1
st
 Floor 

for its office. Fr. Varghese Paul again negotiated with the Archdiocese to purchase the 

present ACECI office space from the Archdiocese with the help of then Vicar General 

Rev. Fr. Vincent Concessao and the office was blessed and inaugurated by Archbishop 

Alan de Lastic on …….. . Fr. Varghese Paul took care of CISS and ACECI National 

Office simultaneously travelling to Delhi for a week every month until 2
nd

 August 2002 

when Fr. Varghese Nediakalayil SVD took charge of the National Office, as the 

Executive Secretary and Secretary of ACECI in 2002. 

 

After Fr, Ted Bowling,  Fr, B . Anthony, the  director Aruchudar, Chennai was  elected as 

the ACECI President.  Following the transfer of Fr. B. Anthony from Arutchudar, Fr. 

Varghese Paul was elected as the 3
rd

 President of ACECI. 

 

He continued to be the President of ACECI until he was transferred from CISS as its 

director in 2020. As the President of Association Fr. Varghese Paul has been presiding 

over last 12 ACECI General Body Meetings. He also has been organizing Regional 

meetings and in Ahmedabad, Chennai and New Delhi with a view to establish CECs in 

all Dioceses in India to encourage the existing CECs.  

 

Proclamation of the Gospel to people who have not heard the 

Gospel has been the priority of Fr. Varghese. For this 

purpose he visited other CECs like; Bombay, Bangalore and 

Chennai and participated in their Annual meetings and 

Jubilee celebrations. He has made great efforts to people of 

other Faiths to introduce the Jesus to them. His book in 

Gujarati “Esu Tumari Meri Nazare” (Jesus as You and I 

know Him).  May God bless Fr. Varghese Paul SJ who has 

lived and witnessed to Jesus Christ as Our Lord and Saviour. Amen! 

 

 

Fr. Varghese N. SVD 

ACECI National Office, New Delhi. 
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(by Sr. C. L. Clare DSP, Directress, Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bangalore) 
 

It is with a heavy heart that I share the sad news of the demise of Rev Fr Varghese Paul 

SJ, who served as the President of the ACEC-I (Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres, 

India) for several years and hence was also closely associated with our Archdiocesan 

Catholic Enquiry Centre, Bangalore. We learned on the 10th of April 2021, that he had 

died at 7:30 AM after being admitted at the GMERS Hospital, Gotri, following COVID 

and related ill-health. While there is much written about his contribution and 

accomplishments from several roles that he managed, we know from our association with 

him that he was an ardent proclaimer for Christ Jesus and earnestly wanted to make Him 

known among people of other faiths. He always cherished his experiences at the Catholic 

Information Services Society (CISS) in Ahmedabad, which he had so lovingly created 

and grown into a full-fledged “Meet-Christ” evangelization centre, propagating 

biblegujarat.org and his literary works, the fruits of which have nourished our Church‟s 

missionary efforts especially for our unique mission. Along with the CEC Family, I can 

vouch from my heart that for Rev Fr Varghese Paul SJ, our Archdiocesan CEC Bangalore 

held a profound place in his evangelization programme. We knew this because of his 

ready-replies to our queries, his endearing and educative messages for our Annual 

Reports (Magazine) and his thoughtful participation in workshops and meetings with our 

Co-workers where-in he freely shared his wisdom and encouragement for the propagation 

of the faith.  

 

At this time of sadness, I gratefully lift up in prayer, a quiet song of praise and 

thanksgiving for all that Rev Fr Varghese Paul has been for each of us, as a loving 

mentor, Guru and guide; as a sturdy companion in our journey for making Lord Jesus 

known all across our nation. Rest in peace, dear Father, we salute you for leading us as an 

untiring soldier for Christ… With prayerful wishes, Sr C. L. Clare DSP. 
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Rest in Peace Fr. Paul Varghese 
Mervyn Noronha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The news about our dear friend Fr. Paul Varghese passing away came to me from Fr. N. 

Varghese. 

My heart was saddened to hear of his sudden death. 

His mortal remains will indicate on his grave stone his Life span by the inscription of his 

“Date of Birth” and his “Date of Death”. 

In between we have his Life Span and a legacy of all the good he has done, which we as 

his followers have to accomplish. 

 I recall having met Fr Paul for the first time at Bangalore at the AGM of AICEC  

Bangalore unit in July 2017. 

Fr. Paul always  came across as a true disciple of Jesus Christ. He spoke from his heart 

and showered all of us with his Blessings and encouraging advice. We know that Fr. Paul 

will now intercede for us from Heaven. 

 We were privileged to have Fr. Paul concelebrate the Holy Eucharist along with Bishop 

Angelo Gracias during our CEC Diamond Jubilee (1958-2018.) Catholic Enquiry Centre. 

Bandra. Mumbai. 

We cherish fond memories of that occasion. 

 In Bandra our CEC Director Mr.Royce D‟Souza served for many years. However in 

2018 he stepped down for health reasons. 

It was Fr. Paul and Fr. N. Varghese ,who convinced me to accept the CEC Director‟s 

role. Bandra Unit. I am committed to continue the legacy with my team and follow in the 

footsteps laid down by our President and General Secretary. 
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Tribute to Fr Varghese Paul SJ 
(Anto Akkara) 

This was my tribute to Fr Varghese Paul on the face book: 

A passionate journalist priest, Fr Varghese Paul SJ passed away April 10 morning in hospital in 

Vadodra, Gujarat. It's time to recall with gratitude the yeoman service of this Jesuit priest, whom I knew 

for three decades, with his prolific writings including dozens of books in Gujarati besides English, Hindi 

and Malayalam. He encouraged, initiated and trained many in writing and journalism. Had been together 

with him on dozens of occasions in India and abroad.  

Also forwarding the ICPA press release. 

Anto 

Dear Friends, 

We are sad to inform you that Fr Varghese Paul Chollamadam SJ (Guj) 77 years age, 56 years in 

the Society of Jesus, 33 years as priest, has gone to his eternal abode around day 2021, in GMERS 

Hospital, Vadodara. He was being treated for his illnesses in Vadodara. Lately he was suffering 

from Corona. He breathed his last at 7.30 am, on 10th April, 2021.  May the soul of Fr Varghese 

Paul rest in peace!  

Condolence Message of  

Mr. Ignatius Gonsalves, the President of the ICPA. 
 
Dear members of ICPA, 

It is with deep sorrow that I formally inform you about the passing away of Fr. Varghese Paul SJ, a 

veteran in the field of Christian Communication and the senior most member of our organisation. 

He is a much awarded author in Gujarati. Among the more than thirty books he has authored on various 

topics only one is in English. All the rest are in Gujarati. The contributions of this prolific writer for 

Gujarati language and literature will be ever cherished. 

Another area of concern for him, where he was deeply involved was training of young Journalists. He 

was the live wire leader of the two international training programmes that the ICPA conducted in 

collaboration with UCIP, the world body of Catholic Journalists. 

Fr. Varghese Paul truly valued his ICPA membership and used to joyfully announce: “I have never 

missed an AGM”. The last AGM he attended was at Jharsuguda. 

Despite his ailments he wanted to come to Delhi for our last AGM. But his superiors who were quite 

concerned about his health had to prohibit him. 

I am sure , memories of this Communicator par excellence will surely inspire us in setting our future 

agenda. 

Our heartfelt condolences to the Jesuit family of Gujarat and his family members in Kerala.            

 

Ignatius Gonsalves 

 

President , ICPA 
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FR VARGHESE PAUL, SJ. PIONEER OF SAR NEWS 

Dominic J. Azavedo 

 
With Fr. Varghese Paul‟s background of having done professional studies in journalism 

in London and U.S.A., and he, being a hardworking and dedicated religious, devoting 

himself to the print media, the Indian Catholic Press Association (ICPA) found it easy to 

start a news agency and fill in the void created by the unsatisfactory functioning of the 

News Bureau of India started by Mr. Thomas Mulackal. So, at the ICPA meeting in 

Bangalore in May 1979, a decision was taken to start a news agency to be useful to the 

editor members of the ICPA. With Fr. Varghese‟s background and enthusiasm, the 

General Body appointed a Committee to study and prepare a working paper on the 

proposed news agency covering all aspect of starting and running it. Fr. Varghese was 

appointed the Chairman of the Committee. 

 

At the 1980 ICPA meeting held in Bangalore, the ICPA approved the working paper of 

the South Asian Religious News Agency (SAR News). Fr. Varghese was appointed the 

first Executive Director and the Chief Editor of SAR News with ICPA agreeing to his 

request to do the financing of SAR News. Fr. Varghese told us that after the green signal 

to start SAR News, he concentrated on three points: 1. Selecting correspondents from all 

over India and training them through workshops in journalism, 2. Set up a one-room 

hired office in Delhi and appoint a steno-typist and start giving publicity to SAR News, 

and 3. Write promotional letters to Bishops, Major Superiors, editors of Church 

newspapers and other periodicals. 

 

Fr. Robert Astorino, MM, Asian Coordinator of the International Catholic Union of the 

Press (UCPI) advised Fr. Varghese that if he learnt money management, he will be able 

to launch and run SAR News. So, Fr. Varghese took the advice seriously, and visited 

friends in Switzerland and Germany. During the World Congress of the Catholic Press in 

Rome, he enlisted a dozen subscribers and sponsors and got subscription fees from 

Vatican Radio and some Church news magazines and periodicals in Europe and America. 

 

In India, a friend loaned him Rs. 1 lakh and Fr. Varghese started dispatching from the 

beginning of 1981. Fr. Varghese got the services of Mr. Vincent D‟Souza, an experienced 

journalist who had retired as Chief Information Officer of the Central Government of 

India, as news editor and sent weekly news dispatches. Mr. D‟Souza got a big room from 

the Society of St. Paul in South Delhi. In a short while, SAR News had a cyclostyling 

machine, a new typewriter and more tables and chairs to equip the office. On February 

18, 1980, Fr. Varghese issued a sample news dispatch and on February 28, he started the 

regular weekly news dispatches. From the beginning, SAR News got recognition as a 
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standard international Church news service. By the end of 1980, SAR News received 36 

subscriptions from Church periodicals and 21 foreign subscribers. SAR News operated at 

the South Asia level covering news about and of interest to the Churches in Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

 

Mr. Victor Karunan who had retired from the CBCI and IGSSS, New Delhi, was 

appointed Accountant in the office. In 1980, Fr. Varghese conducted four workshops to 

prepare reporters in the field. In 1981 and 1982, two workshops, each in news reporting 

and feature writing were conducted. Fr. Edwin John of Kottar Diocese helped Fr. 

Varghese. Fr. Edwin was later appointed as Fr. Varghese‟s successor. Fr. Edwin worked 

with Fr. Varghese for less than a month and on April 1, 1983, Fr. Varghese officially 

handed the charge to Fr. Edwin. I could write a lot of the hard work, sincerity and 

commitment put in by Fr. Varghese Paul to start the SAR News and to see it moving as I 

was elected the Secretary of ICPA and worked with Fr. Varghese from 1980 to 1983 and 

then from 1983 to 1989, I was elected as the Executive Committee member. 

 

MEMORIES: 

 
 

 

I Came That they may Have life And have it Abundantly. 
 

( John10:10 ) 

 

 

May His Soul Rest in Peace. 

Amen!  

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Shradhanjali prepaired by Fr. Varghese N. SVD & Epiphanus Massey 


